One Day He’s Coming!
1 Thessalonians 4.13-18

We shift now to another practical issue among the Thessalonians. This one has to do with the grief they felt
about those who had died. This is the first of two passages about the return of Jesus. The details of his return
are debatable, and even unknown; however, the reality of it has the power to change the way you live—and
the way you die. I invite you to work through as many of the following questions as you can.

Pastor Eric
Understanding the Situation in Thessalonica

Some of the Thessalonians were grieving in a way not appropriate with belief in Jesus’ return. Looking at verse
13, what seems to be wrong with their grief? What misunderstanding did they have about Jesus’ return?

Why is right information so important when it comes to our grief? How can faulty beliefs about the end times
affect how we process loss?

Two Classes of People

What comfort do you find in the metaphor of “sleep” for believers who have died?

Why does Paul root their hope in the death and resurrection of Jesus, that “irreducible basis of the gospel”?
How does the resurrection of Jesus function as more than a past event, but as a guarantee of the future?

The Order of Events

Paul describes a public, dramatic return of Christ. What characterizes his return? Why might it matter that this
event is not secret but unmistakable?

The dead in Christ rise first; then the living are “caught up.” What might this sequence communicate about
God'’s care for those who have died?

Grieving with Hope
Paul does not say, “Do not grieve,” but “Do not grieve like the rest of mankind.” What is the difference between
grief with hope and grief without hope?

Have you ever experienced grief that felt anchored by hope? What made it different?

Pastor Eric mentioned modern views of death (resignation, vague spiritualism, “better place” clichés). Why do
you think people gravitate toward these explanations?

Taking Encouragement
What does biblical hope offer that mere optimism or wishful thinking cannot?

Paul ends with: “Encourage one another with these words.” How can this teaching shape the way we comfort
others and prepare ourselves for death?



