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PROMISED LAND

Hundreds of years had passed since God made the covenant with Abraham and Sarah that their 
descendants would be a great nation. After generations of suffering, waiting, and wandering, 
those descendants arrived at the Promised Land.

A flag marks identity and ownership. Explorers used flags to indicate that their country was taking 
ownership of newly discovered land. The Israelites claimed the Promised Land in the name of God 
and began to make it their home.

Joshua 4:19-24
The Israelites crossed the Jordan River on the 
anniversary of the Passover, the moment God 
freed them from enslavement in Egypt. There 
they built a memorial from river stones. Future 
generations would see the stones and inquire 
about their meaning. It was important that the 
Israelites retell the story of how God delivered 
them from slavery.

Check out these other Bible passages that 
connect with the theme of Promised Land!

 › Genesis 15:13-14, 18-21 What does God 
tell Abraham about where his people will 
live?

 › Exodus 33:1-3 What were the Israelites 
looking forward to in the Promised Land?

 › Hebrews 11:13-16 Was the Promised 
Land worth the wait?

Talk about it!
Use these questions to connect with each 
other.

 › Forty years was a long time to be on a 
journey; how would you have kept faith in 
God’s promise?

 › When have you felt really alone when bad 
things were happening?

 › Does God ever leave us? Why or why not?

What are preteens  
thinking?
In a culture that emphasizes instant  
gratification, it is hard to relate to waiting forty 
years to get to the Promised Land. Help your 
child to recall times when he/she has had to 
wait for something, and challenge him/her to 
imagine that wait as years longer than it was.

Try this!
Find something of yours that you had to wait 
to get. Make a small flag out of a scrap of  
paper and tape it to that item. When you see 
or use the item, thank God for being faithful.

Prayer
God, we remember your faithfulness during 
past hardships. Help us to wait for you and 
your timing. Amen.


