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Obey God’s Word

WHEN 
HAVE YOU 
IGNORED 
GOOD 
ADVICE 
AND PAID 
A PRICE?

We display the truth and value of 
God’s Word as we live it out.

The
POINT
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JAMES 1:19-27
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the 
anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant 
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the 
word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently 
at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself 
and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 
25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but 
a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is 
worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from 
the world.



THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

Experts—people who know what they’re talking about—regularly offer 
good advice. And we often ignore that advice. For instance:

   Mechanics recommend when to change the oil in our cars, but we 
often drive far beyond that before we finally returning to have it done. 

   Doctors tell us to eat well and exercise so we can remain healthy, but 
we eat way too much pizza and too many milkshakes. 

   Dentists recommend brushing after every meal, or at least after 
breakfast and before bed time, and flossing daily, but we don’t 
always make it happen. 

   Teachers encourage us to study a little every day in order to get 
good grades, but we often cram the night before a big exam and our 
grades suffer. 

The reality is, we know a lot of best practices, but knowing doesn’t always 
translate into doing. Knowledge by itself is not enough—we must act on 
what we know. This principle applies not only to what we eat and how we 
study, but also to our spiritual lives. We do not read, study, or meditate on 
God’s Word just to know it. God expects us to live out the things we learn.

FACT:
An expert is someone 
who has comprehensive 
or authoritative 
knowledge in a particular 
area. While some skills 
require fewer than 
10,000 hours to become 
an expert, most require 
20,000 to 25,000 hours to 
truly become a master of 
a skill or subject.1

1  What is humility? How does being humble help us obey God?

2  What does it mean to be "slow to speak"? How might our culture 
or relationships look different if people were slower to speak? 

JAMES 1:19-21

LEVELS OF 
BIBLICAL 
LEARNING // 
SALVATION
We can be confident in 
our salvation when we, 
as a matter of desire, 
live in obedience to 
God and in ways that 
reflect Jesus.
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3  Why might we hear God’s Word but not 
act on it?

4  What are some ways we deceive ourselves 
when we don’t follow God's Word?

5  What are some steps you’ve taken to 
become a doer of the Word?

6  What are some consequences when our 
actions don’t align with our words?

7  Where does our culture regularly accuse 
Christians of hypocrisy?

8  What do your actions say about 
your beliefs?

JAMES 1:22-25

JAMES 1:26-27

We are called to hear and 
know God’s Word. And we must 
choose to live out the things we 
learn. #BSFLBuildYourLife
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CHRIST
We are saved by God’s grace, which is a free gift, and called to live by faith. True 
faith doesn’t stop at simply believing, but leads to a life of obedience.

9  Where are you struggling to obey God? Confess your struggles and 
commit to following God in obedience.

LEVELS OF BIBLICAL LEARNING // SALVATION
We can be confident in our salvation when we, as a matter of desire, live in 
obedience to God and in ways that reflect Jesus.

James draws a line between genuine faith and counterfeit faith, and that line is 
the way a person lives. When we fail to obey Jesus, we have reason to question 
whether or not our faith is real. However, when we love and trust Jesus so much 
that honoring Him is a top priority, and, therefore, strive to obey Him, we can 
know that our faith is real.
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COMMUNITY
10  Who do you know who might be ignoring or 
struggling with obedience to God’s Word?

   Pray for them and provide meaningful 
encouragement.

   Walk with them to help them pursue a life 
of obedience.

CULTURE
God saved us that we would be a light to the dark world. One way our lives shine brightly and stand out 
as different is through our obedience to God. 

11  How do your friends see that God has impacted your life by looking at the ways you live? 
This week, have a conversation with a non-believing friend about the reasons you’re committed to 
obeying God’s commands. 
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In Deuteronomy 6, we find the passage we 
know as the Shema, which means “hear.” God 
taught the people that honoring Him required 
more than just following the law—we are called 
to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, and 
strength (v. 5). Later, Jesus would teach that the 
greatest command is, in the spirit of the Shema, 
to love God with all we are (Matt. 22:37). Most of 
us who have followed Jesus for some time are 
probably familiar with this idea. However, we also 
need to understand what love looks like. Love 
is an internal condition of the heart. However, 
it never remains inside and always overflows 
in the ways we live. Just as faith is an internal 
condition that drives our works (James 2:17), in 
the same way love leads us to live in obedience 
to God’s commands. Anytime we disobey, we’re 
choosing, at least in the moment, not to love 
God. For the true follower of Jesus, our lives will 
be characterized by loving obedience. 

