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I’m old enough to 
remember the Marx 
Brothers and their zany antics 
while they were in their  
heyday.  Groucho, Harpo, Zeppo, and Chico had a sense of 
humor that was distinctively their own.  In one of their classic 
moments, Groucho asks, “Where are we?” to which Chico says, 
“You can’t fool me - we’re right here!” 

While the Marx Brothers never gave the appearance of concern over where 
“here” was, we have that kind of posture when we consider our own personal 
situation during the season of Lent.  During Lent, we  
examine our hearts, searching for signs of growth in our faith, and  
dedicate ourselves to change.  Truly, we are asking of ourselves “Where are 
we?” 

Sometimes, the answer to that question surprises us!  In relation to our faith, 
sometimes we are doing better than we had previously thought.  And, at other 
times, we have no idea where we are in our faith journey - and it shows.  Like 
children who are lost in the Mall of the Free World, we wander and wonder 
from day to day about the meaning of life.  With no clear answer in sight, we 
turn to other, more destructive behaviors.  The answer to the question “Where 
are we?” is no where to be found. 

What may assist us in locating the answer to this question is the basics of faith 
- the three R’s (return, remember, and rejoice). 

Returning to the Lord is the practice of humankind as old as time itself.  Once 
lost, a stance of returning is marked by a willingness to find God - a desire to 
get right with Him. 

Remembering works two ways: we remember God is always faithful and just, 
and importantly, always forgiving.  When we remember to ask for forgiveness, 
God remembers to forget our sin! 

Truly, rejoicing happens when we fully accept God’s loving grace.  To know 
that God cares for us in spite of our failings, in the face of our sin, and in full 
awareness of our intentions is cause for rejoicing. 

Deuteronomy 4:29 says it all “You will find him is you search after him with all 
your heart and soul.”  It can be a long journey - no doubt.  Persevere, my 
friends, seeking God in all that you do - only after such soul searching does the 
answer to “Where are we?” come out of the fog into clearer focus.  

 Blessings to you during the season of Lent! 

  

 

Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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“Worship the Lord with gladness...” - Psalm 100:2a   

Sunday, March 5 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Holy Communion 

“Like Abram, we are called 

to go to uncharted territory. 

But God does not let us go alone. 

He is our pilot.” 

- based on Genesis 12:1-4a 
& Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 
Sunday, March 12 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

“How quickly do we uploaded 

our frustrations to God but are 

slow to download His message 

of grace and mercy.” 

- based on Exodus 17:1-7 

Sunday, March 19 

4th Sunday in Lent 

“The light of Christ transforms us 

to be children of light.” 

- based on Ephesians 5:8-14  
 

Sunday, March 26 

5th Sunday in Lent 

“God’s Spirit makes the difference 

in how we live.” 

- based on Ezekiel 37:1-14 

First United Methodist Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck            Choir Director: Jeanette Jenson 

Administrative Assistant: Lori Nienkerk   Bell Choir Director: Brenda DeSmith                  

Family Life: Gretchen O’Donnell                   Finance Manager: Marie Lonneman  
Youth Leader: Lisa Gerdes                       Custodians: Sarah & Chad Nickel 

Office: (507) 372-2939                Fax: (507) 372-2404 
Address: 408 11th Street,  P.O. Box 668, Worthington, MN  56187 

methodistoffice@gmail.com      www.firstumcworthington.com 



Hello! Welcome to the Family Light Update - where we 
shed some light on the Family Life Ministry of First  
United Methodist Church! 

Kids from FUMC and FELC recently had an excellent  
opportunity to learn to skate in a safe and uncrowded  
setting out at the ice arena. Everyone skated to the end 
with only short breaks for cookies and cocoa! Thanks to all who 
helped out! 

A fun and creative craft night in February was attended by more than 
20 people and a follow-up jewelry making event will take place on 
March 15. All ages are invited to participate. Thank you, Myra Palmer, 
for your leadership! See details in the bulletin. 

February also saw our first-ever Archery Afternoon take place out at the 
Southwest Bowbenders Archery Club. 18 archers from FUMC,  
Adrian, FELC and Westminster Presbyterian attended this unique event, 
which included hidden Bible verses, revealed only by the most skilled 
archers! Huge Thanks to John Steinle for facilitating this great event! 

