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I’ve been doing a great deal of reflecting this 
past year, perhaps more than I have done in a 
long time.  I suppose my father’s passing away 
and other things like my 50th class reunion will 
cause a lot of reflection to happen.  One of the 
things I’ve been thinking about is the amount of 
time that I have been blessed to be with you, here in Worthing-
ton and Adrian.  Since the beginning in 2013, I know that there 
have been a fair amount of changes - in the world and in our 
churches.  We have tried so new things and sometimes they 
have worked out well… and of course, we tried some things 
which did not work out so well.  We’ve been blessed to have 
some new persons join us in our journey and we’ve watched 
with a tinge of sadness as we bade farewell to those who have 
moved on to other ventures or venues. 

Some of you recall when we participated in the Minnesota Annual Conference’s 
Health Church Initiative (HCI).  The primary goal of HCI was to help congrega-
tions increase their effectiveness and vitality toward spiritual, numerical, and 
missional growth.  Our congregation was invited to participate in that program 
because we have promise.  We have potential.  We have possibility. 

Guess what?  We still do!  There’s actually a song about that - “I am a prom-
ise, I am a possibility, I am a great big bundle of potentiality.”  In November, 
we will again participate as two churches in taking a look at our possibilities of 
change for the future.  We are a promise and we do have tremendous poten-

tial… but only works if God is the One. 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those 
who build it labor in vain.” - Psalm 127:1.  
No program - no effort - no amount of plan-
ning will make any appreciable difference 
unless God is the One at the forefront of it 
all.  That’s my prayer for these interesting 
times we are living in!  How about you? 

 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 

First United Methodist Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck            Choir Director: Jeanette Jenson 

Administrative Assistant: Lori Nienkirk   Bell Choir Director: Brenda DeSmith                  

Family Life: Gretchen O’Donnell                        Finance Manager: Sue Johnson 
Youth Leader: Lisa Gerdes      Custodians: Sarah & Chad Nickel 

Office: (507) 372-2939                Fax: (507) 372-2404 
Address: 408 11th Street,  P.O. Box 668, Worthington, MN  56187 

methodistoffice@gmail.com      www.firstumcworthington.com 
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“Worship the Lord with gladness...” - Psalm 100:2a   

September Worship: “Come and worship the Lord!” 
Sunday, September 4 

The 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Terry Miller Preaching 

“Under Construction ” 
“Through the Holy Spirit, God molds us 

and refines us. ” 
- based on Jeremiah 18:1-11  

  

Sunday, September 11 

The 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

“In God - 
Some of Us - Trust” 

“Increasingly, some people claim that 

God does not exist.  How do we - as 

Christians - respond to that?” 

- based on Psalm 14  

Sunday, September 18 

The 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

“The Taming of the Shrewd” 
“The parable Jesus tells the disciples 

encourages them to be crafty, 

cunning, and wise in their 

dealings with the world.” 

- based on Luke 16:1-13 
 

Sunday, September 25 

The 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Selective Vision” 
“Our choices will follow us 

to judgment day.  Hopefully, we will 

select those choices based on 

God’s plan, not our own vision.” 

- based on 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship: 
Come to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings before church to 
enjoy a cup of coffee or juice and a roll along with visiting in  
Fellowship with other members and friends of the church.  It all  
begins at 10:00 a.m..  We are always on the lookout for persons to 
help serve on a rotating basis.  Please contact Pam Soderholm if you 
are willing to help. 

Volunteers: 
One of the challenges we are experiencing 
right now is the absence of volunteers in some 
important areas of the church.  We need  
persons to help secure and count our Sunday 
offerings.  We need persons to help prepare 
and serve Holy Communion.  We are in need of more persons to help 
with the live stream sound and media.  If you can volunteer and are 
willing to help out, please contact the church office for more details.  
Prayerfully consider your involvement.  We need you! 
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Hello! Welcome to the Family Light Update - 
where we shed some light on the Family Life 
Ministry of First United Methodist Church! 
 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; they are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 
Lamentations 3:22-23 
 

This verse hangs on the wall of my office, reminding me daily that 
we are not alone in our service to the Lord. He is faithfully right 
here with us! As our Sunday School year opens, how good it is to 
be reminded that we are not entering this busy time in our own 
power; we are doing what we do to the honor and glory of God!  
 

