
 

 

 

 

The Boxcast TV Channel 

First UMC YouTube Channel 

First UMC FaceBook Channel  

First UMC Website 
(http://firstumcworthington.com/) 

408 11th Street - Worthington, MN  56187 - 507.372.2939 

C  O  H  - Monday through Friday - 8:00 am - 4:30 pm  
w  Office Phone >> 507.372.2939 

w  Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck >> dflinck@gmail.com 
w  Office email >>  methodistoffice@gmail.com  

Prayers for immediate health concerns: 
 Sharlene Hohensee (Paula Behren’s mother) 
 Marlene Wieneke Corky Tate 
 LaDee Grant Tom Vagt  
 Steve Potts Tim Yager                    
 Alyssa Hietbrink Rhett Scheevel 

Ajulo Ochala 

Persons impacted by COVID 19:  
 Mary Prins           Covid long-haulers 

Prayers for those dealing with cancer: 
Connie Bremer  (Betty Taarud’s daughter) 
Laurie Blume 
Christopher Allen Brown 
Scott Klooster 
Makenzie Gist  (Nancy Galland’s niece) 

Persons recovering/dealing with health issues: 
Emma Schnyders         Randy Taarud 
Nancy Hyink Gerald Fisher 
Claribel Grussing Kristi Johnson  
John Clease Bruce Lease 
Weston Erlandson Steve Timmons  
Monica Veil Ken Bipes 
Phil Glembin Karen Schulz 
Ariana Lopez Casen Hotzler 
Aiden Remme  Bill Carlberg  
Mike Miller Gary Hibma 
Pat Huisenga 

For those dealing with grief and loss… 
 

Giving thanks & praying for: 
Our new Bishop and District superintendent…  
Our teachers, administrators, students… 
Front line health care workers… 
Law enforcement & emergency workers… 
Service women & men and their families… 

 
If you have a loved one you would like to have 
added to the Prayer Corner list, or if any name 
needs to be removed from this list, please contact 
the church office: 

507.372.2939  methodistoffice@gmail.com 

19  Dana Oberloh 
 
20   Debra Horne 
     Kinley Kurtz 
 
21    Maxine Cranston 
       Kevin DeSmith       
  
22     Larry Doeden 
        Cameron Jenson 
 
24    Connie Haberman  
          Jayden Maras 
 
25    Christopher Nelsen 
  Jada Nelsen 
  David Reisdorfer 
 

   

 20  Rick & Diane Honerman 

 

Each week throughout the year, we pray  
intentionally for families from all of our  
churches - please include these families  
in your prayer life this week. 

Agnes Johnson 
Andrew Johnson 
Dave Johnson 
Jeremy Johnson 
Mike & Janelle Johnson 
Jason & Marie Johnson & family 
Kyle & Andrea Johnson & family 
Steven & Terry Johnson 
Cody & Kristen Jones 
Wayne & Sharon Jones 
Patricia Karl 
Walter & Alice Kellen 
      
Let’s remember to visit those who are in 
Care Centers or are homebound: especially 
reach out to Jenola Uden, Bruce Lease,  
Betty Taarud, Lois Carlberg, Margaret Loger, 
Mary Prins, Claribel Grussing, and LaDee 
Grant, Ron & Karen Lawrence 



 

 

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
Organist: Carolyn Beerman 

M  

CENTERING WORDS 1  

Be Thou our vision, O God.  Be our eyes.  Be our hearts.  
Be the grace that flows through our lives. 
Only with your eyes can we see rightly.     

PRELUDE 

WELCOME - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We Come to Worship God 

PRAISE                                   UMH #454 - 

CALL TO WORSHIP 2 

Dawn is breaking. Christ’s light is shining. 

 The Light of the world shines in our lives. 

Put aside the cares of the night. 

 In the Lord, we live in the light. 

Even in the darkest valley, God illuminates our path. 

 Even in times of despair, hope shines forth. 

Sleeper, awake! Christ’s light is shining. 

 The Light of the world shines in our lives. 

MPRAISE                   UMH #206 - 

MOPENING PRAYER 3 

Light of all lights, be our vision this day.  Open our eyes to behold your glory.  
Open our hearts to the warmth of your love.  Open our minds to the flame of 

 



 

 

your truth.  Open our souls to the glory of living as children of light, that others 
may see in our living the sacred mystery of your kingdom.  Amen. 

