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In Luke 10, Jesus appointed seventy-two of his followers and 
sent them out ahead of him, two by two, into every town and 
place where he himself was about to go. He told them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field” (Luke 10:2).
 Jesus saw the lost like a field of golden wheat—ripe and 
ready to be gathered in. From his words in Luke 10, we learn 
that it is the Lord who sends out workers into the harvest field. 
We are simply asked to pray that more will answer the call. 
If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you are an answer to 

prayer—one created to work the harvest. You are not asked 
to go it alone. In fact, you are never alone. You are part of his 
Church—his body, his hands and feet—and where the Church 
is, there the Lord is. Do not fear the hot sun, the wind, or the 
rain. Stay diligent in your labor—for the season will change 
without warning. The Lord will return in a cloud with power 
and great glory, and those who believe in him will rejoice and 
reap eternal life in his name.

Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of Communications and Prayer 
for the CLB and serves as editor in chief of F&F magazine.
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Glimpse

PSALM 8:3-6
“When I consider your heavens, the 
work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have set in place, what 
is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
human beings that you care for them? 
You have made them a little lower than 
the angels and crowned them with glory 
and honor. You made them rulers over the 
works of your hands; you put everything 
under their feet…”

As a kid I would go for walks on our 
farmland. I went in the dead of winter, 
and I would go at night. It made me feel 
adventurous when there was not a lot 
of adventure to be had. The thing I will 
always remember about those walks 
was the stars.  I will never forget those 
stars. Staring up at the night sky you see 
the enormity of God’s creation and you 
become glaringly aware of your own 
insignificance.
 That humanity is insignificant makes 
sense to me. Most people in the world 
live and then die, and do so in relative 
obscurity. Statements like, “We are a 
cosmic accident.” Or “We are like ants 
on a tiny blue dot, floating in the hostile 
vacuum of space…” seem painfully 
plausible. The heavens are immense, 
the earth is immense, the amount of 
life on this planet is immense. History 
is immense. The waters are deep, the 
mountains fierce, the storms powerful. 
In the face of all this wonder, it is proper 
to ask, “What is mankind that you 
are mindful of them?” I can feel that 
humanity is insignificant. 
 It is the significance God gives to 
humanity that doesn’t make sense. As 
mankind looks up, the crazy thing that the 
psalmist reckons with is that God looks 
down! The message of Scripture, from 
cover to cover, is that God cares about 
humanity. He cares for us like a husband 
cares for his wife, like a passionate 

father cares for his kids. So it is with 
amazement that the psalmist, and God’s 
people through the centuries, have looked 
to the heavens with astonished gratitude, 
praying, “You have made them a little 
lower than the angels and crowned them 
with glory and honor. You made them 
rulers over the works of your hands; you 
put everything under their feet.”
 What makes even less sense than the 
significance given to us at creation, is 
the message of the gospel. We who are 
so insignificant have the audacity to place 
ourselves against our Creator. Yet God’s 
Word says he so loved us that he sent his 
Son to reconcile us to him. God calls us 
out of our sin and into right relationship 
with him. By faith, as the psalmist looks 
up, he knows God is looking down, with 
undeserved favor.
 Yet God, both in creation and through 
the gospel, not only gave humanity that 
special relationship with himself, but he 
calls us to labor with him. We don’t often 
consider the enormity of that gift. God 
does not simply look down upon us, he 
calls us into real relationship with him 
in life and labor, right now. God creates, 
but he does so through the mundane lives 
and work of the insignificant. He calls 
you through the daily work of your life 
to join him in cultivating and tending 
and caring for his creation. In the same 
way Christ builds his Church. He makes 
disciples and he calls us—insignificant 
ones—to join him in cultivating and 
sowing and tending that new life. That is 
the great awe of our Scripture passage. 
That is the great awe of our mission as 

the Church. Our mundane lives take on 
eternal, cosmic significance. Through 
the Word we know that the lives of our 
neighbors, our friends and our families 
take on eternal and cosmic significance. 
God works among them, and he calls us 
to join him in his work. He calls us into 
a real relationship, joining him in life and 
labor.
 We don’t often consider the enormity 
of that gift.
 “When I consider your heavens, the 
work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have set in place, what 
is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
human beings that you care for them?”

Rev. Clint Knutson is Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Lutheran 
Brethren Seminary and is in the process 
of completing his PhD through Concordia 
Seminary–St. Louis.

Partners in Mission
CLINT KNUTSON
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t was a humbling moment for me. I was 
leading a small mission organization 
in East Asia at the time and was 

preparing to give a talk at a missions 
conference on the theme of “Partnering in 
Mission.” Our organization was known 
among certain mission circles for doing 
partnership well, with co-workers from 
more than 20 different countries serving 
side-by-side on various ministry teams on 
the ground.
 The text that I had chosen for my 
conference talk was a favorite of mine 
from Paul’s letter to the Philippians: “In 
all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now” 
(1:4-5). That one phrase in particular—
partnership in the gospel—seemed to 
express much of what I and my co-
workers, as well as the hundreds of prayer 
and financial supporters that were behind 

our organization, were engaged in doing 
together: gospel partnership. I had often 
found myself quoting all or a portion of 
those two verses when writing a prayer 
letter or a thank-you note to our own 
supporters and friends back in the US. My 
wife and I even chose those verses for the 
back of our first prayer card when doing 
support development before moving to 
Asia in the 90s. After all, those hundreds 
of prayer and financial supporters who 
were standing behind us were “partners 
in the gospel” with us, and we (like Paul 
in his letter) were deeply grateful to God 
for the partnership that we had with them.
 Which is why it was so humbling for 
me to discover, while preparing for that 
conference talk a decade ago, that that 
type of human partnership in mission, 
important as it is, was not at all what 
Paul was talking about when he scribbled 
those lines to a small group of Christians 

in Philippi nearly two thousand years 
ago. Paul was instead talking about their 
life-giving vertical relationship with 
God through the gospel, not a horizontal 
relationship of partnering with Paul to 
advance the gospel. As the full force of 
that dawned on me during my message 
preparation time, I was deeply mortified 
that I had been inadvertently misquoting 
and misusing Paul on partnership 
throughout my entire ministry career.
 Here’s where I had gone wrong in 
my basic understanding of partnership 
in mission: The Greek word Paul 
uses when describing the Philippian 
believers’ “partnership” in the gospel is 
koinonia, which can also be translated 
as fellowship, sharing together with, or 
participating in. Paul was pointing to a 
much more enduring, foundational, and 
abundant “partnership in the gospel” than 
mere human teamwork. He was talking 