I was thrilled to have seven people join me at our first Family Life 
Committee meeting in August! We’ve also had two Education 
Committee meetings recently with faithful teachers who are once 
again committing to nurture our children and youth in the year 
ahead. Together, these two groups are planning Sunday School, 
Wednesday evening activities and other special events for the up-
coming quarter and into the year ahead. Look for our detailed an-
nouncements on Rally Sunday, our Fall Hayride and Hotdog 
Roast, and our Sunday School options.  
 

If you’re interested in joining our teaching team or our Family Life 
Committee, you are more than welcome! 

 

All to God’s Glory!  

Gretchen  
Family Life 

Coordinator 
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Rally Sunday: 
First UMC Sunday School is about to begin! It all starts with Rally Sun-
day, September 18th at 9:15 a.m. Kids and parents will be able to meet 
their Sunday School teachers and learn more about the upcoming school 
year. Fun activities are planned for everyone!  

Help Needed!! 
We need 2 people that care about the youth of our church. They would 
co-teach with our established teachers in the youngest two classes of 
Sunday School. A part time position, you’d help the teacher and fill in 
when they needed to be gone. Whether you’ve taught before or just 
enjoy children, please consider completing our education staff by volun-
teering for one of these positions. If interested, please contact Pat Grim-
mius (pagrimmius@gmail.com) or Gretchen O’Donnell 
(familylifewgtn@gmail.com) Thank you! 

First UMC Chancel Choir: 
Attention Choir Members and those that would like to join choir: 
Choir rehearsal starts Wednesday, September 7th!  Please come and 
join this fun group from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m..  If you have questions or 
would like to join please contact Jeanette Jenson 507.360.4187.  

First UMC Bell Choir: 
Attention Bell Choir Members and those that would like to join: 
Bell Choir rehearsal starts Wednesday, September 21st!  Please come 
and join this fun group from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. We are always looking 
for new ringers, so if you are interested in joining the choir or have 
questions about learning to play the bells, please contact Brenda 
DeSmith 507.370.0417. 

Fall Hayride for the Family: 
First UMC is planning its second fun fall afternoon of games, a hayride 
and wiener roast on Sunday, September 25th at 3:30 pm at the Soder-
holm’s Farm.  We had a great time in year’s past and look forward to 
resuming this family fun activity this year.  Everyone is invited to come 
for the food, hayride, games, and fun! 

Gretchen’s Blog 
Please check out Gretchen's new blog on our website! First Things 
First will publish every Wednesday (or at least that's the goal) and can 
be accessed by going to the FUMC homepage and clicking on 
"Gretchen's BLOG" on the menu. Please stop by her blog and leave a 
comment if you're so inclined!  
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 Operation Christmas Child: 
Thank you for all of the donations that have been coming in for Opera-
tion Christmas Child; your generosity is very much appreciated.  Here is 
a list of some things that we would could use yet for the boxes.  The 
boxes are packed for kids ages 2-14.  We will be packing the boxes in 
early November. 

Personal Care Items:  Bars of soap, washcloths, toothbrushes, hair 
brushes and combs, small water bottles, nail clippers and files, non-
liquid lip balm, deodorant 

School Supplies:  Pencils, scissors, notebooks, glue sticks, pens, cray-
ons, markers, colored pencils, big erasers, solar calculators, index cards, 
watercolor paint sets 

Clothing (for boys and girls ages 2-14):  pants, shorts, shirts, tank 
tops, dresses, skirts, socks, flip flops, underwear 

Accessories:  sunglasses, hair accessories (bows, scrunchies, & pony 
tail holders), hats & visors, tote bags, small purses 

Toys:  Yo-yos, slinkies, stuffed animals, Barbies or other small dolls, 
small toy trucks or cars, small Etch  A Sketch, playdough and cutters, 
playing cards, card games or other small games, small puzzles, harmon-
icas, recorders, small plastic animals, jump ropes, small foam balls, mar-
bles, finger puppets. 

Also, monetary donations are accepted to purchase extra items and to 
use for postage to send the boxes overseas.  Please make your check 
payable to First United Methodist Church with OCC on the memo line. 

UMCOR: Helping the People of Ukraine: 
United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian  
assistance to the Ukrainian people in the wake of the Russian  
invasion of their country may contribute to Advance #982450, UMCOR 
(United Methodist Committee On Relief) International  
Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will provide direct  
assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing 
to neighboring countries.   

You can make your gift to support the people of Ukraine by check made 
out to First UMC with “Advance #982450 - Ukraine” written on the 
memo line.  One hundred percent of all Advance  
contributions go to the designated cause. 

