
 

 

 

 

 

The Boxcast TV Channel 

First UMC YouTube Channel 

408 11th Street - Worthington, MN  56187 - 507.372.2939 

C  O  H  - Monday through Friday - 8:00 am - 4:30 pm  
w  Office Phone >> 507.372.2939 

w  Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck >> dflinck@gmail.com 
w  Office email >>  methodistoffice@gmail.com  

Prayers for immediate health concerns: 
 Joyce Gravon LaDee Grant  
 Rhoda Flinck Pat Grimmius 
 Tom Vagt Steve Potts 
 Sandy (Nancy Galland’s sister) 

Persons impacted by COVID 19: 
 Mary Prins 
 COVID Long-haulers 

Prayers for those dealing with cancer: 
Merlyn Cranston 
Connie Bremer  (Betty Taarud’s daughter) 
Laurie Blume 
Christopher Allen Brown 
Scott Klooster 
Makenzie Gist  (Nancy Galland’s niece) 

Persons recovering/dealing with health issues: 
Tim Yager Emma Schnyders 
Etta Schroeder  Marlene Wieneke  
Nancy Hyink Gerald Fisher 
Claribel Grussing Kristi Johnson  
John Clease Bruce Lease 
Weston Erlandson Steve Timmons  
Monica Veil Ken Bipes 
Phil Glembin Ajulo Ochala  
Ariana Lopez Casen Hotzler 
Aiden Remme  Bill Carlberg  
Mike Miller Gary Hibma 
Pat Huisenga Karen Schulz 
Randy Taarud 
 
Giving thanks & praying for: 
 Our teachers, administrators, students… 
 Front line health care workers… 
 Law enforcement & emergency workers… 
 Service women & men and their families… 

For those dealing with grief and loss… 

If you have a loved one you would like to have 
added to the Prayer Corner list, or if any name 
needs to be removed from this list,  
please contact the church office. 

25 Carol Krosch 

 Delores Berkness 

 Dianne Dalrymple 

 Gary Boltjes 

26 Brent Hokeness 

27 Paul Reyne 

Each week throughout the year, we pray  
intentionally for families from all of our  
churches - please include these families  
in your prayer life this week. 

 

        Michelle Ebbers 
        Ken & Kathy Elsing 
        Rebecca Emary   
        Don & Robin Erlandson & Family 
        Jennifer Erwin & Family 
        Brett & Alanna Essman 
        Chad & Maddie Essman 
        Donna Essman 
        Keith & Margaret Essman 
        Daren & Nancy Flinck 
        Ardis Frederickson 
        Roger & Bonnie Frisbie 
        Katherine Gallagher 
    
During this holiday season, let’s remember to 
visit those who are in Care Centers or are home-
bound: especially reach out to Bruce Lease, Betty 
Taarud, Katherine Willey, Lois Carlberg, Margaret 
Loger, Mary Prins, Claribel Grussing, and LaDee 
Grant.   

One visit goes a long way! 

28 Cindy Langendorfer 

 Nathan Reyne 

 Mary Rydeen 

 Felicity Steinle 

30 Tracey Reyne 

  

30 Chad & Kristin Jaycox 



 

 

M  

Minnesota West has a “Pop-up Food Pantry” for their students who are on  
campus or off campus.  It is a program designed to help the students attending 
Minnesota West.  If you would like to help with this ministry, simply make out 
your gift to “First UMC” with “Pop Up Food Pantry” in the tag line.  Thank you 
for your consideration to help this local mission. 

First Lutheran Church works through Love INC to help provide for those who 
need warm clothing for the winter months.  We are taking donations of new 
or clean, gently used coats and snow pants for all ages.  We are also taking  
donations of new hats, scarves, mittens and boots for all ages.  If you would  
like to donate any of these items, please bring them to the church and place 
them in the collection spot in the church hallway.  These items will be taken 
to First Lutheran Church Coat Closet for them to distribute to those in need.  
Thank you for your consideration to this mission which is being coordinated by 
the members of our church’s mission team. 

Sally Hibma reports that First Church has scheduled all the routes for 
delivering Mobile Meals during the first three weeks in January of 2023!   
If you have any questions, please see Sally Hibma or you may call her at 
507.360.5601 or email her at gshibma@gmail.com.  Thank you for your help 
with this important ministry! 

Mark your calendars for the Mission Team’s Annual Soup Cook-Off.  It will be 
held immediately after church in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, January, 29, 
2023.  For a freewill donation to missions, tasters will enjoy a soup lunch and 
vote for their favorite recipes.  Competitors, start perfecting your recipes!  

CENTERING WORDS 1  

Christ the Savior is born! 
Peace on earth and goodwill to all!    

PRELUDE 

WELCOME - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We Come to Worship God 

PRAISE                                       UMH #224 - 

CALL TO WORSHIP 2 
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  
Let the seas roar and the mountains quake.  

Everything came into being through the Word. 
What came into being was life, and the life was the light for all people.  

Sing to the Lord a new song, 
for God has done marvelous things.  

The Word became flesh and blood, 
and lived among us to bring all people to the light.  

Let heaven and earth break forth into joyous song, 
singing praises to our God.  

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.  

Christ, our light, shines forth in glory. 
Christ, our life, brings grace and truth.  

 
  

  

  

  

Thank you for your faithful giving! 
(*Does not include the carry over revenue from 2021) 



 

 

Let us worship.  Alleluia! 