Our Women’s Lent Bible study is underway! If any women would like to 
join us on Monday mornings at 9a.m. in the Fireside Room, books are 
available and you’d be welcome! 

You may wonder what Gargoyles have to do with a fun Christian event! 
Truth is, we don't exactly know, but youth 6th through 12th Grades can 
come find out as they travel to Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp 
on March 12th for an evening of dinner, worship, and games with youth 
from all around. See the bulletin for more details. 

Please join us for an Afternoon at the Movies on March 19 at 4:00, 
watching Secondhand Lions. This film is an "under the radar" classic 
about a young teenaged boy who goes to live with his crotchety old 
uncles. Rated PG, this movie is enjoyable for people of all ages. Pop-
corn and pop will be provided! Bring a more comfortable chair if you’d 
like, and enjoy the movie on our big screen in the Fellowship Hall. 

Finally, our first ever Fireside Book Club will take place in the Fireside 
Room on Thursday, March 30th, at 7p.m. We will be discussing the 
book Ordinary Grace, by William Kent Krueger. Please purchase the 
book on your own or borrow the book from the library and come with it 
fully read and be ready to discuss! 

Thanks to so many who helped make these fun events happen!  

Serving Him Together, 

Family Life Coordinator 

March 2023- The Key - page 4 



March 2023 - The Key - page 5 

What do Gargoyles have to do with a fun Christian event? We don't 
know! But youth 6th through 12th Grades can come find out as they 
travel to Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp on March 12th for an 
evening of dinner, worship, and games with youth from all around.  
We’ll leave Worthington by 4pm and return by 9pm. 

The church will cover all costs.  This will replace Encounter that even-
ing and we will ride with the Lutherans in their church bus. 
“Gargoyles” is the the “Game of the Night”!  

So invite friends and relatives and come explore the fun?  Sign up by 
Tuesday, March 7th! 

Get your book now and join us in our first ever Fireside Book Club!  
Anyone is invited to join us to discuss the book Ordinary Grace, by  
William Kent Krueger.  We’ll meet on Thursday, March 30th, at 7p.m. 
in the Family Life Office.   

This novel is not overtly “Christian” but has themes of forgiveness, 
honesty and grace, which will make for good discussion at this, our 
first book club meeting.  

C’mon Twins Fans - join with your friends and neighbors from the  
United Methodist Church in Worthington to watch the Twins take on 
the Baltimore Orioles.  It’s been four years since we have taken the trip 
to Target Field.  Game day is Saturday, July 8th at 1:10 pm.  We are 
again taking a charter bus to make the entire trip enjoyable (the bus 
will leave from the front of the church at 8:00 a.m. - thanks to the First 
UMC Foundation for funding the cost for the bus!)  Of course, you have 
the option of driving to the game yourself, if desired. 

 Our reserved seats will be in Section 102 - we have 60 tickets set 
aside for us along the first base side toward the right field corner.  The 
total cost for the tickets $44.00 per person (there is no cost for the 
bus, but we will donate a gratuity for the bus driver - $3 per person or 
$5 per couple/family suggested).  We will stop at St. Peter for a rest 
break on the way up.   

Sign up sheets will be posted in the Narthex at First UMC or contact the 
church office.  Please sign up and pay before June 5th!  Go Twins! 
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Please join us for Sunday Afternoon at the Movies!  On Sunday, March 
19th at 4:00p.m., we will meet in the Fellowship Hall to watch 
Secondhand Lions.  Though not a new movie, this film is an "under the 
radar" classic about a young teenaged boy who goes to live with his 
crotchety old uncles.  Rated PG, this movie is enjoyable for people of all 
ages.   The movie stars Rovert Duvall, Michael Caine, and Haley Joel  
Osment.  Join us - the movie theatre popcorn will be hot! 

In 1872, a group of persons living in the young community of  
Worthington formed a community church and stayed together for about 
a year.  In 1873, the group decided to branch off into their own  
respective denominations.  The Methodist group officially formed on 
Wednesday, May 21st, 1873.   

First UMC will be celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the church on 
Sunday, May 21st, 2023!  Our new Bishop, Lanette Plambeck, will be 
joining us, as will former pastors and members of the congregation from 
year’s past.   