Koinonia: 
The DNA of Gospel Partnership

JOEL CHRISTENSON
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about the fellowship with God that all 
of us enter into the moment we receive 
the gospel of Jesus and are brought into 
restored relationship with God. The word 
“partnership” found in many English 
translations is, in fact, far too weak to 
describe the depth and intimacy of the 
relationship that God is inviting us into 
through faith in Jesus. In essence, Paul 
is joyful because the Philippian believers 
have been drawn into life-giving 
fellowship with God himself from the 
day they first came to faith in Christ. That 
is indeed real cause for rejoicing.
 My entire understanding of what 
partnering in mission is all about has 
(thankfully!) been transformed through 
viewing partnership through the lens 
of koinonia. Because God first invites 
us into the fellowship that Father, Son, 
and Spirit have continuously enjoyed 
within the Trinity through all eternity, 
the abundant fruitfulness of that divine 
partnership spills over into all our 
earthbound relationships as well.
 What is particularly crucial for us to 
realize here is that “gospel partnership” 
in this fuller sense of divine overflow 
is not just limited to business-like 
partnerships between various Christian 
congregations and organizations. Our 
koinonia with God extends into and can 
transform all our human relationships 
and institutions, as the New Testament 
writers are continually reminding us. We 
are, by means of the intimate participation 
we experience with God in Christ, both 
called upon and empowered to bring 
good news into our marriages, our 
homes, our friendships, our government 
and economic structures, our educational 
institutions, and the communities in 
which we live. We are invited, by means 
of that divine partnership, to see his life-
giving goodness, grace, and abundance 
flowing into and transforming all our 
relationships and social structures along 
the way.
 What did this look like in practice in 

the first-century Church as it began to 
spread outward from Jerusalem across 
the Mediterranean world? In Jerusalem, 
it meant that the believers

…were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer… All those who 
had believed were together and had 
all things in common… selling their 
property and possessions and… sharing 
them with all, as anyone might have 
need (Acts 2:42-45, NASB).

 In Antioch, it meant that “the disciples, 
as each one was able, decided to provide 
help for the brothers and sisters living in 
Judea… sending their gift to the elders 
by Barnabas and Saul” (Acts 11:29-30). 
In Philippi, it meant that the believers, 
from the earliest days of receiving the 
gospel, “shared with [Paul] in the matter 
of giving and receiving” to meet tangible 
physical needs (Philippians 4:15-16). 
In short, all those who are in Christ 
enter into redemptive horizontal gospel 
partnership with him, because that is what 
koinonia with God always yearns toward 
and makes possible.
 I find it remarkable that the concept 
of koinonia with God is largely missing 
from the Old Testament narratives. The 
primary understanding of koinonia in 
the Old Testament (as reflected in the 
Greek Septuagint) is one of associations 
of a legal or semi-legal nature between 
human beings. Even in God’s relationship 
with Israel, his chosen people, there is 
often a sense of respectful distance and 
formality. The horizontal koinonia that 
is on display between the twelve tribes 
is often hopelessly strained and fractured 
as well, characterized by tribalism, 
jealousy, and infighting. They are still 
awaiting a Messiah to unite them as a 
faith community.
 I wonder if we might still be operating 
under a tribalistic Old Testament 

understanding of partnership at times 
today. We joyfully enter into intimacy 
and fellowship with God in Christ 
and with other brothers and sisters in 
our particular congregation, but it is 
often difficult for us to grasp either the 
privilege or the blessing of also allowing 
that transformational grace to flow freely 
from “my church” toward other people. 
We essentially remain law-bound in our 
understanding of Christian partnership, 
and the whole body of Christ—indeed, 
the whole world—misses out on the 
fuller abundance and deeper blessing of 
grace-based koinonia as a result.
 We are a graced people, with vital gifts 
to offer as individuals and congregations 
in Christ for the life of the world. May 
we enter fully and unreservedly into the 
koinonia-infused gospel partnerships 
that God has redeemed us expressly to 
inhabit. To this we have been called and 
for this we have been chosen.

Dr. Joel Christenson is Professor of 
Mission and Evangelism at Lutheran 
Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota.

The Apostle Paul writes, “In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
         Philippians 1:4-6
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believe that, for me as a pastor, the 
scariest passage in all of Scripture 
is 1 Corinthians 11:1. You might 

have expected me to say it was one of 
the visions of Satan raging against the 
Church, or God pouring out his wrath on 
sinful and idolatrous mankind from the 
book of Revelation. Instead, it’s a tiny 
little verse written by the Apostle Paul in 
his letter to the Corinthian believers. He 
writes (ESV), “Be imitators of me, as I 
am of Christ.” Imitate or follow me as I 
imitate and follow after Christ.
 The reason this passage scares me so 
much is that I have met myself. I know 
my failings. I know my brokenness. I 
know my sin. I know that I have fallen 
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), 
I know that my heart is deceitful and 
wicked (Jeremiah 17:9), and I know my 
sin because it is ever before me (Psalm 
51:3). Those words may have been 
originally written by the Apostle Paul, 

I Prophet Jeremiah, and King David, but 
they stand true for me as well. I know my 
sin better than anyone else except God, 
and perhaps my wife Gretchen. Because 
of that, I’ll be the first to tell you, “Don’t 
follow me as I follow Christ.” I’m a 
sinner who will fail you. Leave me out 
of the equation. Simply follow Christ 
because he will never fail you.
 That being said, I know that I am a 
Christian today because I followed other 
people as they followed Christ. I followed 
my parents, grandparents, pastor, youth 
pastor, and many wonderful saints who 
were part of my home church. They 
modeled for me what Christianity looked 
like, were passionate about God’s Word, 
and deeply desired that I would love God 
and his Word too. Not surprisingly, they 
were not perfect. They too were sinners 
who failed and fell short of the glory of 
God. They were imperfect people, and 
imperfect examples to follow, but God 

still used them to model for me what it is 
to be a believer.
 As a matter of fact, they wouldn’t have 
been very good examples of what it is 
to be a follower of Christ if they weren’t 
sinners. Being a sinner is a prerequisite 
to being redeemed. They couldn’t have 
shown me what it is to follow Christ, 
without showing me what to do when 
you fail, fall short, and sin. When they 
did, they modeled what true repentance, 
confession, and faith looks like, and that 
might have been the most important thing 
they showed me.
 Martin Luther, in his morning prayer, 
encourages us to begin our day by 
praying this: “I pray that you would keep 
me this day from sin and all evil, so that 
all my doings and life may please you.”1 