First Sunday 
Beginning soon on the first Sunday of each month at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. All ages will meet together for ten minutes of intergen-
erational connection and fun! More details coming soon! 
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Adult Study to Begin 
Any and all adults are invited to join us for a six
-week Sunday School study of the book, Jesus 
Revealed, by Matt Rawle, an in-depth look at 
the “I AM” statements of Jesus in the Gospel of 
John. Through his “I AM” statements, Jesus de-
scribes himself with rich imagery, showing us 
that he is both fully human and fully divine. This 
class, led by Gretchen, will meet at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room. Books will be available for a 
suggested donation of $12.99.  Following that 
we will  offer a study of a book of the Bible, led by Pastor Daren. 
This will take place in  November on Sunday afternoons. Exact 
time to be determined. 

Wednesday Evening Planning Team 

The Wednesday Evening Planning Team will meet at 4:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, September 8th, in the Family Life Office. If you are 
interested in being a part of the planning process for our 
Wednesday evening activities, please join us! 
Baby Shower 
An open house baby shower for Nathan Williams, 
son of Ashley Williams, grandson of Shelly  
Williams, will be on September 10th from 2-4 
p.m. in the Fireside Room.  Hope to see you there! 

Do you know where they’ve gone? 
We want to invite past members to our church’s 150th anniver-
sary party next May. However, we need some addresses. If you 
have a current address for any of the following, please get it to 
Pat (pagrimmius@gmail.com) or to the church office 
(methodistoffice@gmail.com). Thanks for your help! 
 
Cindy Scheevel  Paula Traphagen Bill/Volda Mork 
Mike/Dixie Hanson  Kathy Briggs  Pam Dobson 
Blake/Kalen Welge  Shelly Dykstra Marjorie Haken 
Lynn & Shelley Darling Tracy Hardekopf Ronnie/Amy Kline 
Wayne/Carmen Knott  Bill/Ellen Heille Pam Jones 
Mathew Freeschack  Amy Maras  Deb McLeod  
Rosemary Loveless  Gene Mitthun  Patty Moser  
Jolene Hofmeyer  Linda Matthiesen Kim Pehrson 
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Here are the highlights from 
the First UMC Council meeting held on 

Wednesday, August 17th 

Celebrations: 
The Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee (PSPRC) reports that 
Lori Nienkerk will assume the duties of the administrative assis-
tant starting in September.  Lori’s office hours will run Tuesday to 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, with Wednesday being the 
only scheduled day when she will be in the office a full day.  We 
shared our deep appreciation for Jeff Ludes and his stabilizing in-
fluence while he was working as our administrative assistant this 
past summer.  Thank you so much, Jeff! 

Missions Team reports a $300 donation was made to the Manna 
Pantry Backpack Program.  Rick and Dianne Dalrymple and Nancy 
Galland were there on distribution day.  The Missions Team Taco 
Bar Sunday raised $731 that will be donated to the Banquet.  The 
Team is very appreciative of Pastor Angel and Lourdes and their 
congregation for their help in serving and participating.  Also very 
grateful to Angel for making the tacos and donating all of the 
food.  The Missions Team has talked about serving in person at 
the Banquet and may revisit that next year.   The Team also was 
grateful that Pastor Angel and Lourdes have volunteered to assist 
in the food distribution of the Every Meal program at the School.   

Mike Johnson reported that the roof has not experienced any 
leaking and upon inspection and that the roof is in stable condi-
tion.  However, the plan is to shore up the roof for just under 
$4000 to keep it in good shape for the winter weather - author-
ized by the Trustees.   

Rally Sunday is approaching (September 18th).  The Family Life 
Team will host its first meeting next week with 5 new members.  
Gretchen also will lead an Adult Study Group will begin the week 
following Rally Sunday.  A family event Hayride will be held on 
Sunday, September 25th at the Soderholm Farm beginning at 
3:30 p.m..  Watch for more details on these events in the bulletin 
and newsletter. 

We are grateful for our two groups that meet every week - wom-
en’s morning group on Tuesdays at HyVee and men’s breakfast 
on Wednesday.  Anyone is welcome to join!   

The Foundation reports that scholarships have been approved for 
the school year 2022-2023.  The amount awarded was $9,800 to 
12 college students! In addition, the Foundation provided $20,000 



September 2022 - The Key - page 11 

support for the Family Life Coordinator position. 

