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Overview:  
For seven Sundays (ending with  
Transfiguration Sunday on February 19), 
we are in the season of Epiphany. The 
dictionary definition of epiphany is “an 
illuminating discovery, realization, or 
disclosure,” so it’s no wonder that the 
texts for Epiphany in the church deal 
with the revealing of Jesus as the Son of 
God. This is an excellent time to give 
special focus to who Jesus is for us, why 
Jesus is central to our faith, and how 
Jesus is revealed and illuminated to us 
today.  
 

Jesus’ baptism is written about in all 
four gospels, and this version (Matthew 
3:13-17) is very similar to Mark’s  
account. However, Matthew includes 
more details, such as John trying to  
prevent Jesus’ baptism because baptism 
was an act of repentance. (What would 
Jesus need to repent?) While we  
celebrate baptism as washing one clean 
from sin, it is also the celebration of  
being claimed by God. That is why the  
Lutheran church practices infant  
baptism. It is why Jesus knew it was 
right for him to be baptized. The  
moment Jesus rises from the water, the 
Spirit of God claims him as beloved, and 
his new life of ministry begins.  
 

In this passage (John 1:29-39), John the 
Baptist identifies Jesus as the ‘Lamb of 
God,’ a phrase with a  
fascinating meaning behind it. While 
lambs were used as sacrificial animals, 
they were not commonly used for a sin 
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sacrifice. (Levitical law calls for the use of 
bulls, rams, goats, or doves for such  
sacrifices). Lambs, however, were  
acceptable for holy offerings. So, John 
sees Jesus for the Holy Offering that he 
is. He is the One that will be sacrificed, 
not to atone for his own sin, but to offer 
salvation for all of us.  
 

Jesus begins his ministry after the arrest 
of his cousin John the Baptist. (Matthew 
4:12-23). Just as John before him, he calls 
for repentance and announces the  
nearness of God’s kingdom. Jesus  
ensures that the Kingdom of Heaven will 
be realized by gathering disciples to help 
him in his work to spread the good news 
that God’s Kingdom is here and now. He 
takes his disciples, and 
“immediately” (verse 22), they follow 
him. Jesus brings the Kingdom to the 
people as he teaches, proclaims, and 
heals all throughout the region of  
Galilee. 
 

The Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11) is 
often considered to be Jesus’ first  
miracle, though it is only recorded in the 
Gospel of John. In the ancient world, 
wedding festivals typically lasted for an 
entire week, and guests were  
usually expected to contribute provisions 
such as wine. Perhaps that is why Mary, 
Jesus’ mother, was so concerned when 
the wine ran out. The significance of  
Jesus’ wine being the best, but being 
served last may be subtle but should not 
be overlooked. Jesus’ glory isn’t just re-
vealed through this miracle, but by the 
way he upsets the natural order of 
things.  
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In learning to love like Jesus, we are becoming a community transformed by grace. 

1/8—Beloved—Matthew 3:13-17 

1/15—Jesus, the Lamb of God—John 1:29-39 

1/22—Following Jesus—Matthew 4:12-23 

1/29—Jesus Surprises—John 2:1-11 

Each week, groups may discuss the following questions regarding the scripture and 

sermon for the week…  

First thoughts… 

 What is the “good news” of this passage?   

 What do you feel affirmed by? 

 What challenges you, and why? 

SHARED VISION: 

 Do you see this month’s Shared Vision in this passage?  

 How does this passage inspire you to accept and welcome people in the community? In 
the church?  

CORE VALUE: 

 How does this passage relate to our Core Value, “Grow Spiritually 

 How do you attend to your spiritual growth? 

SHIFT… 

 How does this week’s message and passage shift you?   

 What does this passage say about the Kingdom of God? 

 Where do you feel the nudge from the Holy Spirit in this passage? 

Group Prayer Concerns….  

 


