
JOIN CLASS
REACH | TEACH | MEND | SEND

John 1:4 “In Him was life and that life was the light to all mankind.”
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JOIN CLASS OUTLINE

The 3 Big Parts

1. Who is Light & Life?
2. Who are the Free Methodists?
3. Who is a Member of Light & Life?

Who is Light & Life?

1. Our Beliefs
2. Our Values
3. Our Mission
4. Our Vision
5. Our Leaders
6. Our Main Ministries
7. Our History

Who are the Free Methodists?

1. History
2. Values
3. Organization

Who is a Member of Light & Life?

The Big 5 Commitments
1. To Christ….as Savior and Lord
2. To Christians…as friends to help me grow
3. To Church…to worship, serve, and give
4. To Change…to grow in my faith
5. To Charity...to serve the lost and oppressed
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OUR BELIEFS
“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity!” – Wesley

These are the most important truths that we believe at LLCF:

TRINITY: WE BELIEVE in ONE GOD, who is eternal, all-powerful, and absolutely Holy, who has
revealed himself to humans as existing in three distinguishable persons: the Father, the Son
(Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit.

(Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14; and John 14:15-17)

BIBLE: WE BELIEVE that the Bible is God’s eternal, inspired, infallible Word in its entirety; it is
the supreme standard and final authority for all conduct, faith, and doctrine.

(2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Peter 1:19-21)

CREATION: WE BELIEVE in the creation, test, and fall of man as recorded in Genesis.

(Romans 5:12, 18; 8:1-9; 6:23; 3:23; 7:18, 21-25)

JESUS: WE BELIEVE in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of humankind – conceived of the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, fully God and fully man, He died for our sins, was buried and rose
again the third day, and personally appeared to His disciples. He is returning to earth.

(Luke 1:26-35; John 1:18; Isaiah 7:14; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 17; Romans 4:25; 1 Tim 6:14-16)

SALVATION: WE BELIEVE in the salvation of sinners by grace (not by good works), through
repentance and faith in the perfect and sufficient work of the cross of Calvary by which we
obtain forgiveness of sins. (Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 9:12-15; Romans 5:11)

HOLY SPIRIT: WE BELIEVE in the Spirit-filled life, a life of loving God and others fully and avoiding
those attitudes and actions that God calls sin. We believe in the operation of the gifts of the
Spirit as manifested in the Early Church.

(Ephesians 5:18; 2 Corinthians 6:14, 7:1; 1 Corinthians 12-14)

ETERNITY: WE BELIEVE in eternal life for believers: a literal heaven, where we will live and reign
with Christ, and a literal hell for those who reject Christ.

(John 5:24; Mark 9:43-58; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:10-15)

SATAN: WE BELIEVE in the reality and personality of Satan and demons. Christ has overcome
Satan on the cross and eternal judgment awaits Satan and demons.

(Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10-15)

SACRAMENTS FOR ALL: WE BELIEVE in baptism for all who decide to follow Jesus as Lord, and in
communion (or the Lord’s Table or Eucharist) as symbols of the body and blood of Christ.

(1 Corinthians 11:28-32; Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:34-36, 19:1-6)
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OUR VALUES

PASSION

Matthew 22:36-37 – “‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ Jesus
replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind…’”

Love for God – We are passionate about seeking to please God and to receive His love for us.

Worship – We seek to express our love for God in real ways, including singing, worshiping,
serving, and giving.

God’s Word – We are committed to learn and live the Bible and to treat it as the Word of God.
We live by trust in its promises.

Personal Spiritual Habits – We seek to engage in practices that open our lives to more of God’s
love (i.e. meditation, prayer, fasting, solitude, Bible study, acts of kindness).

How have you seen this value lived out in the life of the church?

POWER

Acts 1:8 – “You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you shall be my
witnesses...”