On the wall in the hallway out side the sanctuary, we have place a 150 
year timeline.  We encourage you to write down the special dates in 
your life as they relate to First Church - births, baptism, graduations, 
marriage, confirmation, etc.  Think back on your special FUMC memories 
and prepare to share them with us all!   

Our celebration will take place all morning that day and culminating with 
a catered meal at noon.  Please keep this special Sunday open as we 
commemorate our 150 years in ministry to the Worthington area and 
the world.  

Please check out Gretchen's blog on our website! First Things First will 
publish every Wednesday (or at least that's the goal) and can be  
accessed by going to the FUMC homepage and clicking on "Gretchen's 
BLOG" on the menu. Please stop by her blog and leave a comment if 
you're so inclined!  Pastor Daren also has a blog that provide insights 
and behind the scenes reflections on our busy lives today.  Here are the 
links to both blogs - subscribe to it today (no cost):  

Gretchen’s blog - http://firstumcworthington.com/gretchen-s-blog 
Pastor Daren’s blog - http://revdaren.blogspot.com 



 

Please join us for our Lent Bible study!  We will meet as a group once a 
week during Lent to discuss the daily readings.  Monday mornings at 
9:00 am. Now-April 10th. This study can also be done on your own 
without meeting as a group but the meetings will be a time of encour-
aging fellowship, so we’d love to have you join us!  This study will take 
about 10-15 minutes a day on your own for each day of Lent. Cost of 
the book will be $10. Feel free to invite a friend!  Sign up in the Narthex 
today or contact Gretchen O’Donnell. 

The Annual Community Lenten services (held on Thursdays during Lent) 
will begin on Thursday, March 2nd at noon.  This year’s theme is “Come 
Home: To God’s Embrace, To God’s Goodness, To God’s Love, To God’s 
Grace.”  We are searching for a sense of stability and familiarity such as 
our home.  Jesus invited his first disciples to come and see where he 
was staying.  He uses the parable of the prodigal Son/forgiving Father 
to teach us about God’s grace.  He tells us he is preparing a home for us 
and will return to take us to be with him.  We can use these and other 
examples to explore what it means to find ourselves in the home God is 
preparing for us.   

A fellowship meal will be offered at each location.   
Remember, each service begins at noon. 

Thursday, March 2nd @ American Lutheran Church 
 Rev. Galen Smith 

Thursday, March 9th @ Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 Rev. Jeanette McCormick 

Thursday, March 16th @ First Lutheran Church 
 Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 

Thursday, March 23rd @ First United Methodist Church  
 Rev. Anne Hokenstad 

Looking ahead, Holy Thursday service is scheduled to be held at  
Adrian UMC on Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 p.m. (In April, Holy  
Communion will be served at Adrian on Holy Thursday for both 
churches).  The Good Friday service is scheduled for Friday, April 7th 
at 6:30 p.m. at First UMC. 
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The March Food Campaign is underway and monetary donations for the 
local food shelves will be taken until Sunday, March 26th.  Please make 
your check payable to First United Methodist Church with March Food 
Campaign on the memo line.  There will be dollar for dollar matching 
funds from the Worthington Regional Healthcare Foundation.  Monetary 
donations can be stretched further by the food shelves because of their 
access to discount products and program.  You can also donate non-
perishable items; please put them in the box in the narthex.  Thank you 
for helping feed local families and to end hunger in our community. 

We will again be collecting items for the Operation Christmas Child 
boxes that will be packed in November.  Over the last three years with 
the generous monetary donations and items that have been donated we 
have been able to pack many boxes.  Starting in March and through  
October, each month we will highlight an area of items that are needed; 
you may give a monetary donation (Please make check payable to 1st 
UMC and put OCC on the memo line) at any time which will go towards 
buying additional items that are needed or for postage to help ship the 
boxes overseas.  There is a list available in the narthex of the items that 
are needed and will be collected throughout the next months; you can 
donate any of those items at any time.  You will still have the option to 
pack a box on your own, if you wish.  The age groups that the boxes 
will be packed for are ages 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14 for both boys and girls. 

For the month of March we will be collecting personal care items.   
Suggestions for items to donate are:  toothbrushes, combs, hairbrushes, 
bars of soap, washcloths, stick deodorant, nail clippers, non-liquid lip 
balm, small plastic bowls and cups, small water bottles, and small  
battery operated flashlights (batteries should be included).  The  
Missions Committee thanks you for your interest and consideration in 
this project.  If you have any question, please contact Pam Soderholm. 