MOMENTS WITH THE YOUNG CHRISTIANS 

PRAISE                                 
First UMC Bell Choir ** Directed by Brenda DeSmith 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE - THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We Hear God’s Word 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                        Ephesians 5:8-14 

MESSAGE                                                                            

We Respond to God’s Word 
RECOGNITION OF OFFERING 

 

MDOXOLOGY            CH #814 - 

MPRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We Go Forth to Serve God 

MPRAISE                                                  TFWS #2173 - 

MTHE BENEDICTION - MPOSTLUDE 

 

Don't forget to order your Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday to decorate the  
sanctuary this year in memory of a loved one or for a special occasion.  The 
cost per lily will be $10.00 and will be delivered to the church by Good 
Friday.  Please share them with the church until after the Easter service.   
The deadline to order your Easter Lily is March 20th. The sign up sheet 
is in the Narthex and you may either put the $10.00 in a separate envelope in 
the offering plate (please indicate what this is for) or deliver it to the church 
office.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name: _________________________________ 

In honor of: ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

In memory of: _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Enclosed: __________ Phone number: ___________________________ 

Looking ahead, Holy Thursday service is scheduled 
to be held at Adrian UMC on Thursday, April 6th at 
6:30 p.m. (Holy Communion will be served at Adrian 
for both churches).   

The Good Friday service is scheduled for Friday, 
April 7th at 6:30 p.m. at First UMC.  This service will 
feature music from the cantata “Then Came  
Sunday” which features sweeping settings highlight-
ing the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and 
Easter.  The selected songs are very moving and 
inspirational.  The First UMC Chancel Choir, under 
the direction of Jeanette Jenson and accompanied 
by Brenda DeSmith will lead the music.  Please 
make your Holy Week a special event this year by 
attending both events at each church.



 

 

 
  

  

  

Thank you for your faithful giving! 

Minnesota West has a “Pop-up Food Pan-
try” for their students who are on campus 
or off campus.  It is a program designed 
to help the students attending Minnesota 
West.  If you would like to help with this ministry, simply make out your gift to 
“First UMC” with “Pop Up Food Pantry” in the tag line.  Thank you for your con-
sideration to help this local mission. 

Winter jackets for men, women and children can be donated for the C.E.T.A. 
Church (our Hispanic Church - Cristo En Tu Ayuda, which means “Christ At Your 
Aid”).  Their members have not been able to access the Coat Closet at the First 
Lutheran Church.  Donations can be brought to the box in front of Pastor  
Angel’s office.  

A 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck southern Turkey at 4:17 a.m. on Monday, 
Feb. 6, 2023, the most powerful earthquake recorded since 1939.  In the hours 
that followed, at least 78 aftershocks were reported, followed by a second 
earthquake of 7.5 magnitude.  Tens of thousands of people have been killed, 
and responders are still recovering victims. 
UMCOR has released initial solidarity grants to longstanding partner,  
International Blue Crescent (IBC) and Forum for Development Culture and  
Dialogue (working in Syria) to help provide tents, heaters, blankets, warm 
clothes, ready to eat meals and first aid kits to those who have been displaced. 
IBC has offices in Turkey.  Advance #982450, UMCOR International Disaster 
Response and Recovery. This fund will provide direct assistance to those in 
Turkey and the surrounding region.   
One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause. 
Make your check payable to First UMC with “Advance #982540 Turkey” in the 
tag line.            
            

The March Food Campaign is underway 
and monetary donations for the local food 
shelves will be taken until Sunday, March 
26th.  Please make your check payable to 
First United Methodist Church with March Food Campaign on the memo line.  
There will be dollar for dollar matching funds from the Worthington Regional 
Healthcare Foundation.  Monetary donations can be stretched further by the food 
shelves because of their access to discount products and program.  You can also 
donate non-perishable items; please put them in the box in the narthex.  Thank 
you for helping feed local families and to end hunger in our community. 

