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A hand is stretched out from God’s throne to you. That hand 
can save you. It bears the marks of the nails from Golgotha. 
It tells of a legal brief of accusation against us that was nailed 
to the cross. The debt was paid and the judgment was atoned. 
Grip that hand, or more correctly, let that hand grip yours to lift 
you up to the safe Rock of Salvation.
 That hand was stretched out to the sinking Peter. You too 
may be sinking beneath the ice cold billows of discouragement 
or the waves of doubt and worry. You may be so tired that you 
feel you can no longer survive.
 A hand is stretched out from the throne of God. Blessed 

are they who permit themselves to be gripped by it. You will 
experience that nothing is impossible for him. He has solved 
greater problems than yours. 

Hans Edvard Wisløff (1902—1969) was a Norwegian 
theologian and writer. He was also the Bishop of the Diocese 
of Sør-Hålogaland from 1959 until his death in 1969.

H. E. Wisløff, Quiet Moments on the Way Home (Fergus Falls, MN: Faith & 
Fellowship Press, 1993), 164.
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Glimpse

Jesus has Scars
TROY TYSDAL

On July 9, 2020, a six-year-old boy 
and his four-year-old sister were at a 
friend’s house. After growing bored 
inside, the three kids decided to play in 
the backyard. Upon entering the yard, 
the friend pointed to one dog and said, 
“That’s the nice dog.” He then pointed to 
a second dog, a German Shepherd, and 
said, “That’s the mean one.”
 Immediately, the mean one trotted over 
to the little girl. Her older brother could 
tell the dog intended to harm her, so he 
stepped between them. The dog tried to 
go around him, but the boy refused to 
let it pass. He knew the danger. He later 
said, “If one of us had to die, I thought it 
should be me.”
 He was six!
 When the dog was blocked a second 
time from reaching the little girl, it bit 
the boy on his face. It grabbed hold of 
him, tearing him open below the eye to 
the corner of the mouth. Later, it would 
take ninety stitches to put his face back 
together. When the dog finally let go, the 
boy did not cry for help. Instead, he stood 
up, put himself between the dog and his 
sister again, and took her to a place in the 
yard where he thought she would be safe.
 My heart sank as the nightly news 
broadcast photos of the young boy’s face. 
It was as if all the world’s brokenness was 
held in that one image. At that moment, 
my son’s voice cut through the room, 
reminding me of the gospel. He said, 
“That’s what Jesus did for us.” I asked 
him, “How so?” and he replied, “The 
devil wants to destroy us, but Jesus steps 
in front of him.”
 
ISAIAH 53:4-5
Surely he took up our pain and bore 
our suffering, yet we considered him 
punished by God, stricken by him, and 
afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us 

peace was on him, and by his wounds we 
are healed.

 We are all helpless little four-year-olds, 
and the enemy of our souls is in the yard. 
The Apostle Peter tells us, “The devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). We 
appear defenseless to such a foe. Our 
sin has left us exposed. In our frailty, he 
whispers that we are abandoned. In our 
strength, he tells us that we are gods. 
When we are cruel, he tells us that we are 
damned. When we are kind, he tells us 
that we are righteous.
 What a clever foe! He crosses the yard, 
hell-bent to harm us. The power of his 
jaws is unmatched, but Jesus steps in. 
The enemy’s bite offers no mercy, Judas 
betrays him with a kiss, Pilate washes 
his hands, the sun refuses to shine, Peter 
denies him as the rooster crows, until 
finally it is finished, and the lifeless 
body of Jesus is placed in a tomb. The 
punishment that brought us peace was on 
him.
 The Apostle Paul writes, “None of the 
rulers of this age understood it, for if they 
had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:8). The rulers of 

this age were bent on evil, but what they 
intended for evil, God meant for good. As 
Jesus gave up his spirit, the chains of hell 
were broken forever.  
 Do you have scars? I am sure that you 
do. Some are visible, and others remain 
hidden, so deep you dare not speak of 
them. Hear this: your scars will soon 
disappear. A day is coming when the only 
scars you see will be those that belong to 
our Lord.
 When your enemy attacks you with 
your sin, remind him of the One whose 
scars mark the wounds by which we have 
been healed, the One whose scars hold 
all the brokenness of the world. That will 
silence him, until the day he is silenced 
forever by our Savior.

Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of 
Communications and Prayer for the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren and 
serves as editor in chief of Faith & 
Fellowship magazine.

Visit the CLB online at: www.CLBA.org
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magine you were a door-to-door 
salesman for vacuum cleaners that 
sell themselves. No, really! You don’t 

have to prepare a sales pitch or anything. 
You just knock on the door, show them 
the vacuum, and they either buy it or 
don’t. Wouldn’t that be an easy job?
 My wife, in her high school years, had 
a very short engagement trying to sell 
vacuums door-to-door. You know the 
type. They are the Art-Deco style upright 
vacuums with their all-metal construction, 
stainless steel finish, and plaid dust bag, 
which are equally at home in grandma’s 
house or the church basement. And this 
was a short engagement for her because 
she quickly found out that she was 
required to use high-pressure sales tactics 
to sell expensive vacuums to people who 
couldn’t afford them. Not to mention that 
she just wasn’t very good at it.
 For many people, the idea of sharing 
the gospel is worse than that.

I  The reasons why sharing the gospel can 
be so difficult are many, but I would say 
that they fall into three main categories: 
1) fear of ridicule, 2) fear of rejection, 
and 3) fear of our inadequacy to bring the 
gospel. Does any of that sound familiar? 
Maybe they all sound familiar. But I want 
to challenge our fears with some of the 
promises of Scripture.
 To begin with, let’s look at what it means 
to make disciples by sharing the gospel. 
In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus gives this 
mission to all his disciples, current and 
future: “Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” The command is to make 
disciples, while the “how” of making 
disciples is baptizing and teaching. 
Looking at teaching, specifically, we are 

to teach people to observe all that Jesus 
Christ has commanded us. We are to 
teach the gospel—the good news of the 
Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus himself 
taught. Now, that’s pretty easy to do when 
someone is already a believer, and we 
want to teach them more about what they 
already believe. But it can be much more 
difficult when it’s someone who does not 
yet believe.
 And why is that? Well, Paul does a 
pretty good job of explaining this in 
his first letter to the church in Corinth: 
“…but we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles,” (1 Cor. 1:23). Likewise, 
“The person without the Spirit does not 
accept the things that come from the Spirit 
of God but considers them foolishness, 
and cannot understand them because they 
are discerned only through the Spirit” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). Right there, we already 
see that ridicule and rejection is going 