MPRAISE                                                            UMH #246 - 

MOPENING PRAYER 3 

Incarnate One, we bow before you on this day to celebrate the coming of your 
presence among us.  You are the fulfillment of God’s ancient promises, a living 
testimony to God’s faithfulness.  We thank you for your life-transforming love: you 
are a gift of sustenance to souls who hunger and thirst; you are balm to the 
wounded and strength to the lame; you are the very light of God, shining for all 
the nations to see.  With all creation, we rejoice at your coming, as we worship 
before your manger/cradle.  Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE - THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We Hear God’s Word 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                 John 1:1-14 

MESSAGE                                          

We Respond to God’s Word 
RECOGNITION OF OFFERING 

 

MDOXOLOGY             UMH #95 - 

MPRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We Go Forth to Serve God 

MPRAISE                                      UMH #240 - 

MTHE BENEDICTION - MPOSTLUDE

 

Bishop Lanette Plambeck has been assigned as the resident bishop for the Dakotas-
Minnesota Area effective Jan. 1, 2023.  She was elected to the episcopacy at the 2022 
North Central Jurisdictional Conference.  Before her election, she served as the assistant 
to the bishop and director of clergy and leadership Excellence in the Iowa Annual 
Conference. 

Bishop Plambeck, in her pastoral service, has served as a local church pastor in four 
different pastoral settings including urban, county seat, town, and country.  She has  
experience as a college chaplain and a licensed counselor in family systems and chemical 
and substance abuse.  She is a veteran of the U.S. Army and was deployed to Desert 
Storm/Desert Shield. 

She says the measure of her leadership is three questions she asks herself at the end of 
each day: Did I glorify God?  Did I point people to Christ?  Did I love?  She describes  
herself as “unapologetically Wesleyan and so in love with Jesus and his ministry marked 
by compassion, grace and justice.” A gift she brings as a leader is “to inspire others to 
live lives of significance as we work for ‘kingdom on earth as it is in heaven’ through 
active discipleship as we respond to the suffering in the world. I am committed to  
developing leaders (clergy and laity) to grow into the very best versions of themselves so 
that they can be at their very best for God.”  

First UMC is pleased to announce that Bishop Plambeck has agreed to attend our 150 
year celebration on Sunday, May 21st, 2023.  We look forward to meeting our new  
Bishop!  Please mark the date for that Sunday of celebration. 

All middle and senior youth groups are invited to come to Hy-Vee from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
every Sunday evening for fun with your friends from First United Methodist, First Lutheran 
and Westminster Presbyterian churches for “Encounter”.  All youth are invited to come 
and encounter renewed friendships, making a new friend, or even bringing a friend!  
There will be games, drinks, snacks, fellowship and devotion. 

CRISTO EN TU AYUDA 

TOTAL 

ADRIAN UMC 

FIRST UMC 

    Worship Attendance  

 

Last 

Sunday 
 LIVE STREAM VIEWS 



 

 

South Shore Care Center 
First UMC: 
Lois Carlberg      LaDee Grant  

Mary Jane Brown Center 
Adrian UMC:  
Mary Prins 

Adrian Country Living Cottage 
Adrian UMC:  
Margaret Loger 

Sunrise View Assisted Living 
First UMC: 
Claribel Grussing 

You can catch our live stream  
broadcast on your smartphone, 
iPad, Smart TV or computer at on 
any one of four different app chan-
nels or online websites:   
 
The Boxcast TV Channel 

First UMC Website 

First UMC YouTube Channel  

First UMC FaceBook  

Please note that all of our services 
can be viewed at the above loca-
tions even after the service is over.  
For questions about our broadcasts, 
please contact the church office. 

 SUN  December 25 
9:00 am Worship @ Adrian 
9:15 am NO Sunday School @ First 
10:00 am NO Coffee Fellowship @ First 
10:30 am    Worship @ First 
1:00 pm Cristo En Tu Ayuda @ First 

MON  December 26 
3:00 pm Worship Re-Broadcast on TV3 

TUES  December 27 
9:30 am Ladies Coffee Hour @ Hy-Vee 
3:00 pm Worship Re-Broadcast on TV3 

WED  December 28 
7:00 am Men’s Breakfast @ Blue Line 
5:15 pm NO Fellowship Meal 
6:00 pm NO Bell Choir Practice 
6:15 pm NO G1 in Adrian 
6:30 pm NO Confirmation 
7:00 pm NO Chancel Choir Practice  

 SUN  January 1 
9:00 am Worship @ Adrian 
9:15 am NO Sunday School @ First 
10:00 am Coffee Fellowship @ First 
10:30 am    Worship @ First 
1:00 pm Cristo En Tu Ayuda @ First 
 

John 1:1-14 
New International Version (NIV) 

1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  2  He was with God in the beginning.   
3  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made.  4  In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind.  5  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
6  There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  7  He 
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe.  8  He himself was not the light; he came only 
as a witness to the light. 
9  The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world.  10  He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him.  11  He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  12  Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God  13  children born not of  
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God. 
14  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and  
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

Please join us for fellowship and food, resuming on January 4th, in the First UMC  
Fellowship Hall.  Meals will be served from 5:15-6:30, meaning that you can come at any 
point in that time frame and there will be food ready and waiting for you!  A free-will  
donation basket will be available. 

We would love to have more volunteers to serve and help prepare the food.  If  
interested, please contact Nancy Galland at 360-8833.   