Now notice how Luther encourages us 
to pray before bed in his evening prayer: 
“…I pray, forgive me all my sins, where 
I have done wrong, and graciously keep 

Imitators of Christ
MIKE HUSSEY
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me this night.”2 Luther encourages us to 
open our day by asking God to help us 
to avoid sin and live our lives in a way 
that would please him, but in the evening 
prayer, Luther tells us to admit that we 
once again have failed, fallen short, and 
sinned.
 These two prayers of Luther do not 
constitute a license to sin, but instead, 
they just confess this simple reality: We 
human beings never move past the need 
for God’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 
This is the case because we never 
move past being sinners who need the 
forgiveness of God. This is our reality 
on this side of glory, as the Apostle Paul 
confesses about his own life in Romans 
7:19, “For I do not do the good I want to 
do, but the evil I do not want to do—this 
I keep on doing.” The Christian life is 
one constantly filled with repentance and 
faith.
 Knowing this, the statement of Paul 
to “be imitators of me” in 1 Corinthians 
becomes just a little bit less daunting and 
intimidating. Paul was a sinner who failed 
and fell short of God’s glory. He failed to 
do the good that he wanted and did evil 
instead, and yet he also said, “Follow me 
as I follow Christ.” Maybe any Christian 
can be used by God to mentor and 
disciple others. Maybe the fear that we 
have at the thought of being a mentor to 
a person newer to the faith is unfounded, 
because even when we fail, fall short, 
and sin, we can still serve as an example 

in repentance. Maybe the example of 
sinners falling before the cross of Christ, 
and confessing their need for grace and 
mercy, is what those we mentor really 
need. The life of a believer is a life of 
constant repentance and faith, and those 
are the sort of examples we need.
 We don’t need mentors who are perfect 
and sinless, mostly because anyone who 
claims to be perfect is lying. As John 
tells us, “If we claim to be without sin, 
we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us” (1 John 1:8). We already have 
a perfect example to follow in Christ. 
Though he faced every temptation we 
face, he faced them all sinlessly. He laid 
down his life, dying the death that our sins 
had earned for us, paying the cost of sin 
in full. He is the perfect example for us to 
follow, but Jesus is also the standard we 
cannot achieve in the flesh. Thankfully, 
everything that Jesus accomplished 
with his perfect and sinless life, atoning 
death, and resurrection is freely given to 
all who believe. So even though we are 
sinners, by grace and through faith we are 
perfectly sinless in the eyes of God. We 
have been forgiven our sins and clothed 
with Christ’s righteousness.
 Our human mentors cannot be Jesus, 
nor do we need to them to be. We need 
a mentor who knows what it is to sin, 
fail, and fall short, but also knows how 
to repent and confess their sins before the 
God who loves them. The thing is, we can 
all be that kind of mentor. We won’t be 

perfect by any means, but we will be real 
human beings that others can relate to. 
We, who know what it is to be forgiven, 
can point others to where forgiveness can 
be found—in Christ Jesus. Being this 
type of mentor isn’t something God has 
called just a couple of Christians to, but 
it’s what he calls us all to. We’re called to 
love our neighbors enough that we come 
alongside them, imperfect as we are, and 
serve them. The call is to follow Christ, 
and invite others along as you do.

Rev. Mike Hussey is Pastor of Sidney 
Lutheran Brethren Church in Sidney, 
Montana and serves Lutheran Brethren 
Seminary as a Ministry Call Mentor.

Jesus said, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.”
           Matthew 28:19-20

1. Paul Timothy McCain, et. al, eds., Concordia: 
The Lutheran Confessions (CPH: St. Louis, 
2006) 344.

2. Ibid.

Source
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our neighbor down the street 
matters. Your best friend from 
childhood matters. The stranger 

you meet in line at the grocery store 
matters. People matter. Why? They 
matter because they are created in the 
image of God.
 It is easy to go about our days just 
worrying about ourselves. We were 
made for so much more than that. In an 
individualistic culture, it is going against 
the grain to reach out to other people. 
But it is worth it. People are craving 
community even if they don’t realize it. 
We try to find a sense of community on 
a screen, on social media, and that often 
leaves us feeling empty. As humans, we 
crave community. Not only that, we crave 
real life community.
 I recently spent the weekend with 
my best friends from high school. Yes, 
the weekend was filled with laughing 
until our stomachs hurt, inside jokes, 
and reminiscing on the past. But more 
importantly, it was a reminder that I was 
known and loved. These people know my 
favorite color, that I don’t like sweets too 
often, and my love for coffee. This safety 
of being known and loved by them pales 
in comparison to how much God knows 
each of us and loves us so intentionally.
 God has given us the Church as a way 
to love people and for people to be seen. 
It isn’t a place of competition, but it is a 
place of grace. It is a place for people to be 
known. Not only would they be known by 
other people, but they will be introduced 

Y and reminded they are known and loved 
by God. It is a place where people matter. 
God intentionally uses his Church to 
reach people who are lost. Each person 
is a precious, eternal soul. A soul that will 
either end up in heaven or hell. We get 
to tell them the way to have eternal life 
with God. We get to point them to Christ. 
In John 3:16, it says, “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.” People 
matter because we are eternal beings.
 As believers, we are called to reach the 
lost who do not yet know this Truth. What 
does that look like? It looks like being a 
listening ear to the single mother in your 
apartment building who is struggling to 
make ends meet. It looks like opening up 
your home as a safe haven. It looks like 
baking cookies and going door to door 
sharing with your neighbors. It looks like 
asking a stranger how you can pray for 
them, and then praying for them right 
then and there. This is what the Church 
does!
 I want you to pause and think about five 
people in your everyday life who are lost 
and are needing to be known and loved. 
Write down their names and put the list 
somewhere in your house where you will 
read it daily. Pray for them when you pass 
by the list. Who on that list can you make 
a meal for? Who on that list could you 
send Bible verses or encouragement to 
via texting? Who needs to hear they are 
forgiven of the mistakes they have made? 