Selling the Gospel
JEREMY WILSON
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to be the default reaction of most people 
to the gospel. For someone without the 
Spirit of God, the gospel is foolishness 
and incomprehensible. That being the 
case, we might ask, “Then why preach 
the gospel at all?” If it’s foolishness, and 
it can’t be understood without someone 
having the Spirit of God, what good does 
spreading the gospel do?
 Fortunately, we don’t have to go far to 
find the answer to that question. Just a 
little earlier, in 1 Corinthians 1:18, Paul 
adds a little something to the idea of the 
gospel’s foolishness. A little something 
that is unfathomably wonderful regarding 
this gospel: “For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God” (emphasis added). The 
word of the cross—the gospel itself—is 
at once foolishness and the power of God. 
Though God’s Word will be received as 
foolishness by some, it nevertheless 
comes to them backed by all the power of 
God. This is how Paul can also say, “For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 
is the power of God that brings salvation 
to everyone who believes: first to the 
Jew, then to the Gentile” (Rom. 1:16), 
while the writer of Hebrews asserts that 
“…the word of God is alive and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, 
it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 

thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Heb. 
4:12). This gospel that we are called to 
teach is the power of God and it has the 
ability to affect people to the point of 
piercing them to the division of soul and 
spirit.
 Can simple words actually contain such 
power? They can when they are God’s 
own words! Look at what God’s Word 
has already done. Simply by speaking, 
God created the universe and everything 
in it. Simply by speaking, Jesus healed 
the Centurion’s servant from afar. Simply 
by speaking, Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead. That same creative, life-giving 
power of God’s Word goes with the 
gospel wherever it is proclaimed. God’s 
Word still has the power to create, as it 
creates faith where there is none. God’s 
Word still has the power to create, as it 
creates life by raising one who is dead in 
their sin to eternal life in Christ.
 So, how has Scripture addressed the 
reasons for which it is difficult to share 
the gospel? 1) We can expect ridicule, 
knowing that the gospel is foolishness 
to those who are perishing. But it is 
the gospel that is being ridiculed over 
and above ourselves. 2) We can expect 
rejection, knowing that a person is 
powerless to understand, let alone accept, 
the gospel that we are bringing. Those 
two now become not sources of fear, but 
sources of compassion for the one who 

is dead in their sin and who continues to 
reject this gospel. And then, 3) whether 
or not we are intelligent enough, well-
spoken enough, learned enough, or 
persuasive enough to effectively share the 
gospel doesn’t enter into the picture. It is 
not by any power or quality in ourselves 
that faith is produced in a person, but by 
the power of God alone.
 Would you sign up for the opportunity 
to sell vacuums that sell themselves? I 
can’t say that I’d believe anyone who said 
that. But I do believe that the gospel is 
the power of God to save those who are 
perishing. It is a gospel that “sells” itself, 
and I don’t have to be a good salesman to 
bring that to my neighbor.

Rev. Jeremy Wilson is Pastor at Lutheran 
Brethren Church of Nampa in Nampa, 
Idaho.

The Apostle Paul writes, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the 
Jew, then to the Gentile.”
           Romans 1:16
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ave you ever thought about 
planting a church? About ten 
years ago, God spoke to me in 

a pastors’ meeting where I heard that the 
best way to see new people come to Christ 
was through church planting efforts. I 
didn’t know when, I didn’t know where, 
but at that point my wife and I opened 
ourselves up to the possibility that we 
might one day plant a church. Over 
the years I saw friends of mine begin 
their own church planting endeavors, 
and I discovered that there were certain 
commonalities among successful church 
plants: 1) It was important to have the 
support of a denomination who assessed 
the church planter, and 2) it was crucial 
to have churches that were behind this 
effort to not only financially resource 
the plant, but also spiritually care for the 
planter, his wife, and the team doing the 

H work. Without these two keys, the work 
was incredibly difficult and often didn’t 
succeed.
 I continued to pray about when and if 
God would call Mary and me to plant a 
church, but I knew that I wanted to see 
those key components fall into place 
in order for me to agree to it and feel 
confident that we were prepared to do the 
hard work God was calling us to.
 In 2020 I received a call from three New 
England churches that felt led to plant 
a church to extend their missional work 
beyond their local churches and into the 
broader New England area, specifically 
Boston. As I considered this possibility, I 
was asked many times, “Why Boston?”
 There are two answers to this question. 
1) That is the call given by these churches. 
Cultivate New England, comprised of 
Bethany LBC, Faith Chapel, and Praise 

Christian Fellowship, felt that Boston 
was where they were led to minister.                 
2) Mary and I feel called to urban 
ministry. I came to know Christ in my 
early twenties in New York City, and 
seeing so many around me living without 
hope put a burning desire in my heart to 
see those who are far from Christ come to 
know him.
 As we talked through the call process it 
became clear that Mary and I, as well as 
the sending churches, didn’t want them to 
feel like they were sending a mercenary. 
Could they instead commission a friend 
into this mission field? So that this could 
happen, we came to New England early 
to build a bond with these churches. We 
shared our joint vision, preached the 
Word, and encouraged members of those 
churches to partner with us by supporting 
through prayer, through finances, and 

Gospel Partnership
KRISTIAN ANDERSON

Rev. Kristian and Mary Anderson in Boston, Massachusetts.
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even by physically moving to Boston 
with us to join this mission.
 We initially moved to Connecticut to 
build these bonds. It was incredible to see 
how the relationships that were formed 
helped to solidify our call to go and plant 
this new mission post in Boston. We 
sat down with Patricia and heard how 
she found Praise Christian Fellowship 
at a critical point in her life, and how 
she desires to see others come to Jesus. 
We talked to Earl and Judy from Faith 
about their long-term commitment to the 
gospel and seeing its work going beyond 
Cranston. We built relationships with 
two young men from East Hartland and 
watched them gain a passion for Boston 
and pray through joining this mission in 
person. These relationships continued to 
spur on this movement of a church being 
planted in Boston.
 These three sending churches have 
committed to prayerful and financial 
support for us, but they also make up 
Grace Hill’s leadership until we can build 
our own. We have the three current pastors 
of these churches, one former pastor, and 
two other lay leaders who make up our 
Initial Leadership Team. This team not 
only gives oversight to Grace Hill, but 
also offers wisdom and spiritual care, 
which are integral to our success.
 Mary and I arrived in East Boston, 
Massachusetts in August 2022. The day 
we arrived, we met three of our neighbors: 
Yesica, who moved to the neighborhood a 