First Lutheran Church works through Love INC to help provide for those 
who need warm clothing for the winter months.  We are taking dona-
tions of new or clean, gently used coats and snow pants for all ages.  
We are also taking donations of new hats, scarves, mittens and boots 
for all ages.  If you would like to donate any of these items, please 
bring them to the church and place them in the collection spot in the 
church hallway.  These items will be taken to First Lutheran Church Coat 
Closet for them to distribute to those in need.  Thank you for your con-
sideration to this mission which is being coordinated by the members of 
our church’s mission team. 
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Minnesota West has a “Pop-up Food Pantry” for their students 
who are on campus or off campus.  It is a program designed to 
help the students attending Minnesota West.  If you would like to 
help with this ministry, simply make out your gift to “First UMC” 
with “Pop Up Food Pantry” in the tag line.  Thank you for your 
consideration to help this local mission. 

The Mission Committee would like to thank all those who 
helped to make our Souper Bowl Soup Cook-off a success.  To 
sum it all up: we had 11 participants that shared their time, 
talent & soup; 11 soups that all tasted great; 60  tasters; great 
workers that helped with preparation, serving and clean up; 
great music by Galen Benton on the accordion; the weather 
was great; a great committee that helped get everything pre-
pared and ready; and great fellowship!  Plus, we took in over 
$600 from our great supporters of our mission projects to be 
used in 2023!  Thank you for your fabulous support!  This all 
equals a successful event!! 

Prayer Chain  
Please send requests to 
our email or phone pray-
er chain: 

[email prayer chain]  
Church Office  
dflinck@gmail.com 
or (507) 372-2939 

[phone prayer chain]  
Janelle Johnson  
(507) 376-5479. 

Also watch for updates in 
the Prayer Corner of the 
Friday Update. 

Care Centers:  
South Shore Care Center 
First UMC: 
Lois Carlberg     LaDee Grant  

Mary Jane Brown Center 
Adrian UMC: 
Mary Prins 

Country Living Cottage 
Adrian UMC: 
Margaret Loger 

Sunrise View in Adrian 
First UMC: 
Claribel Grussing 
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Celebrations:  

On behalf of the Trustees, Nancy Galland reported that the coffee station in the 
kitchen has been repaired by Denny Bonsma (thanks, Denny!).  She also stated 
that there is no news about the new bus at this time (sad face emoticon). 

Pam Soderholm shared that the Missions Team expresses their gratitude for the 
Foundation’s gift of $3000 to go toward mission projects in 2023.  They also 
would like to thank all those who helped to make the Souper Bowl Soup  
Cook-off a success.  There were 11 participants that shared their time, talent & 
soup; 11 soups that all tasted great; 60 tasters; great workers that helped with 
preparation, serving and clean up; great music by Galen Benton on the  
accordion; the weather was great; a great committee that helped get  
everything prepared and ready; and great fellowship!  Plus, we took in over 
$600 from our great supporters of our mission projects to be used in 2023!  
Thank you for your fabulous support!  This all equals a great event!! 

Pam also informed the Council that Sunday coffee fellowship is going very well.  
We are grateful to a host of persons who have volunteered to organize the 
gathering.  About 15 to 20 persons attend coffee fellowship each week.  Special 
thanks to Pastor Angel and Lourdes and the Hispanic Church who take care of 
the remainder of the coffee and snacks and also provide clean up. 

Gretchen O’Donnell communicated that the Family Life event for acrylic craft 
painting had 23 participants (some of those persons came from the library).  
Other news from the Family Life Team included the Youth Lock-in, which had 
11 kids combined with First Lutheran Church (most of the youth were from 
First).  Special thanks to Lisa Gerdes, Amy Shirbroun and Gretchen for helping 
with the overnight event.  The Youth Ice Skating Party had nine participants 
who loved it!  Some of the youth went skating for the very first time.  A shout 
out to Steve and Anita Leach for their tremendous assistance. 