Who needs to hear that there is now no 
condemnation in Christ (Romans 8:1)?
 God has recently called my husband 
and I to the community of Lincoln, North 
Dakota. The Lord has been at work in 
big ways in this community, especially 
with a Kids Club program that has been 
running at the local elementary school 
for roughly the last seven years. We have 
been able to come alongside the ministry 
that has been going on to be used as 
instruments by God as he is building 
his Church here in Lincoln. Though we 
often feel inadequate and a little young, 
God has called us here. It is a reminder 
that it is God doing the work. Why are 
we here? We are here because people 
matter. We are here because the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is way too sweet to keep to 
ourselves. We are here not only to share 
the gospel, but to share our very lives. 
 As Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
(ESV), “So, being affectionately desirous 
of you, we were ready to share not only 
the gospel of God but also our own 
selves, because you had become very 
dear to us.” By God’s grace, we have 
been able to share our lives with people 
in our community. We can rest assured 
that it is God doing the work through us, 
and we are his workmanship created to 
do good works that he has planned before 
us (Ephesians 2:8-9).
 The best news of all is that we do not 
do this work alone! God goes before each 
one of us as we minister to the people in 
our everyday lives. There are so many 

People Matter
EMILY JUHL



www.ffmagazine.org 9

people in the Church Universal doing this 
every single day. The evil one wants us 
to think we are alone. We are not alone! 
Throughout the CLB and beyond, there 
are churches reaching out to the lost in 
their own communities. Let us be thankful 
together for the work that God is doing 
throughout the world. Let us be thankful 
for other people on mission together all 
for the glory of God.
 Philippians 1:3-6 (ESV) says, “I thank 
my God in all my remembrance of you, 
always in every prayer of mine for you 
all making my prayer with joy, because 
of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now. And I am sure of this, 
that he who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ.”

Emily and her husband Pastor Carl Juhl 
are serving the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren as church planters in Lincoln, 
North Dakota.
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love the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren. I have been attending 
Bethesda Lutheran Brethren Church 

in Eau Claire, Wisconsin for more than 35 
years, have been involved with Lutheran 
Brethren International Mission for fifteen 
years, and with North American Mission 
for about five. I love our history and 
theology, and the work we are doing 
around the world and here in North 
America. Sometimes I feel like I am the 
only one who knows all the amazing work 
that is being done within our Synod. I 
know that’s not true, but sometimes I just 
want to scream, “Do You Realize What 
an Amazing Church We Have!? What an 
Amazing Theology We Have!? And the 
Work We Have and Are Doing Here and 
Around the World!?”
 We have an autonomous local church 
structure. I really like that about our 
Synod, but it does have some downsides. 
None of our churches are required to 
financially support the Synod. But without 
the Synod we might have pastors who 
are trained in a different theology than 
ours. Without our Seminary we would 
lose who we are as a Church body. The 

supporting the great work of our Synod? 
I would appreciate your consideration 
to contribute on a regular basis to our 
Synod so that the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren can preserve our theology, plant 
new churches, and continue our work 
around the world.

Dean Hansen is a member of Bethesda 
Lutheran Brethren Church in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin.

work that God has done through LBIM 
has resulted in more Lutheran Brethren 
churches and people who have come to 
faith overseas than here in the US and 
Canada. This could not have happened 
without the synodical-coordinated effort 
of LBIM. We need our Synod, and our 
Synod needs the churches.
 Our churches and their pastors have 
a lot going on. It should not be the 
responsibility of the pastors of our 
congregations to make sure that the 
Synod has enough funding. That rather 
needs to come through our elder boards 
and deacon boards and leaders within our 
churches. Businesspeople need to step 
up, as they understand better than anyone 
how important structure and leadership 
is, and how it makes a difference. I have 
been in business for over 30 years, and 
from my perspective, our Synod is run 
with incredible efficiency.
 We just need a handful of people 
from each of our churches to support 
the work of the Synod so that our local 
churches can do the work needed in 
our communities and support the work 
around the world. Would you join me in 

“We Have an Amazing Church!”
DEAN HANSEN

I
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he E-vite read: “You are invited to a FREE 
fall weekend retreat, ‘Faith Journeys,’ 
at Inspiration Point, September 23-25, 

2022, with other Lutheran Brethren Pastors’ 
Wives from the Central Region! This has been an 
event provided by the Central Region Women’s 
Ministries, graciously provided by our churches, 
in recognition that our pastors’ wives desire to 
be refreshed by the Word, and by support from 
other women in ministry.” (This was a step of 
faith for God to provide, since we no longer had 
a Central Region Women’s Ministries Board to 
plan or raise the funding for this!)
 Over the next few weeks, responses flowed in. 
“Thank you for the invite! Looking forward to it! 
Sounds like a wonderful opportunity...”
 Then a small committee of four began to 
plan, some currently active pastors’ wives. (God 
provided a willing group—could we accomplish 
this, though miles apart?)
 Next, letters were sent to Lutheran Brethren 
churches and old contact lists, asking them for 
financial support to make this retreat possible 
for the pastors’ wives in our Region. (This, too, 
would be God’s provision, since many churches 
in our Region are small.)
 Over the next few months, checks arrived 
from individuals and churches, including checks 
that had been sent to the synod headquarters 
designated for the Central Region Women’s 
Ministries! (God was providing!)
 At the same time, a committee of Seminary 
faculty wives was planning the yearly SWEET 
(Seminary Women Equipping Encouraging and 
Training) Retreat. This retreat was originally 
begun in 2003, and continues to be funded by 
National WMCLB, as one of the yearly projects 
supported by CLB women.
 Both planning committees had intentionally 
scheduled our retreats the same weekend at 
Inspiration Point, doing some planning together, 
so that each retreat could complement the other.
 Then the weekend arrived! Inspiration Point’s 
Twin Oaks Lodge was the perfect place for these 

T

Faith Journeys
CHERYL OLSEN

two groups! Thirty voices combined in joint worship sessions in the immense 
log gathering room, led by Michele Foss, Michelle Hexum, and Kris Larsen, 
and framed by the picturesque view of God’s fall creation through the windows 
surrounding them.
 Each group had separate sessions, but there were also numerous times to 
interact with each other, including a Question and Answer time for current 
pastors’ wives to share ideas, tips, and experiences with those preparing for 
future ministry.
 Casey Baardson spoke to the Seminary women during their Friday and 
Saturday sessions. Meanwhile, the pastors’ wives gathered around a series of 
interactive Bible studies facilitated by Betsy Mortenson, naturally leading to 
authentic discussion and sharing. Saturday night after the SWEET retreat had 
concluded, Casey spoke to the pastors’ wives from Psalm 90. “Lord, you have 
been our dwelling place throughout all generations.” Since many ministry 
women leave their homes, and move throughout ministry callings, what a 
blessing it is to see him as our home, our refuge, our true dwelling.
 Campfire, s’mores, naps, books, zipline, crafts, teaching, prayer together—
each woman had various needs met, thanks to the generous provision of God 
(how could we doubt?) through his people, his Church; and all hopefully 
returned with renewed energy to serve his Body in disciple making.