   Why is real love always connected 
to actions?

   How is God calling you to grow in 
expressing your love to Him?

Day One
JOHN 14:23a

DAILY
DEVOTIONS

The 7 Arrows of
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this 
passage change the 

way I relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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Jesus stated that those who truly love Him will 
devote themselves to Him, obeying His teachings. 
In response, the Father will set His love upon the 
one who loves Jesus. But wait, doesn’t God love 
everyone. The answer is, of course, yes! The most 
familiar verse in Scripture teaches that God loves 
the people of the world so much that He sent 
Jesus to die for our sins. However, whereas God 
generally bestows His love to all people, He sets 
His special covenant love only upon those who 
are part of His family. For instance, your pastor 
loves all the people in your church, but he loves his 
wife and kids in a special way. For those who love 
Jesus and devote themselves to following Him, we 
are brought into the family of God, and God loves 
us with an unconditional covenant love. 

   How would you describe God’s love for 
all people?

   What’s different about His covenant love?

When Jesus was on earth, He served people 
in powerful ways, and people flocked to Him. 
They wanted to see the spectacle, experience 
His healing power, and eat the bread and drink 
the wine that He miraculously provided. People 
wanted to hear Jesus teach, because they’d never 
heard anyone teach with the kind of authority 
Jesus had. However, of the people who came to 
Jesus, the vast majority failed to follow through 
on the things to which He called them. They 
struggled to see the spiritual lessons in the things 
He taught, and they struggled to see themselves 
as the ones who needed to make changes. They 
were happy to have their earthly needs met. 
However, they couldn’t see their own spiritual 
needs. And for this reason, they failed to keep His 
words. Today, we can be a lot like the people who 
heard Jesus. We read the Bible or hear a sermon, 
and it’s easy to see how others might need the 
lessons, but we struggle to see how it applies to 
us. However, the truth is that we all have lots of 
room to grow, and if we’re to keep Jesus’s words, 
we must listen with a great deal of humility. 

   When have you been a bit defensive or 
hard-hearted when reading or hearing 
the Bible?

   How can you improve in keeping 
Jesus’s words?

Day Two
JOHN 14:23b

Day Three
JOHN 14:24
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Jesus taught the words we read in John 14 
only hours before He’d be crucified. There 
was so much they needed to know and His 
time was very limited. When Jesus spoke in 
terms of “while I remain with you,” the disciples 
didn’t know that He’d be leaving them very 
soon. Yet Jesus knew exactly what awaited 
Him, and He made sure to communicate 
everything the disciples needed to know—to 
keep Jesus’s words, even after He left, and to 
establish the church, which has stood all the 
way up to today. There may be times when we 
wish Scripture would address our lives and 
the situations we face in more specific ways. 
However, Jesus has communicated all we need 
to know in order to live well in this life. God has 
spoken clearly through Jesus, and as we know 
Him through His Word, we will experience all 
the blessings associated with a relationship 
with God. 

   When have you wished Jesus had been 
more clear about a particular issue?

   How has something Jesus said impacted 
your life in a powerful way?

Day Four
JOHN 14:25

When Jesus left the disciples, I can only imagine 
how lonely and desperate they must have felt. 
They’d devoted themselves to following Him, 
but now they were without their teacher and 
leader—without the Messiah. But Jesus didn’t leave 
them alone. The disciples’ relationship with God 
depended on their remembering and following 
Jesus’s words. Thankfully, they didn’t have to rely 
upon the sheer strength of their memory, or even 
the notes they’d taken during Jesus’s sermons, to 
remember what He said. Instead, Jesus promised 
that God would send the Holy Spirit to remind them 
of His words. Today, our relationship with God, just 
like the disciples, is based upon our keeping Jesus’s 
words. And thankfully, we too have the Spirit to help 
us. Let’s choose every day to live by the Spirit. If we 
will depend on Him, He will help us. 

   Why did God send the Holy Spirit?

   How does He help us to follow 
Jesus’s words?

Day Five
JOHN 14:26
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