year before and is living with her partner, 
just making it day by day; Donald, who 
has lived across the street for 30 years, 
who works as a cab driver and usher at 
TD Garden; and Norma, who goes by 
Suelly, who is half Brazilian, half Italian, 
and has grown up in this neighborhood.
 It is important to note something: The 
United States is currently the fourth 
largest mission field in the world. There 
are more Lutherans in Ethiopia than 
there are in the US. It has been estimated 
that only 3% of the people in Boston 
have heard an authentic representation 
of the gospel. George Barna’s Christian 
research group has pinpointed Boston as 
the largest, most unreached city in the 
US. We are missionaries here. None of 
our neighbors know the gospel, and most 
we meet have never heard it. This may be 
surprising to hear if you have grown up 
in the Church, but our culture has shifted. 
Boston is the sixth most diverse city in 
the US; if we want to fulfill the Great 
Commission and reach the nations—they 
are right here.
 I’ve recently begun a discipleship 
relationship with a man named Felipe. 
Born in El Salvador, he’s lived in Queens, 
New York for the last 20 years, working 
mainly for Apple. He recently relocated 
to Boston to be closer to his fiancée 
Amy, whom he will marry next year. I 
text him Bible verses to read. I ask him 
questions about how God fits into his life. 
We have begun to pray together. Mary 

has been meeting with Pavlina, who is 
from Bulgaria, has lived in Boston for 
many years, and owns her own business. 
She loves fitness and is interested in 
spirituality and meditation. These are the 
people we are meeting. Pray for us as 
we connect with those in our missional 
circles where we work, we live, and we 
play.
 I am so thankful for gospel partnership 
in the midst of this unknown work. These 
verses have been a prayer focus for me 
as we begin this work, and I pray they 
encourage all of us in the same work. 2 
Timothy 2:1-2 tells us, “You then, my 
son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus. And the things you have heard me 
say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable people who will also 
be qualified to teach others.” Let this 
reign over us. Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.

Rev. Kristian Anderson and his wife 
Mary have been called to plant Grace 
Hill Community Church in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

Kristian and Mary Anderson have been called 
by Cultivate New England to plant Grace Hill 
Community Church in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Cultivate New England is the partnership of three 
CLB congregations: Praise Christian Fellowship, 
Barkhamsted, CT; Bethany LBC, East Hartland, CT; 
and Faith Chapel, Cranston, RI. 

East Boston was historically created by adding 
landfill between islands. Grace Hill Community 
Church now takes its place amongst Shay’s Hill, 
Smith Hill, Camp Hill, and Eagle Hill, with a desire 
to impact East Boston with the grace of God and the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Please pray for Kristian 
and Mary as they serve the CLB in this effort.

www.GraceHillCommunityChurch.com
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esus is endowed with all the 
authority of heaven and earth 
(Matt. 28:18). And it is in and 

because of this authority that he calls 
us, commissions us—yes, commands 
us—his Church, to “go into all the world 
and make new disciples.” As such, we 
consider ourselves a Disciple Making 
Church, and we seek to multiply new 
disciples.
 Much ink has been used in effort 
to define what disciple making is; to 
describe what disciple making looks like; 
to examine the nuances of the identity, 
role, and cross-over of both disciple and 
discipler; to develop “how-to” strategies 
to foster “disciple-making movements.”
 We have our idealistic notions of 
what disciple making entails and what 
a commitment to such will result in, 
by the grace of God. We pray for and 
anticipate new and revitalized churches, 
new missionaries and church planters, 
converts and transformed lives, a new 

generation of leaders, healthy churches. 
All this is good and right. And we rest 
in passages like Proverbs 19:21 that 
assure us that even though “many are the 
plans in a person’s heart... it is the Lord’s 
purpose that prevails.”
 The lessons of biblical history and 
present disciple-making reality teach 
us that disciple making can be painful 
and messy. It can lead to division in the 
Church. It can result in syncretism and 
heresy. Motives and agendas for making 
disciples can be false and selfish. Yet, 
what is clear from both biblical and world 
history is that, as Christ and his Word is 
proclaimed, and as disciples of Jesus are 
multiplied, and even in spite of the sinful 
state of us sinners in the mix, God is 
accomplishing his purpose. And in that 
messy and mysterious process, we can 
rejoice! We can be confident as we dive 
in and take part in it.
 Consider the messiness of the conflict 
in Paul’s disciple-making missionary 

team due to the disagreement between 
Paul and Barnabas as to the value/quality 
of John Mark as a team member. The 
disagreement was so sharp that the team 
was divided. As we know, God used this 
for his purpose, to multiply ministry and 
disciples… and to unleash the gospel 
impact of Mark’s own ministry, as he is 
later sought after by Paul for his service 
(2 Tim. 4:11). We could look at the many 
flawed Bible characters whom God used 
for his purpose: the vengeful Moses, the 
deceiving Jacob, the young bragging 
Joseph, the reluctant Jonah, the jealous 
David, the brash and Jesus-denying Peter, 
and on and on. But God used them all to 
powerful gospel effect!
 Consider the example of a young man 
in our Chad mission field (let’s call him 
Moses). He has grown up as a Muslim. 
He has grown up with an understanding 
that his only hope for attaining paradise 
come judgment day is if he can earn 
enough merit with Allah through 

The Mysterious Messiness
of Multiplying New Disciples

DAN VENBERG

J
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performance and obedience to the law of 
Islam. And even then, he can never have 
any assurance because of the capricious 
character of the god of Islam. And now, 
through the friendship and discipling of 
an LBIM missionary family, he has been 
hearing the gospel. He is expressing his 
belief in this truth; he is eager to learn 
more; God is creating faith in his heart… 
and he has been beaten by his father 
because of it. Moses is confronted with 
a messy situation. Should he run away 
from home? If he leaves, how can he 
continue learning what he has come to 
believe as true? Will he continue to suffer 
beatings, or worse, if he stays? How will 
this impact the relationship between the 
missionary and the community in which 
they live? Tough questions. But we 
rest in God’s sovereignty, and trust that 
this young man, Lord willing, will be 
unleashed and used for God’s purpose, in 
God’s time.
 Consider the example of a middle-
aged man that I met in Japan recently 
(let’s call him John). He is Buddhist by 
tradition, and from a moral perspective, 
mostly concerned about leading a good 
life and honoring both his ancestors and 
the humanity around him. He has been 
growing in a relationship with one of our 
missionaries, and, due to a shared passion 
for music, has been coming to church, 
helping with music ministry… and 
listening to the Word of God. The Bible 
tells us that faith comes through hearing 
the Word (Rom. 10:17). John is hearing. 
This is a part of disciple making.
 Consider another man that I know 

