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1st  CHAD   Acts 20 
Pray for safe travel as Jeremy 

and Sallee return to Chad.  Pray too 
for Timothy who managed the 
Lutheran Welcome Center while 
they were in the US. He will be 
leaving Chad to spend time with his 
family.   

2nd  N.AMERICA   Acts 21 
Pray for Michael and Delores 

Kittelson as they settle back into 
life in America. Happy Birthday to 
Michael. 

3rd  JAPAN   Acts 22 
Pray for Pastor Haruya Ito as 

he ministers at House of Hope this 
month while Dean & Linda 
Bengtson are in the U.S. Pray for 
divine appointments and chances to 
deepen relationships and effectively 
share the hope he has in Christ. 

4th  TAIWAN   Acts 23 
Mrs. Ya and her husband and 

Miss Ming's mother and brother 
were baptized last month! Join 
Ethan and Sandy Christofferson 
in celebrating God's amazing work 
in their hearts! 

5th  CHAD   Acts 24 
Pray for Libby, the family helper 

for Matt and Christina, as she 
returns tomorrow from a visit to 
Uganda over Christmas. Pray for 
safe travels back to the capital.  

6th  N. AMERICA   Acts 25 
Dean and Linda Bengtson are 

spending this month in Minnesota. 
Pray for restful times with family 
members there. Pray also for Linda 
as she sees a Christian counselor for 
help in recovering from issues with 
anxiety and burnout. 

7th  CHAD   Acts 26 
Pray for Matt and Christina as 

they prepare for a visit to a village 
this month. They need to plan a 
home site and start construction if 
they are to move in before the rainy 
season. Pray for good timing and 
decision-making about how to build 
and when to move. 

8th  CHAD   Acts 27 
From the 10th to the 22nd, LBIM 

director Dan Venberg is in Chad 
with a team from Bethel Lutheran 
Church (Fergus Falls, MN) and 
Hope LBC (Barnesville, MN). Both 
churches support one of the Chadian 
people groups. Pray for safety in 
travel and good conversations about 
what God is doing among the people 
group. 

9th  N. AMERICA   Acts 28 
Japanese Ministries at Rock of 

Ages Church, Seattle, is thankful for 
God’s provisions over many years. 
Pray for God’s continued guidance 
as to what new and different 
directions He wants the ministry to 
take in this new year of 2023.  



10th  CHAD   Psalm 70-71 
David and Sonja will host the 

church team from Minnesota (see 
1/8) next week. Pray for those in 
their village who will hear the 
gospel through the team. May they 
be drawn to know Jesus as their 
Savior. Happy Birthday to Sonja. 

11th  CHAD  Psalm 72-73 
Later this week, Nathanael and 

Carrie will receive the church team 
from Minnesota whose churches 
have adopted their local people 
group (see 1/8). Pray for times of 
mutual encouragement in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

12th  TAIWAN   Psalm 74-75  
Mrs. Su, one of Sandy 

Christofferson's neighbors, finally 
accepted Sandy's invitation to attend 
a small group. The first week she 
came by herself and then the next 
week she brought two friends. Pray 
for her salvation. 

13th  CHAD   Hosea 1 
Paul and Teresa will soon have 

two families moving 500 miles over 
rough terrain to begin missionary 
training with them in their village. 
Pray for safe travels and a good 
transition to this very different 
region and tribal culture. Happy 
Birthday to Paul.  

14th  JAPAN  Hosea 2 
Pray for Christian musician 

Migiwa as she gives a concert at 
House of Hope this weekend. Pray 
that neighbors will come and hear 
God’s Word.  Pray as well that 
Covid would not negatively impact 
the concert.   

15th  CHAD   Hosea 3-4 
Matt hopes to start Arabic 

studies this month. Pray for a 

helpful language teacher and an 
open mind for language learning. 

16th  N. AMERICA   Hosea 5 
Continue to pray for guidance 

and support for Japanese Ministries 
Interns Paul and Alexa Fraser and 
their boys as they make plans to 
begin serving in Japan in 2023. 

17th  CHAD   Hosea 6 
Nathanael writes “We thank 

God that solar audio players have 
arrived with 50 Bible stories in four 
local languages. People love to 
listen to them and I can't seem to 
keep a stock. Pray that the hearing 
of the Word would be blessed with 
faith.” 

18th  N. AMERICA   Hosea 7 
Michael and Delores Kittelson 

have been accepted to the 
Missionary Training Institute to 
attend a debriefing and re-entry 
seminar February 13 – 18. Pray for 
them as they plan their travels to 
CO! 

19th  CHAD   Hosea 8 
With civil protests in October, a 

national emergency due to flooding 
coupled with severe food shortages, 
prayers for peaceful solutions and 
stability in Chad are desired. 
Especially pray for safety in the  
neighborhood of our Welcome 
Center. 

20th  TAIWAN   Hosea 9 
Pray for Ben and Sara Hosch 

and children as they work to build 
friendships with their neighbors and 
with students at a college nearby. 
Pray that Covid would remain under 
control there. Happy 12th birthday to 
Adelaide! 