Cheryl Olsen is the Faith & Fellowship correspondent for Women’s Ministries 
of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

Visit: www.WMCLB.org

Central Regions Pastors’ Wives Retreat and SWEET Retreat.



aybe you’ve heard this one 
before: “Two Pastors, an Elder, 
and a new(ish) Christian guy 

walk into a diner…”
 No? You haven’t? Fortunately, it’s not 
the beginning of a bad church joke, but 
a potential starting place in the story of 
God patiently calling, then partnering, 
and even now equipping one of his stiff-
necked children out of his wandering, 
into rest through repentance, for the 
works God has already prepared.
 Roughly sixteen years ago, I was the 
“new” Christian walking into the Sunrise 
Café. I don’t recall what I ordered that day, 
but I remember the topic of conversation. 

M Three mature Christian men wanted to 
encourage me and ask me, “Luke, have 
you ever considered seminary?”
 “No,” I said, because I hadn’t thought 
of seminary… ever. Why would I? 
You could say I’d just merged onto the 
interstate of life. I was married, just 
exiting the newlywed phase, and was 
launching a career while remodeling our 
first house (a classic one-and-a-half story 
1922 bungalow) on nights and weekends. 
Seminary would have been a disruption to 
the American dream I was just beginning 
to enjoy. Furthermore, seminary was for 
“other” people, not me.
 The status of my faith background 

and experiences was “nominal.” I knew 
something of church culture and lingo, 
and I had received regular punches on 
my imaginary church-attendance ticket. 
But did I know Christ crucified for me? 
A year prior to this particular breakfast 
meeting, my wife, Lauren, and I had 
come to know Jesus in that very way! 
God had orchestrated people and events 
to bring us through the doors of what is 
now Emmaus Road Church (DeWitt, 
Iowa). There we heard words of life with 
“ears that could hear” and we received 
grace, which drew us to saving faith.
 At the Sunrise Café breakfast, each 
of the men shared the character traits 

xijian/iStock
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and spiritual giftings they believed were 
manifest in me. They simply wanted to 
encourage me to consider, in prayer, 
whether God might be calling me to 
vocational ministry. I listened with 
sincerity and appreciation and did spend 
time considering as they’d asked me to.
 The conclusion I came to was: No, 
I wasn’t being called. I could cite 
numerous reasons, ranging from the 
very practical and the biblical, to the 
speculative, and certainly leaning well 
into the selfish. Regardless, God wasted 
no time growing a deeper faith within 
Lauren and me while also growing our 
family. He has used many people from 
many places over a period of many years 
to continue to accomplish his purposes 
in our lives. Various people have spoken 
“encouraging” things to me, echoing 
some of what I heard at the Sunrise Café 
breakfast: “You should go to seminary!” 
“Have you ever considered being a 
pastor?” “So, Luke… when are you going 
to seminary?”
 It should have been encouraging, but I 
didn’t have any sense of a call. I didn’t 
see myself in that role, nor desire it: “I… 
I… I… Me… Me… Me… Mine!” Are 
you sensing that I was not interested? 
Even my wife sincerely and lovingly 
encouraged me that God might be calling. 
We both clearly remember a moment 
when I declared, in frustration and with 
finality, “I don’t sense any call! I fully 
believe that if God really wants me to 
go to seminary (and/or become a pastor), 
he’ll get me there… he can make my 
circumstances as miserable as necessary 
to push me toward seminary, if that’s 
what he wants!” Was this born out of a 
rock-solid theology? No. Yet, it did play 
out pretty much like that. (Spoiler alert!)
 God was not deterred. He worked, 
one step at a time, to bring me to the 
state where I would hear him, listen, and 
respond. He closed and opened doors 
in the arenas of vocation, residence, 
finances, friends, and community. He 
sustained my family through some major 
periods of transition while also allowing 
us to struggle, substantially at times, in 

my search for purpose and fulfillment. In 
my own hidden struggle, God allowed 
my self-sufficiency to lead to its logical 
conclusion. Over a period of a decade 
or more, my own desires and pursuits 
led to ever-darkening dead-ends, while 
I progressively lost interest in various 
aspects of my daily rhythm of life, which 
had become something of a pretty terrible 
routine. While I loved my wife, kids, 
and the life I’d been blessed with, the 
American dream wasn’t as fulfilling as 
I’d imagined it would be.
 Unexpectedly, the morning of May 25, 
2022, God lifted me out of the miry clay 
I’d been tiredly trudging though. How? He 
sent me an email! (By way of Dr. David 
Veum, Lutheran Brethren Seminary 
President, and persistent encourager.) In 
it, he told me how he’d composed his 
message about a week prior, but he hadn’t 
sent it. I believe the Holy Spirit prompted 
him to wait to click “send” until 9:46 
p.m. that Tuesday evening, knowing 
the next morning is when I would be 
“ready.” Dr. Veum’s email included a 
very basic observation—the harvest 
remains plentiful, but new workers are 
few. In other words, for God’s Church 
to grow, the world needs more pastors, 
evangelists, missionaries.
 Immediately, the Spirit prompted me 
into God’s Word through a mental picture 
of me as Jonah. While reading Jonah, God 
exposed me. And I was crushed. Yet he 
was gentle and quickly sent me a second 
mental image, which sent me to John’s 
Gospel. In John 6, after some difficult 
teaching, people were turning away from 
following Jesus. When the Twelve were 
asked if they also wanted to go away, 
Peter’s reply was my reply—and I knew 
it was true. “Where else would I go? To 
whom else could I turn?” God, in his 
great grace, spoke his calling to me that 
morning through both texts—so clearly 
that even I couldn’t miss it! I knew Jesus 
alone has the words of eternal life, and 
that Word is what I needed to study to 
prepare for the work God created me to 
do. I still don’t know what that work will 
look like, but I knew then I needed intense 