Sunday Youth Encounter continues to be steady, but not spectacular in  
attendance.  Those who come really enjoy it.  Gretchen reminded everyone of 
the all church archery event coming up on February 26th at the Southwest 
Bowbenders Archery Club in Worthington.  Balloons filled with Bible verses will 
be some of the targets. 

Another youth gathering coming up on Sunday March 12th happens in Okoboji 
Lutheran Bible Camp.  Our youth (grades 6-12) will travel to the camp for an 
Outreach Night, complete with food, worship, a message and of course, games!  
WAYMA  (Worthington Area Youth Ministers Association) met with Gretchen to 
evaluate 507 gatherings and plan for this year’s Baccalaureate service for high 
school seniors.  Wednesday Night Meals is being evaluated for feasibility for 
next year - we average about 27 persons each Wednesday night. 

The Women’s Lenten Study “40 Days with Jesus” and the new Book Club will 
begin soon - watch for more details.  An all church Movie Night is being 

Here are the highlights from 
the First UMC Council meeting held on 

Thursday, February 16th 
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planned for a Sunday afternoon in March.  The Sunday School is renting the  
JB Fieldhouse on Sunday, April 30th for end of year activities.  And a joint  
effort to host VBS with at least two other churches is scheduled for June 4,5,6 
in the evening.  The VBS is called “Community Kids Camp” and will be held here 
at First Church this year, then will rotate each year to the other churches. 

Challenges: 

Forming a children’s choir for special events coming up is a challenge.   
Weather cancellations have had an impact on events and made it difficult to 
sustain momentum.  Education shared that the Sunday School program still 
needs at least one person to volunteer for teaching Sunday school next year.   
The Finance Team continues to work on scheduling money counting teams to 
help the persons who have volunteered for that role. 

The bus situation is a challenge because we do not have our new bus yet.  We 
are missing some critical persons who would like to attend worship and other 
events.  After discussing various options (including renting a bus on Sunday 
morning), it was recommended that Nancy bring this hope to the next  
Trustees’ meeting. 

Current Focus: 

The Missions Team shared that Linda Doeden will be at First Church on  
Sunday, April 30th, where she will speak about her mission to Laos.  She will 
also share during the worship service that morning.  Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox year long effort of gathering gifts will be coming soon.  James Jenson 
said that the PSPRC (Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee) is very 
appreciative of what the staff is doing.  They also reported working on the 
church profile.  Mike Johnson (Finance Team) shared that the Drop Box has 
been installed in the door to the church office and can be used for dropping 
off offerings and other communications.  Lastly, members of the church are 
invited to join together for the Twins game on Saturday, July 8th.  The bus will 
leave the church at 8:00 a.m.. 

Cutting Edge Issues: 

Item #1: The Council discussed the church profile and will assist the PSPRC 
in putting that document together. 

Item #2: 2023 Financial Update 

Ellen lifted up the final numbers for the month of January.  We are blessed to 
report all bills have been paid, including the apportionment payment for  
January.  We thank everyone for your faithful giving. 

The next council meeting is set for 
Thursday, March 16th, 2023 at 5:30 p.m.. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Daren 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Celebrations:   

We are grateful to report that our worship attendance is steady,  
averaging around 24 persons each Sunday.  In spite of the fact that we 
would like to see more persons in church, we are very grateful for the 
dedication of those who are there each week.  G1 continues to meet, 
with about 6-8 youth showing up.  The group will continue to meet until 
the end of April.  

Challenges: 

Terry Miller reported that the parsonage had a problem with the clothes 
dryer.  Terry lined up a repairman who was able to fix the issue - he 
preplaced a thermal unit.     

Current Focus:  

The joint PSPRC (Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee) has been 
working on updating our church profile.  Both churches have sections 
that are unique to its identity.  We need to have our church profile  
updated before this summer.  Linda Reese and Diane Honermann are 
the PSPRC representatives.   

The council decided to give Chick Honermann a gift for removing the 
snow from the church.  Darlene will get a $50 gift card from Sterlings in 
Adrian and $100 cash to cover the gasoline costs.  We appreciate 
Chick’s work in keeping the sidewalks free from the snow. 

In light of Fist Church celebrating their 150th in May of this year, it was 
noted that Adrian’s 150th Anniversary will be in 2026. 