We will again be collecting items for the Operation Christmas Child boxes that will 
be packed in November.  Over the last three years with the generous monetary 
donations and items that have been donated we have been able to pack many 
boxes.  Starting in March and through October, each month we will highlight an 
area of items that are needed; you may give a monetary donation (Please make 
check payable to 1st UMC and put OCC on the memo line) at any time which will 
go towards buying additional items that are needed or for postage to help ship 
the boxes overseas.  There is a list available in the narthex of the items that are 
needed and will be collected throughout the next months; you can donate any of 
those items at any time.  You will still have the option to pack a box on your own, 
if you wish.  The age groups that the boxes will be packed for are ages 2-4, 5-9 
and 10-14 for both boys and girls. 
For the month of March we will be collecting personal care items.  Suggestions 
for items to donate are:  toothbrushes, combs, hairbrushes, bars of soap,  
washcloths, stick deodorant, nail clippers, non-liquid lip balm, small plastic bowls 
and cups, small water bottles, and small battery operated flashlights (batteries 
should be included).  The Missions Committee thanks you for your interest and 
consideration in this project.  If you have any question, please contact Pam 
Soderholm. 

First Lutheran Church works through Love INC to help provide for those who 
need warm clothing for the winter months.  We are taking donations of new or 
clean, gently used coats and snow pants for all ages.  We are also taking 
donations of new hats, scarves, mittens and boots for all ages.  If you would like 
to donate any of these items, please bring them to the church and place them in 
the collection spot in the church hallway.  These items will be taken to First 
Lutheran Church Coat Closet for them to distribute to those in need.  Thank you 
for your consideration to this mission which is being coordinated by the members 
of our church’s mission team. 



 

 

Ephesians 5:8-14 
New International Version (NIV) 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  
Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases 
the Lord.  11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of  
darkness, but rather expose them.   
12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in  
secret.  13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible - 
and everything that is illuminated becomes a light.  14 This is 
why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 
rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

In 1872, a group of persons living in 
the young community of Worthington 
formed a community church and stayed 
together for about a year.  In 1873, the group decided to branch off into 
their own respective denominations.  The Methodist group officially formed 
on Wednesday, May 21st, 1873.  First UMC will be celebrating the 150th  
Anniversary of the church on Sunday, May 21st, 2023!  Our new Bishop  
Lanette Plambeck will be joining us, as will former pastors and members of 
the congregation from year’s past.   
Think back on your special FUMC memories and prepare to share them with 
us all!  Our celebration will take place all morning that day and culminating 
with a catered meal at noon.  Please keep this special Sunday open as we 
commemorate our 150 years in ministry to the Worthington area and the 
world. 

Announcing our first annual Community Kids Camp!  First Church, along with 
First Lutheran, American Lutheran, and Living Waters Covenant are joining  
together for a group Vacation Bible School, called Community Kids Camp, 
June 5-8 from 5:30-8:00p.m.  Please put this on your calendar for your kids 
and grandkids to attend and for you to help out as a volunteer.  First Church 
will be hosting this year's event, which will rotate through the different 
churches in subsequent years.  We are really excited about this group event!  
Please be watching for ways you can volunteer to help in the weeks to come!  

Please join us for Sunday Afternoon at the Movies!  Today at 4:00 p.m., 
we will meet in the Fellowship Hall to watch Secondhand Lions.  Though 
not a new movie, this film is an "under the radar" classic about a young 
teenaged boy who goes to live with his crotchety old uncles.  Rated PG, 
this movie is enjoyable for people of all ages.   The movie stars Robert  
Duvall, Michael Caine, and Haley Joel Osment.  Join us - the movie theatre 
popcorn will be hot! 

Pastor Daren and Gretchen have blogs that provide insights and behind the 
scenes reflections on our busy lives today.  Here is the link to Pastor Daren’s 
blog - subscribe to it today (no cost): revdaren.blogspot.com and here is the 
link to Gretchen’s blog: http://firstumcworthington.com/gretchen-s-blog -  
check them out today! 

The 28th Annual Community Prayer Breakfast will be held on Saturday, April 
1st at the American Reformed Church at 8:00 a.m..  The featured speaker will 
be Trenton Bass, who was paralyzed his senior year in high school at  
Hills-Beaver Creek during their second football game.  He, along with his good 
friends, Easton and Luke, will be talking about how faith and friendship  
adversity has been the key in persevering through such a tragic life event.  
Tickets are $10 and can by purchased at American Bank & Trust, Fareway, 
First State Bank Southwest, HyVee, Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce, 
or from any Early Riser Kiwanis member. 