from Chad (let’s call him Peter). He used 
to take great delight in debating with 
me, trying to convince me to become a 
Muslim. We spent countless hours in 
debate, comparing the Word of God and 
the Qur’an. One day, when I was verbally 
attacked for being a Christian by a visiting 
extremist Islam Imam, Peter stood up and 
defended me, articulating the gospel to 
the crowd much more clearly than I ever 
could have. What does that even mean, 
that a Muslim preaches the gospel? We 
can rest in the words of Paul, who wrote 
in Philippians 1:18, “But what does it 
matter? The important thing is that in 
every way, whether from false motives 
or true, Christ is preached.” Since that 
time, Peter has secretly confessed faith, 
but remains “underground,” living in his 
Muslim community, afraid to be baptized. 
It’s messy. It’s not clean cut. But God’s 
purpose prevails. And new leaders are 
unleashed, and disciples are multiplied.
 We don’t have to have it all figured out 
in advance before we act out what it means 
to be a Disciple-Making Church. God has 
called and continues to call people of all 
kinds to make disciples. Some are young. 
Some are old. Some are expected. Many 
are not. Some are seemingly prepared. 
Most are not. Some have a strong faith 
and firm conviction of call. Many are 
wrestling with their unbelief, and can’t 
imagine how God could possibly use 
them. But he does, sometimes in ways 
that we would not believe even if we were 
told. But the beautiful thing is that this is 
God’s mission. And he commands us to 
join him. It can be scary, and baffling, 

and mysterious. But he promises to be 
with us. And he promises that his purpose 
and mission will be accomplished in and 
through us. So let’s go!

Dan Venberg serves the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren as its Director of 
International Mission.

When Job and his friends discussed the 
age-old question, “Why does a good God 
allow evil?” God responded by saying, 
“[A]sk the animals, and they will teach 
you...” (Job 12:7). Dan Venberg has 
written thirty one devotions, exploring 
God’s creative power demonstrated 
through the animals.

Order now at: www.FFBooks.org

Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s 
purpose that prevails.
     Proverbs 19:21

$17.99
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uring the summer of 1980 when 
I was nine years old, a small 
group of people, including my 

family and me, and other members of a 
central Pennsylvania church (Lutheran 
Church in America) in McAlisterville 
attended camp at Tuscarora Inn in Mount 
Bethel, PA. It was my first exposure to 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren. 
Over the next decade, I attended camp 
there each summer. There God was 
“superabundantly generous in his grace” 
toward me (to borrow a phrase from 
Martin Luther). Faithful preachers and 
teachers proclaimed and rightly divided 
Law and Gospel to me. Faithful friends 
both encouraged and exhorted me in my 
young life of faith. Each year I looked 
forward to what would be a weeklong 
“mountain top experience,” that God 
ordained and used for my growth.
 My wife and I were married in 1991 and 
our life’s journey took us to various places 
before we landed back in McAlisterville 
in 2004. Upon our return, we found that 
Good News Lutheran Brethren Church 
had been planted there, with some of 
my friends from the old Tuscarora Inn 
camp days being part of the founding 

me, shepherding me, and feeding me with 
Word and Sacrament, so that I might grow 
in faith and grace for over 40 years, even 
when I was but a “guest in the house,” 
not a member. I give out of thanksgiving 
for faithful men and women who 
invested in me, planting and watering, 
while trusting God to give the growth. I 
give out of thanksgiving that these same 
gifts are continually shared not just with 
me, not just with others here in North 
America, but with people throughout 
the world. I give so that North American 
Mission, Lutheran Brethren International 
Mission, Lutheran Brethren Seminary, 
Tuscarora Inn, and other CLB ministries 
can continue to be “superabundantly 
generous in his grace.”
 I encourage you to join me in sharing 
from God’s generous gifts to you for the 
good of his kingdom and our neighbors, 
as we, the family of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren, minister together.

Rev. Michael Edwards is Senior Pastor 
of Preaching and Teaching at Good 
News Lutheran Brethren Church in 
McAlisterville, Pennsylvania.

membership. We attended a worship 
service at Good News and found people 
who loved the Lord, loved the Word of 
God, and loved each other. The faithful 
preaching, built on the understanding that 
God’s Word is inerrant and authoritative, 
was like a breath of fresh air to us after 
years of worshiping in churches that were 
less confident in the Scriptures.
 In 2005, Good News Church called me 
to be an elder and, by the amazing grace 
of God, they called me to be their pastor 
in 2011. Early on in this ministry as a 
licensed lay pastor, I was mentored by 
pastors Warren Geraghty, Chris Priestaf, 
and others. In 2022, I was ordained as a 
Minister of the Gospel in the Church of 
the Lutheran Brethren, thanks in no small 
part to the leadership and support of 
North American Mission, including Joel 
Egge and Paul Larson, and the leadership, 
teachers, and fellow students of Lutheran 
Brethren Seminary, including David 
Veum, Eugene Boe, Brad Pribbenow, 
Gaylan Mathiesen, Daniel Berge, and 
many others.
 Why do I give to the CLB? I give out 
of thanksgiving for a body of believers 
who have been faithfully preaching to 

Superabundantly Generous
MICHAEL EDWARDS

D

F   cusCLB
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t was a cold January Minnesota evening, 
after a busy Christmas season. A good night 
to stay cozy at home. Would anyone be brave 

enough, or interested enough to come to church 
for a seminar about leading Bible studies? The 
answer was, “Yes!” Twenty-six women filled 
the room—from teenager to senior citizen, from 
those who had led Bible studies for decades to 
those who had never led before.
 Janet Anderson was the presenter, sharing 
wisdom and tips from her years of experience 
training the staff at Inspiration Point Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center. She began the session 
by directing us to look at the Scriptures together, 
to discover the reason for leading. The result? 
An excitement and passion for God’s Word that 
was contagious, as we recognized again what an 
amazing privilege it is to hear from God! The 
Creator of the Universe cares about us. Became 
one of us. Died for us. Speaks to us! Calls us to 
share these words with others, and equips us to 
do so. “If not you, who will pass on the message 
of the gospel to others, to the next generation?”
 Then it became very practical. This was both an 
excellent preview for new leaders, and a needed 
refresher for the rest. Here are some excerpts:
 Make your room inviting. Be prepared. Be 
early, so you can greet each participant. Be 
enthusiastic—the Bible is not boring! Don’t try 
to impress people with big words or “church 
words”—be genuine, defining unfamiliar words. 
Be careful with people. Don’t put them on the 
spot by assuming they’ll feel at ease reading 
aloud, praying, or giving a testimony. They may 
not, so give them a chance to feel comfortable.
 Build community. Establish it through trust, 
unity, and belonging. Think about bringing each 
person just one step closer to Jesus.
 Be a safe leader. How? Live your whole life 
in this way, not just during a weekly study time. 
Value every person and communicate that in 

I

So, You Want to 
Lead a Bible Study?