Challenges: 

The church bus is not any closer to being delivered than last 
month.  Billion Auto representatives have no information to share 
with us with respect to the completion of this sale.   

The Education Team shared they need one or two persons who 
would be willing to volunteer as co-teachers for Sunday School.   

The repair of the curb in the front of the church will be done at 
some point this fall.   

Finance shared that there is a need for financial counters on Sun-
day morning for the offering.  If you have done it in the past and 
would lend your ability to team up with another person, please 
contact Ellen Hoefker or Mike Johnson.  In addition, the Team is 
looking for a few persons to be a part of the finance team. 

Current Focus:  

Finance reports that they will be reconfiguring the process of se-
curing the offering for Sunday morning… simply by making a 
drop box where the offering can be secured on Sunday morning 
for counting later.   

Pastor Angel has completed his course for licensing.   

150 year celebration on Sunday, May 21st.    

Cutting Edge Issues: 

Item #1:  

The Council discussed the latest news on the Annual Conference 
and the United Methodist Church denomination.   

Item #2: 2022 Financial Update 

Ellen Hoefker updated our financial situation.  We have used 1/2 
of our reserve which we began the year with - much of the ex-
penses included the high cost of heating the church ($10,000 
more than last year at this time).  However, our apportionments 
continue to be paid!  We are very grateful for the faithful giving 
of our congregation. 

The next council meeting is set for 

Thursday, September 15th at 5:30 p.m.. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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Adrian Council Highlight Reel: 
Here are the highlights from the Adrian Council meeting, held on Zoom on 
Monday, August 22nd: 

Celebrations: 

We celebrate our continued financial strength.  Sunday worship in person con-
tinues to be inspirational and meaningful.  We are grateful for Diane Hon-
ermann, Brenda DeSmith and Carolyn Beerman who provide excellent music 
each Sunday.   

Challenges: 

We continue to think and pray about the persons who have not returned to in 
person worship - for whatever the reason.  We talked about some ways to en-
courage others to join us in worship, possibly by sharing an announcement in 
the bulletin and newsletter to invite people to return. 

Current Focus:  

G1 will resume on Wednesday, September 21st at 6:15 p.m..     

Dave reported that we have had some hail damage on the church roof.  The 
parsonage is fine, but there is significant damage on the church roof.  The in-
surance adjuster has checked it out.  We will be in process replacing the dam-
aged shingles and gutters on the roof.  Dave is getting estimates on costs and 
will keep us in the loop.  More than likely, we would hire someone to replace 
the shingles on the roof.  Hopefully, the insurance estimate will cover the ma-
jority of the cost (except for the $500 deductible).   

Dave is also doing some research to decrease the heating bill - waiting for 
more information.   

Dave also checked into replacing the projector system with a large screen tv 
(costs from $700 to $1000, depending upon the available size).  Motion was 
made seconded and approved to use memorial funds to purchase a large 
screen tv to replace the projector.  Dave will measure the area and determine 
the size tv to purchase and install.  Lastly, it was moved, seconded and ap-
proved to repave the parsonage, using funds from the parsonage fund. 

Linda reported on the Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee meetings that 
take place between the two churches.  Most of what the committee does deals 
with staffing (much of it at First) but there are moments when we discuss with 
our shared ministry.  Two important things the PSPRC is faced with: updating 
the church profile between the two churches in order to prepare for the upcom-
ing selection process for someone to replace Pastor Daren when he retires.  
The second thing is participating in a Change Management Workshop during 
the first weekend in November.  The workshop is sponsored by the Lilly Foun-
dation and is designed to help rural churches deal with the challenges they are 
facing especially with respect to change.  First and Adrian were one of ten rural 
churches invited to this workshop.  Terry Miller will attend, representing Adrian.   

Cutting Edge Issues: 
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Live Streaming! 
Each Sunday we live streaming our worship services from First UMC.   
If you are going to be out of town, you can catch the live broadcast on 
our church app (download to your device) or any one of four different 
online locations:  

The Boxcast TV Channel 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/qikol6fqes2qwhperl2l 

First UMC YouTube Channel  

Go to YouTube: First United Methodist Church Worthington  

First UMC FaceBook  

Go to FaceBook: Worthington: First United Methodist Church 

First UMC Website 

http://firstumcworthington.com/  

Broadcast on Channel 3... 
Worship services for First UMC are scheduled to be broadcast on public 
access Channel 3 in Worthington.  The broadcast times are Monday at 
3:00 p.m. and Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. for the current week. 