 

 

South Shore Care Center 
First UMC: 
Lois Carlberg      LaDee Grant  

Mary Jane Brown Center 
Adrian UMC:  
Mary Prins 

Adrian Country Living Cottage 
Adrian UMC:  
Margaret Loger 

Sunrise View Assisted Living 
First UMC: 
Claribel Grussing 

You can catch our live stream  
broadcast on your smartphone, iPad, 
Smart TV or computer at on any one 
of four different app 
channels or online websites:   
 
The Boxcast TV Channel 

First UMC Website 

First UMC YouTube Channel  

First UMC FaceBook  

Please note that all of our services 
can be viewed at the above 
locations even after the service is 
over.  For questions about our 
broadcasts, please contact the 
church office. 

If you are interested in joining the 
church, contact Pastor Daren for  
information on how that can hap-
pen.  We look forward to celebrat-
ing our mission with any new 
members! 

SUN  March 19 
6:30 am Worship Re-Broadcast on TV3 
9:00 am Worship @ Adrian 
9:15 am Sunday School @ First 
10:00 am Coffee Fellowship @ First 
10:30 am    Worship @ First 
1:00 pm Cristo En Tu Ayuda @ First 
4:00 pm Sunday at the Movies (FH) 
6:30 pm Encounter @ HyVee 

MON  March 20 
9:00 pm Women’s Bible Study (Fireside)  
3:00 pm Worship Re-Broadcast on TV3 
7:00 pm Adrian Council on Zoom 

TUES  March 21 
9:30 am Ladies Coffee Hour @ Hy-Vee 
1:30 pm The Meadows Worship 
2:30 pm Golden Horizon Worship 
3:00 pm Worship Re-Broadcast on TV3 

WED  March 22 
7:00 am Men’s Breakfast @ Blue Line 
5:15 pm Fellowship Meal 
6:15 pm G1 in Adrian 
6:30 pm Confirmation 
6:30 pm Youth 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Practice 

THURS  March 23 
12:00 pm Community Lenten Series 
  @ First Methodist 
7:00 pm WASO Practice (FH) 

SUN  March 26 
6:30 am Worship Re-Broadcast on TV3 
9:00 am Worship @ Adrian 
9:15 am Sunday School @ First 
10:00 am Coffee Fellowship @ First 
10:30 am    Worship @ First 
1:00 pm Cristo En Tu Ayuda @ First 
6:30 pm Encounter @ HyVee 

Women’s Lent Bible study books are in! You 
can pick yours up.  If you haven’t signed up, there is still plenty of time.  We will 
meet as a group once a week during Lent to discuss the daily readings.  Monday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. now -April 10th in the Fireside Room.  This study can also 
be done on your own without meeting as a group but the meetings will be a time 
of encouraging fellowship, so we’d love to have you join us!  This study will take 
about 10-15 minutes a day on our own for each day of Lent.  Cost of the book 
will be $10.  Feel free to invite a friend!  Sign up in the Narthex or contact 
Gretchen O’Donnell. 

Get your book now and join us in our first ever Fireside Book Club!  Anyone is in-
vited to join us to discuss the book Ordinary Grace, by William Kent Krueger.  
We’ll meet on Thursday, March 30th, at 7p.m.  This novel is not overtly 
“Christian” but has themes of forgiveness, honesty and grace, which will make for 
good discussion at this, our first book club meeting. 

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and support group for people who are  
grieving the death of someone close to them.  This group is led by caring peo-
ple who have experienced grief and want to help others through the  
difficult days ahead.  The group meets on Tuesdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. at 
First Lutheran Church beginning April 4th until June 27th.  Contact First Lu-
theran Church to register (you may join at any time) at 507.376.6148.  We 
know it hurts - we want to help.  Call us today. 

   

The annual Worthington Christian School Hostess Supper will be on 
Tuesday, April 4,, 2023.  Social time will begin at 6:00p.m. with the meal at 
6:30p.m.  A free will offering will be taken.  If you would like to attend, please  
contact Traci Scheepstra at 507-360-6845 or Lisa Milbrandt at 507-360-8825 to 
reserve your spot. 
 

Thank you so much to everyone at FUMC and Adrian who have been praying for 
me and my family as we went to Seattle to say our final goodbye to my mom. And 
thank you too for the beautiful flower arrangement for the memorial service. I am 
so blessed to be a part of this church family. Gretchen O'Donnell   