Cutting Edge Issues: 

Item #1: 2023 Financial Update:  

Ellen Hoefker and Marie Lonnemann have been working with Darlene to 
take over the financial reporting, starting on March 1st.  We are grateful 
to Darlene for helping out these past two months.  Our end of January 
looks solid, with all 3expenses current (including apportionments).  
Thank you to everyone for your faithful giving. 

The next council meeting is set for 
Monday, March 20th, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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Here are the highlights from 
the Adrian UMC Council meeting held 

on Monday, February 27th 



Download our free app on your Smartphone or iPad.  You can view the 
church schedule or watch previous Sunday messages.  You can send a 
question directly to the pastor.  You can even give online - it’s that 
easy and secure.  You will find the app in the App Store - search for 
First United Methodist Church Worthington. 

RightNow Media Library is an online video resource that you can utilize 
at home right from your computer.  Over 10,000 Christian growth and 
learning videos are available to you - right now!  First UMC provides 
this service at no cost to all of its members and friends to use in their 
Christian growth and learning.  It’s like Netflix for Christians.  Set up 
your personal account today at no charge!  Contact the church office - 
we will help you set up your free account to get started. 

The official church directory is accessible to members from First and 
Adrian on computer or other smart devices.  The digital version is just 
like a printed one, with links to phone numbers, addresses, email 
addresses and pictures.  The online site allows updating to be done by 
each member to their own profile.  It also has a printable option for 
persons who do not use the internet.  We can easily (and cost  
effectively) print an up-to-date directory with all of the normal activity 
pages we desire.  Lastly, it is updatable - almost instantly! 

The online directory is safe and secure (all the available protections 
and practices to safeguard our data).  A handy companion app is  
available for Smartphones or iPads.  Phone numbers link directly to 
immediate dial, addresses link to maps, in addition to many other 
features we haven’t even thought about yet.  You can access your 
version of the online directory today - as stated above, you will need 
an active email address which has already been connected to your 
online information.  Contact the church office for more details. 

We have an active Facebook page that often promotes the ministry of 
our church.  Announcements, events, and sharing stories takes place 
on our Facebook page.  We also make special announcements via our 
page to keep you up to date on schedule changes.  Use the following 
link to add our page to your favorites:  

https://www.facebook.com/worthingtonfirstumc 

March 2023 - The Key - page 15 



Pastor Angel Franco and his wife Lourdes continue to work hard at 
growing their congregation.  They are averaging 25 persons in worship 
each week.  Pastor Angel and Lourdes keep busy by distributing 
furniture for Love INC, assisting with the school food distribution  
program, and helping persons retain their legal status to be here in 
the United States.   

Come to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings before church to  
enjoy a cup of coffee or juice and a roll along with visiting in  
fellowship with other members and friends of the church.  It all begins 
at 10:00 a.m..  We are always on the lookout for persons to help serve 
on a rotating basis.  Please contact Pam Soderholm if you are willing 
to help. 
 

Back by popular demand! Jewelry making! Our next church craft night 
will be on Wednesday, March 15, from 4:30-7p.m. All ages are  
welcome to attend this fun jewelry making craft night. Cost is $5 per 
person to make 3 pieces of jewelry. Please let us know ahead of time 
if you plan to attend, but walk-ins are also welcome.   

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and support group for people 
who are grieving the death of someone close to them.  This group is 
led by caring people who have experienced grief and want to help  
others through the difficult days ahead.  The group meets on  
Tuesdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church beginning 
April 4th until June 27th.  Contact First Lutheran Church to register 
(you may join at any time) at 507.376.6148.  We know it hurts - we 
can help.  Call today. 

There is a new drop box installed in the office door of the church.  
It can be used to safely drop off your offerings, letters,  
communications, etc to the church.  The box is locked and secure, 
with the only access inside and the code given to the money  
counters.   
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Each Sunday we live streaming our worship services from First UMC.  
If you are going to be out of town, you can catch the live broadcast 
on our church app (download to your device) or any one of four differ-
ent online locations:  

The Boxcast TV Channel 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/qikol6fqes2qwhperl2l 

First UMC YouTube Channel  

Go to YouTube: First United Methodist Church Worthington  

First UMC FaceBook  

Go to FaceBook: Worthington: First United Methodist Church 

First UMC Website 

http://firstumcworthington.com/  

Worship services for First UMC are scheduled to be broadcast on the 
public access Channel 3 in Worthington.  The broadcast times are Sun-
day at 6:30 am, Monday at 3:00 p.m. and Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. for 
the current week.  Worship services for Adrian UMC can be found on 
the church’s YouTube Channel.  