CHERYL OLSEN

words and actions. Never embarrass anyone in front of others. Never tell jokes 
about or make fun of certain kinds of people. Be trusted to keep confidences 
when someone shares their life with you.
 Prepare well. Pray, asking the Holy Spirit to give understanding. Discover 
one big idea. What does God want us to understand/believe from this passage? 
Think about questions that will get to the heart issue.
 A simple format is good. Use discussion starters that everyone can relate 
to. Read the Scripture, defining words if needed. Ask questions of the group. 
(Wait eighteen seconds for a response: six for them to realize there’s a question 
out there, six to formulate a response, six to gain courage to respond out 
loud!) Use questions that answer “What? So what? Now what?” (observation, 
interpretation, application). Point the group to Christ: instead of “What should 
we do?” think “What has Christ done?” Close with prayer.
 Home Bible studies are places to connect easily with women and disciple 
them. Are we willing? God can and will use us to further his kingdom here and 
abroad!

Cheryl Olsen is the Faith & Fellowship correspondent for Women’s Ministries 
of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

Visit: www.WMCLB.org

Janet Anderson leading a seminar on how to lead a Bible study.



Faith & Fellowship magazine recently 
interviewed Lutheran Brethren Seminary 
distance student Josh Graber, on-campus 
student Eric Reese, and graduate, 
missionary Claire Rose, about the 
importance of studying God’s Word.

How has the study of God’s Word 
affected your confidence and passion 
for sharing his Word with others?

Josh Graber: Where do I begin? Through 
reading and hearing God’s Word my faith 
in Christ was birthed and subsequently 
has increased (Rom. 10:17). The Word 
of God is the communicated essence of 
his being. Through the Word I am made 
aware of my depravity as a wretched 
sinner and find myself in desperate need 

of salvation (Rom. 3:23, 6:23). Through 
this same Word the Spirit of God works 
to transform me more and more into 
the image of Christ (Eph. 5:26). Then, 
through the Word I am commissioned to 
proclaim Good News with those who are 
perishing, so they too may taste and see 
that God is good (Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 
1:8; Ps. 34:8).

Eric Reese: My confidence and 
passion for sharing God’s Word result 
directly from my study of his Word. 
My confidence is usually founded on 
my own ability to do something well. 
But when it comes to sharing the gospel 
with others, my confidence is grounded 
in the objective truth that God loves the 
world, and that he sent his Son so the 

world might be forgiven and live through 
him. As I continue to study God’s Word, 
I grow more deeply convinced that I am 
a sinner, and confident that Jesus came to 
save sinners like me. Comprehending the 
cost of my redemption, I stand in awe of 
the gospel and want others to personally 
experience it. Studying God’s Word has 
strengthened my confidence and sparked 
my passion for sharing this good news 
with others.

Claire Rose: Studying God’s Word has 
increased my confidence and fueled my 
passion for sharing his Word with others. 
The deeper I dig into the Word, the 
better I know my Heavenly Father (Jer. 
29:13), and the more confident I am that 
the message of his Word must be shared. 
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His Word is life-giving (John 5:24), 
restorative (Rev. 21:5), and corrective 
(2 Tim. 3:16). It is Truth (John 17:17). 
Sometimes the message the Lord shares 
with me is not what I want to hear, but it 
is always what I need to hear. The Word 
of God is alive and active (Heb. 4:12). 
The transformation of his Word overflows 
and manifests itself in every aspect of our 
lives. This Word is not mine, so I can 
have confidence God will use his Word as 
he wills (Isa. 55:11). If I share the Word, 
it is the Holy Spirit working through me 
(John 14:26), so my passion for sharing is 
fueled by him.

Why is it important that all believers 
study God’s Word to prepare them for 
sharing it with others?

Josh Graber: This raises two more 
questions… Why wouldn’t believers want 
to study the Word of the One who saved 
them from sin and death? Why wouldn’t 
believers want to share it with lost and 
broken people? The Apostle Paul wrote: 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that 
the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). Why would God tell his Church 
to build a house yet fail to provide them 
with a hammer? No, our God equips 
those he has called through the reading, 
hearing, and internalizing of his Word.

Eric Reese: If I prepare a meal, I read 
and follow a recipe. If I prepare for an 
exam, I read and study the chapters to be 
covered. Reading is essential to preparing 
myself for the task ahead. However, 
studying God’s Word is unlike anything 
else we read. God’s Word is living and 
active. We do not read Scripture merely 
to pull information off the page and into 
our brains; we read Scripture because 
God comes to us there. He meets us in 
Scripture and proclaims the truth of his 
Word. God works on us, drawing us in so 
that we might cling to his goodness and 
grace. He gives us new hearts to trust in 
him and to care for our neighbor. This 
is why it is necessary that all Christians 
study God’s Word. Through Scripture, 
God reveals the gospel and prepares us to 
share it with others.

Claire Rose: “All Scripture is God-
breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16). What amazing 
gifts he gives through his breath! God 
breathes life into us as we read his Word. 
Study of Scripture is necessary to equip 
us for the work God has called us to (2 
Tim. 3:17), whatever that looks like, 
wherever that may be. In 2 Timothy 
4:2, Paul exhorts, “Preach the word; be 
prepared in season and out of season; 
correct, rebuke and encourage—with 
great patience and careful instruction.” 
God equips us with his Word, and then 
calls us to go out and share that Word—
both in season and out of season—all the 

time—with those whose paths he has us 
cross.  Wherever God has you right now, 
he calls you to share his message with 
those you encounter. May you breathe in 
deeply the life that God desires to give 
you every day in his Word, that you may 
share this Good News with others.

Pastor Josh Graber serves Zion Lutheran 
Church in Cooperstown, North Dakota.

Pastor Eric Reese serves as associate 
pastor at Stavanger Lutheran Church in 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota.

Claire Rose serves with her husband Dan 
as missionaries to the unreached peoples 
of Chad.
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Embracing the Word  •  Reaching the World
Preparing servants of Christ 

for a life of ministry in God’s mission. 

Is God calling you to Seminary?