Spirit-filled – The Holy Spirit is in believers, but we are only filled as we invite and yield to the
Spirit’s influence in all of our lives.
At LLCF, we pray for people to be filled with the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 5:18)

Spiritual Warfare – There is a spiritual enemy that must be defeated through prayer and
spiritual resistance. (Eph. 6:10-12)
At LLCF, we resist the devil by praying in Jesus’ name and by submitting ourselves fully to God.
(James 4:7)

Signs and wonders – We are committed to believe God for miracles that bless believers and
convince unbelievers of the power of God. Healings, miracles, and answers to prayer are
important to us. (Matthew 7:7)
Spiritual gifts – To every believer, one or more spiritual gifts is given to serve God’s mission. (1
Corinthians 12; Romans 12)

How have you seen this value lived out in the life of the church?
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TRANSFORMATION

Romans 12:2 – “Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to
do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect His will really is.”

Holiness – To become more fully controlled by God’s will.

Biblical application – To daily practice and emphasize doing what the Bible says, not just
knowing what it says.

Christlikeness – To be changed in our character to be more like Jesus: loving, joyful, peaceful,
patient, kind, good, gentle, self-controlled, faithful.

Healing – To allow the deepest parts of our lives to be healed by God’s truth and love.

Deliverance – To break the bondage and habits that keep us from becoming who God wants us
to be.

How have you seen this value lived out in the life of the church?

COMMUNITY

Hebrews 10:24 – “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing…”

A Welcoming Family – Warmly accepting all types of people and making them feel valued.

Life Groups - We prioritize Life groups as a primary way to connect, love, care for, mature and
disciple believers.

Fellowship – Sharing our lives with one another in spiritual ways.

Multi-ethnic – Prioritizing racial diversity and inclusiveness in our worship services, ministries,
and small groups.

Teams – Doing ministry in relational connection with others as opposed to a lone-ranger
mentality.

How have you seen this value lived out in the life of the church?
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MISSIONAL
Matthew 5:16 – “…Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.” John 20:21, “…As the Father has sent me, so I am sending
you.” We are on a mission to love a broken world.

Kingdom-minded – Our church exists to extend God’s kingdom, and to make Jesus famous in
our community and beyond – not to make a name for ourselves or to be a big church.

Mercy – We seek to serve others outside of our church, especially the poor, hurting, and
oppressed in our own community. Our church is more about serving a broken world than
making Christians more comfortable.

Justice – We pursue equality and empowerment for all people. We actively oppose evil that
oppresses people.

Evangelism – We prioritize the lost who don’t know Jesus; we seek all ways possible to help
them come to trusting faith in Jesus as their Savior.

Global Missions – We give money, time, and energy to reaching and serving people in
disadvantaged areas of the world (i.e. Ethiopia, the Philippines, Indonesia, Mexico, and China).

How have you seen this value lived out in the life of the church?

CREATIVITY
Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so
that we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”

Destiny – Every Christian is uniquely created to fulfill God’s personalized plan for their life.

Spiritual Gifts – Every Christian is given one or more gifts of the Holy Spirit which they are to
use to serve the church and reach the lost.

Strengths – At birth, every person is blessed with God’s special wiring that determines their
abilities and what they can excel in if these abilities are developed and used.

Arts – We embrace all the arts as gifts of God, able to be used for His glory and to extend His
kingdom. (i.e. drama, spoken word, music, video, painting, writing, film-making, etc.)

Innovation – We seek to do ministry in new and creative ways, while being careful not to
change the truth we are presenting.

How have you seen this value lived out in the life of the church?
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OUR MISSION
Light & Life’s mission is based on the pattern of life we see in

Jesus’ own mission and ministry in Matthew 9:35-38,

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he
had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

REACH
unchurched people for Christ.

TEACH
believers to fully love Jesus.

MEND
broken lives.

SEND
disciples into ministry.
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OUR VISION
A people loving place that reaches the lost and sends the saved.

We see people of all backgrounds coming to know Christ every week, through personal and
church evangelism with over 100 baptisms a year.

We see 1200+ people gathering in 5+ services to experience the supernatural presence of God
in worship and powerful biblical preaching.

We see every church member knowing and using their strengths, spiritual gifts and talents and
actively pursuing spiritual disciplines.

We see every church member clearly identifying their “mission field” and consistently reaching
out to share Christ in it.

We see LL bursting with multiple & creative expressions of truth that effectively impact culture.

We see LL producing various equipping conferences with 400+ in attendance which impact the
thinking and ministry of the “big C” Church locally and nationally.  