and intentional time with the Lord, which 
is why I’m now a student at LBS.
 So what is the point of all of this? In 
a different context, the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it, but God has been making it 
grow” (1 Corinthians 3:6). Isn’t this a 
picture of partnering? I couldn’t begin 
to list the names of all those who either 
planted or watered the seeds of my life 
in Christ. Certainly, some people stand 
out, for they frequently tended to me as 
I’ve grown. The Lord knows who they 
are and so do I. More important than the 
mention of their names is the recognition 
of their attentiveness, faithfulness, and 
intentionality. Some of them, upon 
seeing some gifting from the Lord in me, 
sought to help me see it by naming and 
encouraging it. A few of them followed up 
(even pursued me!), risking the possible 
sting of rejection. Still others have 
partnered physically, spiritually, and/or 
emotionally. All of them either planted or 
watered, knowingly or unknowingly, and 
trusted God to do what only God can do.
 Look around, Church, and see! Who 
near you has spiritual gifts you can 
sincerely affirm? This doesn’t have to 
be forced and ought not to be fake or 
strained. Take risks and plant seeds, in the 
young and the not-so-young. Be faithful 
to water seeds you come across, and take 
time to tend young seedlings, and even 
the more developed plants that others 
have planted. Listen, pray, and speak 
words of life, knowing God is at work 
and he alone brings the increase.

Luke Frobish is a first-year seminarian 
at Lutheran Brethren Seminary in Fergus 
Falls, Minnesota.
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n December 2021 we packed up our 
belongings and moved from Hsinchu 
to Taichung City. After having spent 

the past three years in Mandarin Chinese 
study and visiting our Chinese Lutheran 
Brethren churches, we felt the calling of 
God to do outreach alongside Taichung 
Victory Church. This was a big change 
for our family—new church, new school, 
new home.
 Hsinchu City is considered too small of 
a city for most Taiwanese, and has been 
labeled the “most boring city in Taiwan” 
by some popular Taiwanese YouTubers. 
Taichung City, on the other hand, is 
the second biggest city in Taiwan. It is 
home to almost three million people. It is 
home to traditional Taiwanese Hokkien 
speakers. It is the home to the famous 

I temple of the sea goddess, Matsu. It is the 
foodie capital of Taiwan, the most central 
city in Taiwan (Taichung means “center 
of Taiwan”), and the gateway to Southern 
Taiwanese culture. It is home to national 
museums and other Taiwanese cultural 
attractions; but it is still a sprawling, 
working-class kind of city.
 Taichung Victory Church was planted 
over 10 years ago. It is located next to 
the campus of Feng-Jia University and 
was started with a focus on outreach to 
students. However, Feng-Jia graduates 
usually end up leaving Taichung for work 
or further studies. Add to this, Taiwanese 
university students are exposed to Western 
culture and thought, and share many of 
the same aversions to Christianity as 
North American college students. The 

number of Christian students in the Feng-
Jia University community is very small, 
typically less than 30. Because of this, 
Taichung Victory is a small, struggling 
church, rolling through university 
students every four years.
 Taichung Victory is also in the midst of 
the famous Feng-Jia night market—the 
best night market in all of Taiwan! This 
means the church is also surrounded by 
many grassroots working-class families. 
According to OMF (the Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship), working 
class Taiwanese comprise 70% of the 
population, almost 17 million people, and 
only 0.5% know Jesus Christ. Outreach 
to working class Taiwanese families is 
becoming the focus of many mission 
organizations in Taiwan, and for good 

Overwhelming Odds 
and Overabundant Grace

BEN HOSCH

LBIM

The Hosch Family.
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reason! And while our church lies in the 
midst of this working-class community, 
night markets are open late on Saturday 
nights, making Sunday morning services 
inconvenient to these families. This two-
pronged ministry opportunity in Taichung 
City, to work with university students and 
grassroots families, was attractive to us. 
It fit our gifts, abilities, and experience; it 
is something different than our previous 
LBIM-Taiwan Hakka ministry focus. We 
were excited to see what God has in store 
for us.
 This past summer of 2022, we 
scheduled a short home assignment after 
being on the field for almost four years, 
and having canceled a home assignment 
twice in the previous two years due to the 
COVID pandemic. It was refreshing to 
be with our family, friends, and sending 
church again. The more we shared about 
our new home in Taichung and our new 
ministry focus with our churches and at 
the CLB Biennial Convention, the more 
we felt excited and ready to return to 
Taichung and start ministry. It was good 
to be in our stateside home for this season, 
but our Taichung home was calling us.
 Yet our return home was not quite what 
we expected. It wasn’t full of the energy 
and excitement that we wanted, but rather 
a sense of being overwhelmed. The 
frantic packing before our early morning 
flight was overwhelming. The emotions 
of transitioning back into a school that 
was still very new was overwhelming. 

Almost two months of constant 
sickness, migraines, and exhaustion was 
overwhelming. There were overwhelming 
things in the US beyond our control; 
overwhelming things that we had too 
long ignored affecting our marriage and 
family life at home. Now there were 
overwhelming things in Taiwan, COVID 
restrictions that were still preventing 
us from doing the kind of ministry we 
wanted. Ministry, daily life, paperwork—
it all became so overwhelming in a way 
it hadn’t before. These overwhelming 
factors led us to doubt and question our 
calling. Why did we even bother to come 
back to this overwhelming life? Did we 
make a mistake? Are we just not cut out 
for this missionary life?
 But, in the midst of these overwhelming 
odds, Christ’s overabundant grace 
continues to break through into our 
lives. We live in a big, overwhelming, 
unfamiliar city. But there is a close-knit 
missionary community in Taichung that 
has welcomed us in with open arms. They 
have given us emotional support and 
listening ears; they have been co-prayers 
and co-ministers with us and for us. Our 
prayers for our children to have close 
friends at school and a sense of stability 
to our new life in Taichung have been 
abundantly answered by our gracious 
God. And on those days when we have 
just wanted to pack up and give in, we 
have been given notes of encouragement 
from our brothers and sisters in the US, 

being reminded by the Holy Spirit that 
we have the whole CLB body of churches 
behind us, praying for us, wanting to 
see the gospel of Jesus Christ spread in 
Taichung.
 So we ask you, Church, to continue to 
pray for the ministry God has prepared 
for us in Taichung City. Pray that the 
overabundant grace of Christ would 
continue to overcome the overwhelming 
odds that have bogged us down since 
our return. Pray that as we move forward 
with ministry plans, COVID restrictions 
on the Feng-Jia campus would be lifted 
to allow us to start the kind of ministry 
we feel God has called us to. Pray that 
as we make new friends with grassroots 
working-class families in our community, 
they will experience the love of Christ 
in word and deed, and that they would 
be drawn to know him more. It is God 
working through his Church that enables 
us to persist in this endeavor, to share 
the gospel of Christ with the people of 
Taichung City, people he dearly loves and 
desires to save.