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.
      2 Timothy 3:16-17



oday, in January of 2023, I have 
in front of me a small booklet 
which we use to deliver a clear 

description of the current objectives of 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren. It 
comes down to four words: Call, Partner, 
Unleash, and Multiply. We are Called to 
follow Jesus on his mission and to Partner 
with others, in practical ways, to carry 
out that mission, seeking to Unleash new 
leaders (partners!) into disciple-making 
efforts which have a Multiplying effect, 
seeing more people enter the Kingdom 
of God through faith in Jesus. Let’s focus 
for a bit on the Partner objective.
 If you use Facebook to connect with 
people, you may have received a message 
similar to one I had come my way the 

other day. “Bruce, we care about you 
and your network of Friends. Here’s a 
post from the past…” (or something like 
that). At first I was going to ignore it, 
but then I realized it might help confirm 
the dynamic nature of partnerships for 
this article. Here’s what I posted back in 
2016: 

“I’m at a restaurant waiting for a meeting 
and just had a moment to experience 
the positive side of this ever-expanding 
connectedness we enjoy (most of the 
time). On my phone, just now, I was 
able to read an update from missionary 
Dean in Japan, find out that missionary 
Dan is on his way back from Africa 
(photo evident with the Eiffel Tower in 

the background!), and get some updates 
from friends here in Breckenridge, MN 
and Wahpeton, ND! I then discovered 
that my old friend Tom is visiting the 
Philippines, checking into ministry 
invitations there. GOOD STUFF! Oh, 
here comes my tea...”

 From around the world came some 
very enjoyable reminders and updates 
that I have some terrific mission partners 
who have truly “gone into all the world to 
preach the gospel.” If you and I were to 
identify our friends who are in ministry, 
and the organizations that support them, 
I’m sure we’d have a very impressive list 
of partners in the gospel.
 Because Partner is one of the senior 

Connected: Partners in Mission
BRUCE STUMBO
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objectives of the CLB, allow me to give 
some food for thought on the development 
of our partnerships.
 Let us Partner internationally. My 
old buddy Tom is still a world traveler, 
with a special interest in ministry focused 
on the welfare of children. My Facebook 
friend, Dean, ministers to the unreached 
in Japan, and Dan now heads up LB 
International Mission (see his article on 
page 8). Did you know LB International 
Mission provides famine and refugee 
relief to those in need in Chad? Did you 
know our missionaries have started a 
school in a village in Africa, that teaches 
young Muslim children to read, write, and 
about Jesus? GOOD STUFF, AGAIN!
 All these ministry partnerships help us 
connect to international mission areas 
we’d never get to on our own, at least, not 
as effectively. It is not possible to list the 
numbers of organizations and individuals 
that would love to have you partner 
with them, but, if you aren’t connected 
internationally, I’d highly recommend 
you explore what the CLB is doing 
through LB International Mission (www.
clba.org/lbim). For well over one hundred 
years this international partnership has 
been at the heart of CLB mission. That’s 
not changing. Join in.
 Let us Partner nationally. As the 
world gets smaller and smaller because 
of social media and communications, it 
has become much easier to connect with 
like-minded congregations, independent 
ministries, para-church organizations, 
and individuals who have much to offer 
our Church body. Recently, our efforts in 
CLB North American Mission (NAM) 
have seen us involved with several 
groups that offer training and resources 
for planting churches, training church 
planters, working with those who want a 
bit of a “do over” for their congregation, 

pastoral transition help, and help with 
other challenges that we face together. As 
we refresh the staffing of NAM, we are 
learning all we can from others who have 
been successful in reaching people across 
our country with the gospel, with the intent 
that individuals come to Christ and those 
individuals are called into fellowship 
with congregations. If you are unaware 
of our national work, ask for a copy of 
our Prayer Link, a monthly prayer letter 
that serves well to share news of what’s 
happening in our work as a network of 
churches in the US and Canada. We’re 
online, too (www.clbforge.org).
 Now, before this becomes too much of 
a commercial for CLB departments and 
work, let me get to the one partnership 
that excites me the most:
 Let us Partner individually. This is so 
personal. We are called to be followers 
of Jesus, one-by-one, but we are never 
called to be alone. The Scriptures are clear 
about our need for each other as brothers 
and sisters in Christ. The Church, with 
Christ as the head and his people as the 
body, goes into all the world, carrying 
(preaching!) the gospel. And people, 
other individuals, hear the Word, read the 
Word, believe the Word, and are saved. 
And sent.
 This is why I’m so committed to 
having our congregations embrace 
the ministry of Greg Finke’s Joining 
Jesus on His Mission books. First, we 
see that following Jesus into our local 
communities is simple, even easy. Please 
don’t take my word for it. Read one of 
Greg’s books (there are now three) and 
see if the encouragement given might be 
something you have been looking for. If 
you have ever carried guilt because you 
don’t feel like you are “doing enough for 
Jesus,” there is good news. For you and 
for me. Jesus goes ahead of us, preparing 

people to hear his Word. When we get to 
them with the Word, he’s already there! 
The truly basic needs people have can 
only be met by the presence of Jesus, 
and we are given the privilege of being 
carriers of the very Word they need to 
hear, read, and believe. Consider joining 
with other individuals to form a group to 
discuss and pray over how to reach your 
friends and neighbors with the life-giving 
message of Jesus.
 Partners in Mission. The network of 
churches that is the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren is committed to these basic 
objectives that will help us respond to the 
call of Christ. This has always been so, 
since the first days of our commitments to 
mission in Asia and Africa, as well as the 
US and Canada. This call, which we still 
hear, leads us into missional partnerships 
of all kinds, and these commitments call 
for new leaders and ministries which are 
unleashed, resulting in the multiplication 
of new disciples in the Kingdom of God. 
It’s a wonderful thing. It always has been. 
Come along, partner.

Rev. Bruce Stumbo is North American 
Mission Lead for the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren.
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Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either 
of them falls down, one can help the other up.
       Ecclesiastes 4:9-10a
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uth came to Hillcrest Academy 
in Fergus Falls, Minnesota as 
a Junior, bringing with her a 

well-marked Bible, since she had been 
following Jesus from childhood. She had 
been brought up by godly parents who 
gave her access to the teaching of God’s 
Word at church, Sunday School, VBS, 
and Youth for Christ at her Stanwood, 
Washington high school.
 During her two years at Hillcrest and 
under the caring influence of dedicated 
teachers and staff, Ruth’s love for the 
Word deepened and she grew in faith 
and her trust in Jesus. As she looks back 
over those two years, she believes that 
the strongest influence on her faith in 
those years was Pastor Omar Gjerness. 
He taught Ruth’s senior Bible class, and 
he often preached in chapel and at special 
services where she traveled on “gospel 
teams” on the weekends. The students 
sang, and he preached, often with deep 
passion and heart, especially when calling 