We see our ministers impacting the “big C” Church for Christ through the preaching, teaching,
writing, leading and other creative expressions.

We see worship music being produced by different bands on the LL label with 2 to 3 cds being
released a year.

We see a Community Center that is well known in our neighborhood for the tangible acts of
love and empowerment that flow from it.

We see Community gardens in various places serving the poor with healthy food.

We see a healing and deliverance ministry where several hundred people a year experience
breakthrough and freedom.

We see each of our 100+ Life Groups actively serving in some form of missional engagement
that makes a difference in the neighborhood they are in.

We see a multiplication of disciples through disciples who make disciples who make disciples so
that over the next 10 years over 5000 people will have experienced a personal disciple making
group.

We see a Ministry School focused on Church Planting graduating 20 church planters a year.

We see LL being the premier church in Long Beach which city officials turn to for assistance and
partnership.

Page | 8



OUR LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE
Lead Pastoral Team (1 Timothy 1:1-3, 1 Peter 5:2-3)

▪ The Lead Pastoral Team is called by God to be the primary shepherds of the church.
They are responsible for the ministry, teaching, and spiritual direction of the church.
They are appointed to the church by a Ministerial Appointment Committee (MAC) &
answers to the Ministerial, Education, Guidance Board (MEG) of the Reach Conference
within the Free Methodist Church.

▪ The Co-Lead Pastors are Sean Fenner & Joel Silva with Dr. Larry & Dr. Deb Walkemeyer
serving on the team as Global Pastors.

The Ministry Staff Leaders

● The Ministry Staff Leaders assist the Lead Pastors in giving spiritual and ministerial
leadership to the church. Major ministry decisions are made in conjunction with the
staff. Although there are other ministry staff the current Ministry Staff Leaders are:

Pastor of Luz y Vida (Spanish Language) | Juan Carlos Arevalo
Pastor of Community Life | Jacqueline Arellano
Pastor of Care & Worship | Phanith Yaletchko
Pastor of Children | Sarah Fenner
Luz y Vida Ministry Assistant | JC Rodriguez
Youth Ministry Director | Kimy Brennan
Young Adults Director | Jensen Elias

The Board of Administration
The BOA consists of members of the church that assist the Lead Pastors in the leadership of the
church through overseeing finances, facilities, and church wide policies; setting budgets and
salaries; and licensing ministers. They are nominated annually by the Ministry Staff Leaders and
the current BOA to be elected by the church membership for 2-year staggered terms.

How to Get the Best Care at Light & Life

We believe that it is the pastor’s responsibility to equip believers to care for believers.

Ephesians 4:11-12 – “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ
may be built up…”

This means that all believers should be doing the work of ministry in the church – this includes
caring for other believers.

Galatians 6:2 – “Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

How does this work practically at LLCF? When a person has a need, their first line of care is their
life group or ministry team. If the group and/or leader can’t handle the need themselves, the
leader will pass the need on to the ministry staff. This also means that if an individual is not
connected in a Life group or a ministry team, they may not get the immediate care they need as
quickly as they would hope.

Always feel free to call for a pastor at our office if you need one!
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OUR MAIN MINISTRIES
Group Life Ministry – Life groups (short-term & ongoing), meet in homes, third spaces and at
church. This is the lifeblood of the church, where we dream of every member participating.

Nursery Ministry - Caring for the littlest ones among us.

Children’s Ministry & AWANA – Sunday & Wednesday classes for children to grow to know
Jesus. This serves kids 4-11 years old.

Youth Ministry – 7th-12th grade students where they form deep friendships and grow in their
knowledge of Christ.

Young Adults Ministry – 18-28-year-olds, learning how to navigate life & live for Christ.

  Celebrate Recovery – A Bible-based 12-step program for anyone with hurts, habits, or hangups
that meets Tuesdays and throughout the week in small focused groups.

Midweek Service– A Wednesday evening time of worship and digging deeper in the Word and
extended fellowship.

Community Center – Many ministries and organizations have been birthed through our
Community Center including Act Out Theatre Company, Come Alive Creative Arts Camp, and our
current Food Distribution program.

Men’s Ministry – Includes monthly gatherings and other times for fellowship and study.