Live Stream and Media Tech Schedule... 
Our adjusted worship schedule has made changes to each church’s  
Sunday volunteer list.  Here are the persons who are scheduled to help 
with the sound, media, and live stream services: 

First UMC       Sound/Video Media Shout 

Sunday  September 4 Kari Meyer Claire Meyer 
Sunday September 11 Rick Dalrymple John Steinle 
Sunday  September 18 Andrew Brandt John Steinle 
Sunday  September 25  Kari Meyer* Claire Meyer* 

Item #1: 2022 Financial Update 

Ann Schiek-Solomon updated our financial situation.  Our apportionments con-
tinue to be paid and we are very grateful for the faithful giving of our congre-
gation. 

The next council meeting is set for 

Monday, September 26th at 7:00 p.m.. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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1 Brylee Zebe 

2 Mark Ludes 

 Brenda DeSmith 

3 Merlyn Cranston 

 Pat Bretzman 

4 Etta Schroeder 

5 Chris Dybevick 

 Scott Heidebrink 

6 Carroll Miller 

7 Brisa Zebe 

8 Bruce Lease 

9 Sally Hibma 

 Shellie Williams 

 Margaret Essman 

 Nathan Erlandson 

2 Robert & Debra Horne 

3 James & Laura Schuett 

4 Jerald & Evelyn Green 

5 Ben & Marlene Wieneke 

8 Bill & Deb Geertsema 

9 Dennis & Cheryl Bonsma 

14 Conrad & Judy Schmidt 

16 Henry & Elaine Mess 

18 Gary & Sally Hibma 

25 James & Amy Stefferud 

27 Aaron & Nicole Bonsma 

10 Scott Mogck 

 Betty Taarud 

 Karen Rye 

11 Louise Dreasher 

 John Mead 

 Kenli Geertsema 

12 Matthew Yager 

13 Matthew Erlandson 

 Sharon Jones 

14 James Jenson 

16 James Stefferud 

17 Deron Soderholm 

 Charger Erlandson 

21 Wade Lawrence 

22 Diane Honermann 

23 Pat Grimmius 

 Randy Taarud 

24 Diane Dybevick 

25 Kory Nickel 

 Janet Jeppesen 

 Cody Klooster 

26 Liz Spiegelhoff 

 Weston Erlandson 

27 Claire Ludes 

 Conrad Schmidt 

 Roger Rye 

28 Shea Klooster 

 Ian Ruppert 

 Jenna Winselman 
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 Please pray for: 
Prayers for immediate health concerns: 
 Karen Schulz Mary Prins  
 Bob Shore & Etta Schroeder 

Those impacted by COVID 19: Persons who are long haulers 

Those those dealing with cancer: 
Laurie Blume   Connie Bramer (Betty Taarud’s daughter) 
Glen Crowley   Anthony Tate (Corky & Ginny’s grandson) 
Scott Klooster   Kristi Johnson (Dave/Linda Reese’s daughter) 
Sheryl (Thelma Yager’s sister) Makenzie Gist (Nancy Galland’s niece) 
Christopher Alan Brown Merlyn Cranston... 

Those recovering/dealing with health issues: 
Elaine Mess   Marlene Wieneke Claribel Grussing 
Henry Mess   Phil Glembin  Casen Hotzler 
Rick Dalrymple  Tim Yager    Ken Bipes 
Gerald Fisher   Nancy Hyink  Weston Erlandson 
Ariana Lopez   John Clease  Steve Timmons 
Aiden Remme   Ajulo Ochala   Bruce Lease 
Bill Carlberg Mike Miller Monica Veil 
Emma Schnyders Rhoda Flinck Gary Hibma 
LaDee Grant 

Giving thanks for: Area farmers   
 Front line health care workers 
 Law enforcement & emergency workers… 

 Service women & men and their families… 

For those dealing with grief and loss… 
  

Prayer Chain  
Please send requests to our 
email or phone prayer 
chain: 

[email prayer chain]  
Church Office  
dflinck@gmail.com or 
(507) 372-2939 

[phone prayer chain]  
Janelle Johnson  
(507) 376-5479. 

Also watch for prayer updates in the Prayer Corner 
of the Friday Update. 

Care Centers:  
South Shore Care Center 
First UMC: 
Lois Carlberg      LaDee Grant 

Mary Jane Brown Center 
Adrian UMC: 
Mary Prins 

Country Living Cottage 
Adrian UMC: 
Margaret Loger 
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