the lost to trust in Christ as their Savior. 
On those long road trips they would 
discuss many things, and it was his love 
for the Word that stood out to her, and she 
was encouraged to study and cherish it.
 Later Ruth would marry the love of her 
life, Bruce Vallevik, a Lutheran Brethren 
pastor. Ruth taught Sunday School, 
women’s Bible studies and children’s 
Lighthouse Bible Club for years, eager to 
pass along the love of the Scriptures. 
 Still later, she served for thirteen 
years as National Director of Women’s 
Ministries for the CLB. Ruth says, “My 
greatest joy was teaching the Word, 
along with writing the book, Rooted in 
the Word: A Lutheran View of the Life 
of Faith, a tool to disciple women. The 
Word has been my anchor, has brought 
hope in times of trouble, correction and 
encouragement in my walk of faith, and 
joy in the sure foundation of Christ’s 
salvation. I will be forever grateful for 
the grounding years at Hillcrest, and 

especially to Pastor Gjerness. He is now 
home with the Lord, and someday on the 
other side I hope to give him my thanks 
personally!”
 Some three decades later, a young 
student from Norway traveled to Fergus 
Falls to participate in a new partnership 
between Danielsen Skole in Bergen, 
Norway and Hillcrest Lutheran Academy. 
Oystein was a quiet young man with an 
easy smile and desire to make the most 
of this one year in the US. He joined the 
football team, a totally new sport to a 
Norwegian teen. He made friends with his 
classmates, and as they saw his character 
and faith, Oystein was elected to student 
leadership as the Junior Class Chaplain. 
God began to work in his life, and he 
sensed a call to make disciples. He went 
on to attend Bible school and seminary. 
In 2004 Oystein Gjerme and his wife 
Gina planted SALT, a church in Bergen 
that has now planted six additional 
churches in Norway. SALT has sent 171 

Hillcrest:
Multiplying New Disciples

BRAD HOGANSON

R

Principal Jeff Isaac praying with students.
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missionaries to nearly 1,000 towns and 
villages in northeast India, most in the 
states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, but also 
in the capital Delhi, Rajasthan and West 
Bengal. Oystein says, “My experience 
at Hillcrest 30 years ago has made a 
lasting impact on my life. The emphasis 
on building community on many levels, 
with the Word of God as the authority for 
life, has been instrumental to how I do 
ministry today.”
 There are common threads to these 
and countless other stories about 
discipleship at Hillcrest. Threads of 
joining with families to raise up children 
to love and serve the Lord. Threads of 
partnerships with the CLB churches and 
other denominations around the world 
who see the value of Hillcrest in the 
spiritual maturation of their congregants. 
Threads of partnerships with mission 
organizations and our CLB seminary as 
we seek to unleash our students into the 
world as disciple makers.

How do we do this at Hillcrest?

• Discipleship at Hillcrest is always 
centered on God’s Word. One thing 
I love about Hillcrest is that the 
Word of God is not an “add on” 
to education that somehow makes 
it “Christian.” Rather we view 
the Scriptures holistically, where 
God’s Word is interconnected to the 
whole experience at Hillcrest in the 
classroom, in chapel, in athletics 
and arts, and in the residence halls. 
Our desire is to train up a generation 

of believers, from preschoolers to 
seniors, in the Word of God. Our 
students memorize Scripture and 
process what it means all along the 
way. They talk about God’s creation 
and the good, the true, and the 
beautiful, and seek to understand 
the world he created as they pursue 
academic excellence.

• Christian discipleship is a lifestyle 
approach to walk with another 
Christ-follower in their journey 
of faith. It is part of an intentional 
mentoring relationship where a more 
mature believer shares their wisdom 
and experiences with another 
disciple. Hillcrest’s faculty and staff 
have made concerted efforts to be 
intentional about opportunities to 
share life together. It is common to 
see teachers and staff around the 
table in the dining room, or after 
class or practices talking about life, 
sharing faith, encouraging students 
to walk in faith, and praying with 
them as they share struggles and 
joys. It is common to have students 
visit homes to share a meal and more 
often than not have conversations 
around faith.

• Discipleship always gives the 
opportunity to serve others. I recently 
spoke to a group of freshmen girls 
who want to spearhead a movement 
to sponsor wells through the 
CLB Living Waters well project. 
Discipleship at Hillcrest gives 
students opportunities to serve 
according to their gifts on worship 

teams, mission teams, serving the 
elderly and the unborn. We love to 
give students opportunities to grow 
“spiritual muscles,” with mentors 
who guide and shape hearts and 
minds.

So this is our discipleship model: To share 
the Word of God in such a way that faith 
is alive and central to all we do and who 
we are. We point to the cross of Jesus as 
our hope, our strength, our comfort, and 
the source of our mission to the world. 
We listen and speak. We encourage and 
admonish. We laugh together and we 
cry together. Together we are making 
disciples of all nations.

Rev. Brad Hoganson is President of 
Hillcrest Lutheran Academy in Fergus 
Falls, Minnesota.

Visit Hillcrest at: www.GoHillcrest.com
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ell, it’s time.” Have you ever used that 
line? I am using it today because it is 
time to announce plans for a change 

in leadership at Lutheran Brethren Seminary. I 
will turn 74 in September, and, although I have 
energy and good health, it is time for the next 
generation to step forward and take this ministry 
to the next level.
 I have been thinking and praying about this 
for a few years. Because I love this ministry and 
love what I get to do, I haven’t wanted to make 
this decision. Then the Holy Spirit used one line 
from a message given at the biennial convention 
of the Church last June. Greg Anderson gave an 
illustration about coaching track and specifically 
about relay racing. He noted that the most 
important skill for relay teams is the passing 
of the baton. The next statement penetrated my 
heart. “There are many ways to drop the baton. 
One is by hanging on too long.” 
 I am absolutely certain that he did not say those 
words for my benefit, but the Holy Spirit used 
those words to lead me to this decision. I don’t 
want to hang on too long and thereby prevent 
someone with new energy and new vision 
from stepping into leadership. We have many 
opportunities before us, and we need strong 
leadership to accomplish the mission that the 
Lord has placed before us.
 Our Ministry Call Mentors are having dozens 
of conversations with potential students. We 
have five persons from the Lutheran Church of 
Ethiopia who want to prepare here for ministry. 

The leadership of the Lutheran church in Korea has discussed with us the 
possibility of their seminary students taking theology courses through our 
distance program. We believe that we could prepare workers for other church 
bodies across North America as we fulfill our 5th Strategic Direction, which is 
to “Increase the influence of LBS on the Church and on the world.” 
 Would you pray with me and with our board as they seek the Lord’s choice 
to carry this vision forward? Specifically pray for David Burfeind, chair of the 
board, as he asks for suggestions and receives applications. David is an elder 
at Faith Lutheran Brethren Church in Briarcliff Manor, NY. Serving with him 
on the Executive Committee are Doug Njaa, elder and educator in Saskatoon, 
SK, and Jim Rademaker, pastor in Appleton, WI. Brad Pribbenow, our dean, 
has joined them in the search.