Ben Hosch and his wife Sara serve the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren as 
missionaries in Taiwan.

www.LBIM.org
International Mission

The Apostle Paul writes, “How can anyone preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”
           Romans 10:15
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CLB Canada: 
President Overland Retires

DAVID VEUM

ake it, lassie. It’s for sinners.” That 
line is taken from one of Rev. Jon 
Overland’s favorite illustrations. 

He tells of an older Christian man sitting 
in a Scottish worship service. The man 
had come to church feeling troubled 
and condemned. It was now communion 
time. The elements were being passed. 
He had decided that he could not take 
communion. His life as a child of God 
was not what it ought to be. When the 
tray came, he would just pass it on.
 But then he noticed the young woman 
sitting in the same row with a couple of 
empty spaces between them. She had 
been quiet throughout the service except 
that, as the words of the Lord’s Supper 
were read, she began to sob. At last the 
tray was in her hand. She turned to pass 
the tray on without partaking. Only now 
the man saw her need, and in her need he 

T met Debbie. They were married in 1973.
 Jon is an avid reader. It was said of him 
during his farming days, “He’s probably 
the best-read farmer in Saskatchewan 
when it comes to theology.” Although 
still working his farm, he felt himself 
being drawn toward the ministry. In a 
defining moment one harvest day, Jon 
recognized that it might be time to leave 
the farm behind when he found himself 
sharing the gospel with a friend instead 
of harvesting his crops! After receiving 
additional encouragement from his good 
friend and future professor, Dr. Eugene 
Boe, Jon moved his family to Fergus 
Falls, MN to begin his pastoral training at 
Lutheran Brethren Seminary.
 During his years in Fergus, Jon served 
part-time as a chaplain at Broen Home 
where his father Edwin was a resident. Jon 
now had the privilege of preaching to the 

realized his own. He passed the tray back 
to her and whispered, “Take it, lassie. It’s 
for sinners.” They both left worship that 
day believing those words, “Given and 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”
 That story illustrates the central concern 
of Reverend Overland’s ministry. Above 
all else, he longs for those troubled by 
their sins to believe that their sins have 
been nailed to the cross by their Savior 
and forgiven.
 Jon, as I know him and call him as 
colleague and brother-in-law, grew up 
in a pastor’s home. He left shortly after 
high school to work in the potash mines 
in central Saskatchewan. Eventually he 
moved north 150 kilometers to the farm 
owned by his family near Hagen. In 
his first years on the farm, between fall 
harvest and spring work, he attended 
Bible School at LBS. That’s where he 

www.LBCanada.org
North American Mission

Rev. Jon Overland.

“



pastor who had first taught him the gospel. After one 
of those services, his father commented, “Jonathan, 
we didn’t quite make it to the cross today, did we?” 
From that day forward, Jon endeavored to bring his 
listeners to the cross of Jesus Christ whenever he 
preached.
 In 1998, he accepted the call to serve Grace Lutheran 
Church in Okotoks, Alberta. Jon is a people person, 
and he would often study in a coffee shop where he 
could meet others. He wore a clerical collar to be 
recognized as a pastor, and often heard the question, 
“Pastor, can I talk to you?” One of these spontaneous 
conversations led to the wedding officiation of a 
couple in a windblown Alberta pasture. They had 
learned about Jesus from Pastor Jon.
 In 2009 he was elected the president of the Church 
of the Lutheran Brethren of Canada. Under his 
leadership, the CLBC purchased a home in Fergus 
Falls to provide housing for Canadians attending 
LBS. They designated significant scholarship funding 
for the students. They supported a church plant in Red 
Deer, Alberta.
 Jon retired from pastoral ministry in 2019, and 
subsequently stepped down as president of the Church 
of the Lutheran Brethren of Canada in early spring 
2022.
 Those who know Jon remember his big heart, 
powerful hug, and deep bass voice thundering “Right 
on!” Those who’ve travelled with him remember Jon 
as a person who could make a quick stop at a gas 
station and make a friend before he left. I know that, 
should Jon be offering me the communion tray and 
see me hesitate to partake, he would say, “Take it, 
Dave. It’s for sinners.”

Dr. David Veum is President of Lutheran Brethren 
Seminary in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
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“God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.”                                              
         Romans 5:8
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t was 10 a.m., Wednesday, September 28. 
It had been a frantic morning, preceded by 
twenty-four hours of preparation and prayers 

that hurricane Ian would weaken or turn to the 
west and out into the Gulf of Mexico. People 
living in low-lying areas had evacuated to higher 
ground, and then again to even higher ground, 
to escape the predicted storm surge. The key 
word is predicted. They predicted an 18-foot 
storm surge with hurricane Charlie in 2004, 
but the water never even rose out of the canals. 
Hurricane after hurricane, the predicted storm 
surge never actually happens. Sadly, this storm 
would be different.
 By 11 a.m., we were hunkered down safely 
inside my sister-in-law’s home, on high ground 
with a new roof and hurricane shutters. The 
winds had become brutally intense. Inside, we 
watched the news and saw the predicted storm 
surge became a horrifying reality. First in Marco 
Island, then in Naples and Bonita Springs. As the 
storm crawled to the north, that surge would push 
along with it, gathering force and more water as 
it crept toward Cape Coral. The reality began to 
sink in for the first time that my home could soon 
be filled with several feet of seawater. Up until 
now, it was still just a prediction.
 About 1 p.m. I received a text from a parishioner 
who lives close by the church. So far, I had been 
primarily focused on my family and my home. 
The text contained a lone picture that shocked 
me into the bigger picture. It was a picture of 
the church, with the steeple toppled and hanging 
precariously over the roof. My heart sank.
 By 2 a.m., the power was out, and we turned 
on the radio to listen to the reports of what was 
going on outside. With the windows covered, 
we could only hear the howling wind and the 
occasional impact of debris hitting the house. 
We watched on a weather app as the eye of Ian 
passed right over Cape Coral. But unlike many 
other hurricanes, it was never calm in the eye of 
Ian. Even with the windows covered, we could 
tell that the sky was brighter in the eye, but the 
winds never stopped blowing. We went to sleep 
that night, listening to the wind, and wondering 
what we’d wake up to in the morning. Our 
prayers were for our community and for the 
strength to face whatever daybreak would bring.