Women’s Ministry – Includes monthly gatherings and other times for fellowship and study.

Marriage Matters – Serving dating, engaged, and married couples with education, pre-marital
counseling, and social gatherings to strengthen godly relationships.

First Touch Teams – Service volunteers: Greeters, Ushers, Prayer Workers, Hospitality.

Care Team – Caring for the hurting, hospitalized, and the hungry through acts of compassion,
visits, calls, cards, and prayer.

Luz y Vida – Our ministry serving the Spanish speaking community with many ministries tailored
to the Latino community.

For more information on these ministries and all that takes place at our church, please visit
llcf.org/calendar or download our app in any app store by searching ‘llcflb’ or Light & Life
Christian Fellowship-- this is the best way to stay connected with us!
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BRIEF HISTORY OF LLCF
Light & Life Christian Fellowship was founded in 1954 from a Bible study in Long Beach. We
purchased our first property in 1957 at 5951 Downey Avenue. The first services were held in a
yellow school bus while we constructed a one-room building that was completed later in 1957.
Over the next 35 years the church averaged 50 to 60 people.

The current sanctuary was built in 1976 and then expanded in 1988. In 1991, God called Larry &
Deb Walkemeyer to pastor the church. The church changed its name from Light & Life Free
Methodist to Light & Life Christian Fellowship, and in 1994 the church was remodeled to
accommodate more people.

Since that time, despite the lack of parking and through the efforts of many committed
members and staff, the church has grown dramatically.

One of the early prayers that God has answered in an incredible manner is the desire to
transition from being a “white” church to a multi-ethnic church reflecting our changing
community. LLCF now is comprised of over 27 different ethnic groups and languages.

However, this significant attendance growth is only a small part of the story.

LLCF has also commissioned many missionaries and pastors, and has planted many churches
locally and globally. This is due to the staff, leadership, and congregation embracing a bold
vision called Mission 2010 in January of 1999 when we endeavored to plant a church in every
council district in Long Beach.

We now embrace the calling of being a “RIVER CHURCH” that lives to build the kingdom and not
our own name. This requires raising up and sending lots of people through our doors. We have
been planting churches not only in Long Beach, but also other cities, states, and countries.
Currently, we have participated in over twenty different church plants through sending out
church planters, teams, and funds.

In 2007, we were able to purchase a building adjacent to our property for the purpose of
reaching out to the needs of the disadvantaged in our own neighborhood. Our Community
Center serves a variety of needs in seeking not just to give a handout, but a hand-up as well!

In 2016 LLCF was selected as one of the 400 most influential churches in the nation by the
largest leadership organization in America.

In January of 2022, pastors Larry and Deb transitioned the leadership of the church to Pastors
Sean Fenner and Joel Silva, both whom sat under their leadership for more than 10 years and
were raised up into pastoral ministry at Light & Life. The Walkemeyers now serve as leaders in
the Free Methodist Church equipping and sharing what God has done at Light & Life with
thousands of pastors representing millions of believers that want to embrace a River Church
vision of multiplication.

Our hope is that you too will share be a part of what God is doing through Light & Life as you
jump into the river church and let it carry you to your God-given calling!
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THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH
Our primary identity is being a Bible-believing, Jesus-loving, Christian church that works in
partnership with other kingdom-minded churches.

We are happily affiliated with the Free Methodist Church of the United States.
(visit fmcusa.org for more information). The following is a brief history of the beliefs and
structure of the Free Methodist denomination:

John Wesley
In the early 1700’s, John Wesley sought to reform the Church of England that had grown
spiritually cold. He emphasized a personal relationship with Jesus, holy living, & serving the
poor. His followers were called “Methodists” because of their “methods” of daily devotion &
ministry. Through the preaching of Wesley and his followers, the movement spread to America.

The Free Methodist Church
In 1784, Methodism began in America as a denomination separate from the Church of England.
It flourished and spread rapidly across the nation. However, by 1860, the Methodist church had
grown spiritually cold. A group of Methodist pastors and leaders, led by B.T. Roberts, wanted to
bring renewal to the church. When their efforts were rejected, they formed the Free Methodist
movement in New York State. Since that time the Free Methodist movement has grown to over
900 churches nationwide.