Dr. David Veum serves the Church of the Lutheran Brethren as President of 
Lutheran Brethren Seminary.

W

“Well, it’s Time.”
DAVID VEUM

Dr. David Veum.

“

LBS Presidential Search
In January 2023, the Lutheran Brethren Seminary’s Executive 
Committee initiated a search for the next President of LBS by 
emailing the CLB’s Ministers of the Gospel, looking for applicants 
and recommendations. The application phase ran through February 
28, 2023, and the interview process started in March.

Please be in prayer for the Lord’s guidance and wisdom in filling 
this vitally important role for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.



www.ffmagazine.org 19

Faith & Fellowship is the official publication of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren, 1020 W. Alcott Ave., P.O. Box 655, Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0655, issued 
six times a year (January/February, March/April, May/June, July/August, September/October, November/December) by Faith and Fellowship Publishing, 1020 
W. Alcott Ave., P.O. Box 655, Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0655. Phone (218) 736-7357. The viewpoints expressed in the articles are those of the authors and 
may or may not necessarily reflect the official position of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America (CLBA). Periodicals Postage Paid at Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota 56538.

 (USPS 184-600) • (ISSN 10741712)
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Faith & Fellowship is offered to its readers at no charge. We would encourage your continued support with a donation, and if you would 
like to be on our mailing list, please contact our office. Periodicals Postage Paid at Fergus Falls, Minnesota. CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please give both old 
and new addresses and allow four weeks.

Direct all correspondence, including submission of articles, to: Faith & Fellowship, P.O. Box 655, Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0655;
Telephone, (218) 736-7357; e-mail, ffpublishing@clba.org.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Faith & Fellowship, P.O. Box 655, Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56538-0655 FF

MARCH/APRIL 2023

1 John 1:7

Walk 
in the light

The blood 
of Jesus

Fe
llo

ws
hi

p
wi

th
 o

ne
 

an
ot

he
r

Purifies us
from

 all sin

Cresci Ordained as Elder

On November 27, 2022, Tom Cresci was ordained as an elder 
at Bethany Lutheran Brethren Church in Staten Island, New 
York. Rev. Aage Larson officiated.

L to R, standing: Rev. Aage Larson, Rev. Paul Couch, Elder Jim Bossert. Kneeling: Elder 
Tom Cresci.

McClenahen Ordained
as Elder

On November 20, 2022, Ben McClenahen was ordained as 
an elder at Ebenezer Lutheran Brethren Church in Mayville, 
North Dakota. 

L to R, standing: Elders Gary Kaldo, Glenn Endrud, Aaron Berg, and Pastor Zach Matthys. 
Kneeling: Elder Ben McClenahen.

Christensen Commissioned

On February 13, 2023, Retired United States Air 
Force Chaplain, Colonel Michael Heuer officiated the 
commissioning service of Aaron Christensen. Aaron, after 14 
years as an enlisted medic, infantryman, and religious affairs 
NCO, was commissioned as a chaplain candidate to serve 
God and Country. His first assignment will be with the 134th 
Brigade Support Battalion in the Minnesota Army National 
Guard. Chaplains provide spiritual support to nurture the 
living, care for the wounded, and honor the dead.

Chaplain Candidate Aaron Christensen sworn in by the Church of the Lutheran Brethren’s 
Director of Ministry to the Armed Forces, Chaplain, Colonel Michael Heuer, USAF (Retired).

Jarvinen Honored

In February, Rev. Mark Jarvinen was honored in his retirement 
by the Eagan (Minnesota) Police Department for his twelve 
years of volunteer service as a police chaplain.

Rev. Mark Jarvinen with officers and staff of the Eagan Police Department.



www.clba.org  |  www.ffmagazine.org

by: Brent Juliot

F
F

Fo
r c

ha
ng

e 
of

 a
dd

re
ss

:
Fa

ith
 &

 F
el

lo
w

sh
ip

P.
O

. B
ox

 6
55

Fe
rg

us
 F

al
ls

, M
N

 5
65

38
-0

65
5

Pe
rio

di
ca

ls
 P

os
ta

ge
 P

ai
d 

at
Fe

rg
us

 F
al

ls
, M

in
ne

so
ta

 5
65

38

We Don’t Like Tension

hen faced with tension, we want to eliminate it 
as quickly as possible. What makes a good book 
is often the tension the author creates. It’s sort of 

delicious and troubling at the same time. How’s it going to 
end? You think you know, but you can’t quite be sure. The 
writer may have some creative twist planned, that you don’t 
see coming. Same thing with a good movie script.
 But what if the writer does not resolve the tension in the 
end? They just leave you hanging. Or maybe the tension is 
resolved, but in a very unsatisfactory way—and that makes 
you mad! You can only hope that they write a sequel and 
finally resolve the tension then.
 The Gospel of Mark ends this way (16:6, 8): “‘Don’t be 
alarmed,’ [the angel] said. ‘You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See 
the place where they laid him.’ …Trembling and bewildered, 
the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing 
to anyone, because they were afraid.”
 There’s more to this Gospel, as a longer ending was added 
sometime later. Added, I think, for the purpose of resolving 
the tension we’re left with in verse 8. But why this abrupt 
original ending that left Mark’s earliest readers with this great 
unresolved tension? Mark’s resurrection story seems to be 
missing the Good News! Jesus does not appear. The women 
hear the angel’s words, but they do not see the reality. They 
live in great tension.
 Put yourself in the shoes of these women. You witnessed the 
horrible death of the person you loved the most, then saw his 
body laid in the tomb. Now, through the angel, you receive 
special revelation from God that he is alive. Yet you flee, 
trembling, bewildered, afraid. You comprehend in your spirit 
this Word from God, but it takes longer for your brain and 
your emotions to catch up.
 Mark ends his Gospel with the women living in that void 
between knowing the truth, and finally seeing the truth, 
because this is where all of his readers live, including us today. 
You live in that void. You have heard the Word, God’s special 
revelation to you. You hear it again this Easter. But you have 
not seen Jesus. Not yet. We live in tension!
 The work of Christ on your behalf has been fully 
accomplished. As you trust in this Jesus, the Savior who 
died for your sins and rose again for your justification, it 
is all finished, even though you do not fully experience the 
Person of Christ today. This is the nature of our faith. And this 
is why the Apostle Peter wrote: “Though you have not seen 
him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, 
you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls” (1 Pet. 1:8-9).

Rev. Brent Juliot is Contributing Editor of F&F magazine and 
Pastor of Living Hope Church in Menomonie, Wisconsin.
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