 As the sun rose, people across southwest Florida cautiously crept from 
their homes to survey the damage. We listened to the radio with horror as we 
heard about what happened to places like Sanibel, Pine Island, and Fort Myers 
Beach. After checking on my home and thanking God that the surge stopped 
at my front door, I went to the church. The steeple was no longer hanging by 
a thread. It was on the ground beside the church. Most of the shingles were 
stripped off the sanctuary roof. As I approached the front doors, I feared what 
things would look like inside. My internal prediction wasn’t a pretty picture. 
I expected to see most of the ceiling fallen to the floor and water everywhere. 
But to my surprise and joy, everything appeared to be intact. Sure, some water 
leaked in, but nothing like I expected. There was damage, but nothing was 
destroyed on the inside. Thankfully, my prediction was wrong.
 God never promised that we wouldn’t have to go through the valley of the 
shadow of death. But he did promise that we would never go alone. The key 
word is promised. Jesus didn’t predict that he’d be with us; he promised. 
Predictions tend to fall short of expectations, so we look at them with suspicion. 
But our God has made promises that he keeps even when the reality is worse 
than predicted. The church is dry now, and the roof is secure. The debris is 
picked up and sitting in piles, waiting to be hauled away. Plans are being made 
for the future. Those plans are not based on a prediction that things will get 
better. They are built on Jesus’ promise—not even the gates of hell will prevail 
against his Church.

Rev. Ed Nugent is Pastor of Living Faith Church in Cape Coral, Florida.
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Promises and Predictions
ED NUGENT

Hurricane Relief
Matching Funds Available!

$75,000

Living Faith Church 
of Cape Coral, FL  
lost their steeple 

during the hurricane.

www.CLBA.org/giving

CLB
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Skog Installed

On October 9, 2020, Pastor Drew Skog was installed at 
Bunker Hill Lutheran Brethren Church in Princeton, New 
Jersey. Rev. Aage Larson officiated.

L to R: Elder and member of the CLB Council of Directors Matt DeKok, Rev. Aage Larson, 
Pastor Drew Skog, and Elder Keith Dunham.

Rogness Ordained
Militzer Installed

On September 4, 2022, Ryan Rogness was ordained as an 
elder  and Josiah Militzer was installed as Youth and Young 
Adults Pastor at Bethel Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, MN. 
Dr. David Veum, President of Lutheran Brethren Seminary 
officiated.

L to R kneeling: Elder Ryan Rogness and Pastor Josiah Militzer.

Knick Joins CLB Staff

On October 24, 2022, Andrea Knick began serving the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren as the new Executive 
Administrative Assistant for the Office of the President.

Rust Elected President 
of the CLB Canada

On April 9, 2022 Rev. Harold Rust was elected President of 
the CLB Canada at the annual convention in Camrose, AB. He 
assumes the position vacated with the retirement of Rev. Jon 
Overland. Over the years Harold has served as youth worker 
at Peace LBC in Calgary, AB and Grace LBC in Okotoks, 
AB; as pastor at Rock of Ages LBC in Saskatoon, SK; and as 
elder at Resurrection LBC in Camrose, AB. He and his wife 
Joyce currently serve the CLBC as church planters at The 
River in Red Deer, AB.

Harold and Joyce Rust.

Andrea Knick.
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Who Gets the Glory?

e know about the great mission partnership of 
Paul and Barnabas. But have you ever followed 
Barnabas through the Book of Acts? We see a not-

self-concerned fellow who just happens to raise up everyone 
he partners with!
 When first mentioned in Acts, as Barnabas is selling his 
property to benefit others in need, he’s already been nick-
named “Son of Encouragement.” On the second mention, he 
is boldly approaching Saul, the former enemy of the Church, 
who has now met Jesus. The Church doesn’t trust Saul, but 
Barnabas does, and he opens the door for the one we know as 
the Apostle Paul.
 Sometime later, the Jerusalem church selects Barnabas to 
investigate what is happening in Antioch, where Gentiles are 
being saved. Barnabas does more than investigate. He quickly 
goes to find and enlist Saul. He somehow knows the former 
outcast will be good for the kingdom work in Antioch. The 
two of them partner fruitfully there for a year.
 Now the Antioch church, listening to the Holy Spirit, 
sees the vast potential of this new mission partnership, and 
commissions Barnabas and Saul to go proclaim the gospel 
where people haven’t yet heard it. Very quickly, the team of 
Barnabas and Paul becomes the team of Paul and Barnabas. 
Reading between the lines, this change doesn’t matter to 
Barnabas, because it’s not about Barnabas!
 When conflict inevitably arises, it’s not over personalities 
or philosophy of mission. It’s over trusting one who has once 
failed, namely John Mark. Paul, the former outcast, will 
not give the young man a second chance, but Barnabas the 
encourager will, and God uses this conflict to send out two 
mission teams instead of just one.
 The qualities of Barnabas—encouragement, self-effacement, 
wisdom, discernment, trust, and a lot of grace—these are what 
the Church still needs, if it is to reach people with the Good 
News of Jesus. In my relatively long history in the CLB, I have 
seen and been blessed by these same qualities displayed in 
World Mission directors, Home Mission directors, Seminary 
professors, Synodical presidents, associate pastors, and elders. 
But also, there were very many not-self-concerned everyday 
church members. People you may not have heard of, but I 
remember them well.
 What can we learn from Barnabas? Such relationships 
should be cherished, and such mission partnerships should be 
engaged to the fullest, for the sake of the kingdom of God. 
Because it’s not about us. It’s about how God may use us as 
his instruments through whom he will bless so many people.

Rev. Brent Juliot is Contributing Editor of F&F magazine and 
Pastor of Living Hope Church in Menomonie, Wisconsin.
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