
A Resource List on Children and the Sacraments
By Water and the Spirit: A United Methodist Understanding of Baptism 


An official paper adopted by the 1996 General Conference to interpret the services of the

baptismal covenant and related rites. You will find this paper in The United Methodist Book of

Resolutions, 2008.

By Water and the Spirit: Making Connections for Identity and Ministry


by Gayle Felton is a 6-session study guide for use in small groups, and contains the full text of

the paper, "By Water and the Spirit," describing the United Methodist understanding of

baptism approved by the 1996 General Conference. This booklet serves as a resource for

congregational leaders who are helping members make connections between the baptismal

covenant and discipleship in daily life.

I Belong to God 


by Carolyn K. Tanner offers a six-session study of baptism, based on By Water and the Spirit.

This intergenerational study explores concepts of God’s love and grace that we experience in

baptism through Bible stories, music, crafts, puzzles, and mission education.

Come! Come! Everybody Worship!


by Carolyn K. Tanner is a study guide for children on the United Methodist Basic Pattern of

Worship. The volume includes reproducible student pages along with a detailed teacher's guide.

Designed primarily for elementary-aged children, the resource can be adapted to a wide range

of teaching situations.

Liturgy and Learning Through the Life Cycle


by John H. Westerhoff III and William H. Willimon is a book for pastors, religious educators,

members of liturgy/worship and religious education committees, and others interested in the

renewal of individual and corporate life through worship. Chapter two offers guidance with the

place of children in Holy Communion.

This Holy Mystery: A Study Guide for Children and Youth: A United Methodist Understanding

of Holy Communion


by Carolyn K. Tanner is designed as a companion to Gayle Carlton Felton’s adult study guide;

http://gbod.org.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy/kintera/entry_763/19/BWASWITHINDEX&INTRO.PDF
http://bookstore.upperroom.org/cart/upperroom/p-16305.htm
http://www.amazon.com/Belong-God-Carolyn-K-Tanner/dp/1878009583/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&qid=1374596422&sr=8-9&keywords=Carolyn+Tanner
http://www.amazon.com/Come-Everybody-Worship-Carolyn-Tanner/dp/1878009605/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1275927735&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Liturgy-Learning-Through-Life-Cycle/dp/1878009214/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1374596522&sr=1-1&keywords=Liturgy+and+Learning+Through+the+Life+Cycle
http://www.amazon.com/This-Holy-Mystery-Study-Children/dp/1878009540/ref=pd_sim_b_1
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


this resource offers the full text of This Holy Mystery along with lesson plans and student

papers useful for a broad age-range of children and youth.

Touch the Water, Taste the Bread: Exploring the Sacraments with Children


is a curriculum developed for children from 3 years old to third grade that offers three lessons

on baptism and three lessons on the Lord’s Supper. The lessons on baptism will introduce

children to the sacraments and to the Bible story about Jesus' baptism. The lessons on

Communion will introduce children to the sacraments and to the Bible story about the Last

Supper.

Read about the Sacraments of the United Methodist Church

Children's Worship

Contact Us for Help

View staff by program area to ask for additional assistance.
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APRIL 12, 2022

Children's Worship with Mort

Every church is looking for creative ways to be inclusive of children and their families. Finding ways to offer

intergenerational worship over th. . .

NOVEMBER 11, 2021

Chuck Knows Church: Episode 48 | Sunday School

What's the meaning and history of Sunday School? Ever wondered? Is it no longer relevant in today's culture?

Chuck walks off the set in disgust b. . .

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1064616&rank=2&txtSearchQuery=Touch+the+water
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.2299859/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/content-library/tags/childrens-worship
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/about/staff
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/childrens-worship-with-mort
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/chuck-knows-church-episode-48-sunday-school


NOVEMBER 18, 2020

Holy Week House Party: Adaptable Easter Egg Hunt

Again this year, families most likely will not be gathering with their church families to celebrate an Easter Egg

Hunt or observe Holy Week activ. . .

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/holy-week-house-party-adaptable-easter-egg-hunt