Here are the persons who are scheduled to help with the greeting, 
sound, media, and live stream services:  

First UMC       Sound/Video Media Shout  

Sunday  March  5  Andrew Brandt Rebecca Brandt 
Sunday March 12  Kari Meyer Claire Meyer 
Sunday  March 19  Rick Dalrymple Sadie Nickel 
Sunday March 26  Andrew Brandt Rebecca Brandt  

First UMC       Greeting Team     

Sunday  March  5  Kathy Gallagher Nancy Galland 
Sunday March 12  Pat Grimmius Beth Habicht 
Sunday  March 19  David Hibma Hollie Hibma 
Sunday March 26  Micah Hietbrink Alyssa Hietbrink

March 2023 - The Key - page 17 



1 Kyla Hietbrink 

 Rose Homan 

2 Tina Nickel 

 Chad Heidebrink 

3 Jason Horne 

 Kristin Kor 

 Evelyn Green 

4 Chad Jaycox 

 Tatlana Mikel Franco 

5 Levi Leach 

6 Bonnie Frisbee 

 Sandi Mead 

 Diane Vagt 

7 Susan Belz 

11 Lisa Gerdes 

 Tori Johnson 

 Megan Kluever 

  

11 Jaden Nickel 

 Myra Palmer 

12 Kenny Hoefker 

 Andrea Johnson 

14 Virgle Buck 

 Lourdes Franco 

 Jeremy Johnson 

15 Dena Leach 

 Sadie Nickel 

16 Makenna Nickel 

 Timothy Yager 

17 Donna Essman 

 Kip Jensen 

18 Dave Johnson 

 Walter Kellen 

  

   

  

19 Dana Oberloh 

20 Debra Horne 

 Kinley Kurtz 

21 Maxine Cranston 

 Kevin DeSmith 

22 Larry Doeden 

 Cameron Jenson 

24 Connie Haberman 

 Jayden Maras 

25 Christopher Nelsen 

 Jada Nelsen 

 David Reisdorfer 

26 Aaron Bonsma 

28 Karen Lawrence 

30 Katherine Gallagher 

31 Elizabeth Bushard 

 Allison Jaycox-Coffman 

 Jonah Oberloh 
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3 Robert & Ellen Darling 

4 Gerald & Cindy Langendorfer 

17 Roger & Karen Rye 

18 Steve & Anita Leach 

20 Rick & Diane Honerman 

 



Prayers for health concerns: 

 Marlene Wieneke Corky Tate 
 LaDee Grant  Tom Vagt  
 Steve Potts  Tim Yager                    
 Alyssa Hietbrink Rhett Scheevel 
 Sharlene Hohensee (Paula Behren’s mother) 

Those impacted by COVID 19:  
 Mary Prins           Covid long-haulers 

Those dealing with cancer: 

Laurie Blume Connie Bremer (Betty Taarud’s daughter) 
Scott Klooster Makenzie Gist (Nancy Galland’s niece) 
Christopher Brown 

Those recovering/dealing with health issues: 

Claribel Grussing Weston Erlandson Karen Schulz 
Phil Glembin   Casen Hotzler  Steve Timmons 
Tim Yager     Ken Bipes  Bruce Lease 
Gerald Fisher  Nancy Hyink  Monica Veil  
Ariana Lopez   John Clease  Aiden Remme   
Ajulo Ochala   Bruce Lease  Pat Huisenga 
Bill Carlberg Mike Miller Randy Tarrud  
Emma Schnyders Kristi Johnson Gary Hibma 

For those dealing with grief and loss… 
 The family of Arlene Jaycox (Chad’s mother) 

Giving thanks & praying for: 

Our new Bishop and District Superintendent…  
Our teachers, administrators, students… 
Front line health care workers… 
Law enforcement & emergency workers… 
Service women & men and their families… 

 
If you have a loved one you would like to have added to the Prayer 
Corner list, or if any name needs to be removed from this list, please 
contact the church office: 

   507.372.2939  methodistoffice@gmail.com 
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