Free Methodist Values
The Free Methodist church was founded to stress several FREEDOMS.

● Freedom for all people: They took a strong stand for freedom for the slaves.
● Freedom for the poor: Pews in churches were rented, not free. Rich people got the seats,

poor people the floor. FMs said all people were welcome to the front row at no charge.
● Freedom for women: Women were allowed to respond to the Lord’s call to receive

ordination, just like men.
● Freedom in worship: Worship had become performance-based and non-participatory.

FMs believed in free, participatory, heartfelt worship to God.
● Freedom for involvement: Although they believed in spiritual authority through Godly

pastors, FMs also believed that God speaks to all of His people and wanted to give them a
voice in church ministry.

● Freedom of will: FMs also believe in the “free will” of humans to receive or reject the
grace of salvation, which is extended to all through Jesus Christ.

The Organization of the Free Methodist Church

●Bishops are elected by a conference of ministers and laypeople every four years.
● Superintendents oversee each of the 30 districts in the United States. They are elected

every 4 years by an annual conference of ministers and laypeople who are elected by
individual churches. LLCF is part of the Reach Conference (reachfmc.com).

●Pastors are appointed to churches after superintendents work with local church leaders in
finding the pastor that could best serve the church. The pastor is then morally and
doctrinally accountable to an official group of pastors and leaders called the Ministerial
Educational Guidance Board. This is a great blessing for the church and pastor.
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THE BIG 5 COMMITMENTS
Necessary for Membership

I AM COMMITTED…

1. To Christ….as Savior and Lord

I accept Jesus as my personal Savior and the Lord of my life.

I have been or will be baptized in water to indicate my commitment.

I will seek to know and love Jesus.

2. To Christians…as friends to help me grow

I will build RELATIONSHIPS in the church (through avenues like life groups and ministry
teams) that will help me become a more mature follower of Christ.

3. To Church…to worship, serve, and give

I will ATTEND a weekly church worship gathering in order to worship with God’s people.

I will SERVE our church in a way that blesses the church and fits who I am.

I will GIVE financially to LLCF, seeking to obey God’s principle to give the first 10% of my
income.

4. To Change…to grow in my faith

I will reject membership as an end, and accept it as one means of connection and
accountability to help me mature as a follower of Christ.

I will seek to grow to be more like Jesus in all ways of service, personal holiness,
maturity, and lifestyle choices.

5. To Charity...to serve the lost and oppressed

I will reach out to those without Christ to seek to influence them and invite them to
know Christ and come to church.

I will serve God in some way outside of the church, seeking to impact my community
with God’s love in practical ways of service.
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My Membership Application
I AM COMMITTED…(place a check next to each one)
______ 1. To Christ…as Savior and Lord

● I accept Jesus as my personal Savior and the Lord of my life.
● I have been or will be baptized in water to indicate my commitment.
● I will seek to know and love Jesus through personal time with God.

______ 2. To Christians…as friends to help me grow
● I will build relationships in the church (through avenues like life groups and ministry

teams) that will help me become a more mature follower of Christ.

______ 3. To Church…to worship, serve, and give
● I am committed to attending church worship gatherings in order to worship with God’s

people.
● I will serve our church in a way that blesses the church and fits who I am.
● I will GIVE financially to LLCF, seeking to obey God’s command to give 10% of my income.

______ 4. To Change…to grow in my faith
● I will reject membership as an end and accept it as one means of connection and

accountability to help me mature as a follower of Christ.
● I will seek to grow to be more like Jesus in all ways of knowledge, service, personal

holiness, maturity, and lifestyle choices.

______ 5. To Charity...to serve the lost and oppressed
● I will reach out to those without Christ to seek to influence them and invite them to

know Christ and come to church.
● I will serve God in some way outside of the church, seeking to impact my community

with God’s love in practical ways of service.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
● I hereby acknowledge that I am committed to do my best, with God’s help, to keep these

commitments.
● If I leave the area, change churches or stop attending, I understand I will eventually be

dropped from the membership roll.

Name & Signature(s): ______________________  |  _________________________________

Date: ________________________

Home Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone(s): ______________________________________

Email(s): _______________________________________
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