The Scripture readings are on a “read through the Bible in 3 years” schedule!  

21st  JAPAN   Hosea 10 
Pray for Pastor Zeniya as he 

helps out at House of Hope in 
Ishinomaki. Pray for him as he 
pastors his own church in Sendai as 
well. Pray for quality family time 
and times of needed rest for him. 

22nd  TAIWAN   Hosea 11 
Today is Lunar New Year's Day, 

the most important holiday in 
Taiwan. Ethan and Sandy 
Christofferson ask us to pray that 
God will bless the Christian witness 
of believers as they gather with  
their non-Christian relatives for 
their New Year’s celebrations. 

23rd  CHAD   Hosea 12 
CLB President Paul Larson and 

LBIM director Dan Venberg travel 
to a village today to visit with 
Daniel’s family and their Chadian 
partners. Pray for safety in travel 
and a good time of fellowship and 
encouragement in God’s Word. 

24th  N. AMERICA   Hosea 13 
Two dear friends of Japanese 

Ministries, Seattle, are suffering 
from cancer. Please pray for N.M. 
and K.S. to be encouraged, 
strengthened, and healed.  

25th  CHAD   Hosea 14 
Claire and Dan ask prayer for 

continued stamina with language 
learning, and that they would 
continue to deepen relationships 
they have begun to form with 
Chadian friends, with language 
partners, and within the missionary 
community. 

26th  TAIWAN Joel 1 
Pray for the members of Victory 

Hakka Fellowship and the group at 

Yo Tien Village as they readjust and 
continue the ministry after Mike 
and Delores Kittelson’s departure 
to the US. 

27th  JAPAN  Joel 2 
Pray for spiritual awakening in 

Japan and for a renewed vision for 
evangelization and disciple-making 
in the churches. Pray for God to 
raise up new church workers for his 
harvest among the Japanese people. 

28th  CHAD   Joel 3 
Dan and Claire ask prayer for 

the Lord's provision for Ashley (9 
yrs.) and Austin’s (8 yrs.) schooling 
needs for the 2023 academic year. 
Happy Birthday to Dan. 

29th  TAIWAN   Joel 4 
David and his wife Janice are 

preparing and training to join 
Daniel & Nancy from Taiwan as 
missionaries to Chad. Pray for them 
as Janice undergoes treatment for a 
mass on her kidney. 

30th  CHAD   Amos 1 
Nathanael’s nephews, Elias and 

Josiah, leave Chad today after a 
three-month visit. Nathanael and 
Carrie thank God for the 
encouragement they have been, and 
for the friends they’ve made and 
will leave behind. 

31st  TAIWAN   Amos 2 

There are four CLBC churches 
that are having a hard time finding 
pastors. Please pray that God would 
raise up new and wise leaders to 
serve in this way. 

 



MISSIONARY EDUCATION IN CHAD 
   Passion for learning is something to behold. Moreso, student excitement and 
questions after lessons in what the Bible says about God's mission is beautiful and pure 
joy to a missionary professor. Such was my joy for 2 weeks. 
   In the late 90s LBIM sent our family to the village of Gounou Gaya, in Africa, to the 
Chadian Lutheran Brethren seminary. There, over a dozen tribes sent their candidates 
for ministry preparation. The task outlined for us was two-fold: Upgrade the quality 
of theological education, and, initiate and develop mission coursework. The latter was 
in hope that our Lord would call some to partner with us as members of missionary 
teams sent to other, unreached tribes in Chad. 
   But the new coursework--for whatever reasons--did not fair well in later years after 
we left that seminary ministry in 2007. One result today, it appears to us, is a crisis of 
missionary vocation. That is, the spiritual flames of biblical understanding, the 
personal sense of call, and the desire to engage in mission, wanes. This, in turn, has an 
effect on our current ministry of practical missionary formation of Chadian families, 
most of whom are first educated at the seminary. 
   So, we thought, maybe a brief return to Gounou Gaya for an intensive course in a 
biblical theology of mission would do some good to fan the flames! Nothing like 
exposing hearts and minds to the dramatic and panoramic view of the God who is 
active in his creation, walking, talking, on the move to fulfill his plan for the earth's 
peoples. And, to top it off, he invites us to collaborate! 
   I descended 400 miles to southern Chad, at the end of rainy season and on muddy 
roads, to the seminary in the village where most of our children grew up. There were 
around 50 students and I taught for 5 hours per day, with short breaks. It was 
exhausting, but we made it, from Genesis to Revelation, and all that with a delightful 
overflow of dialogue. 

   Only God 
knows what 
fruit will 
come of it. 
But already 
in the midst 
of the course, 
one person 

announced 
their desire to 
become a 

missionary. 
Also, it was 

important that those who end up pastors (most of them) now possess a greater 
appreciation for the breathtaking vision of God's plan for the nations, and the priority 
and role of the local churches in realizing that work in their generation, in their country. 
   Pray that the love and light of Christ shine in the hearts of these students. Pray that 
some might receive the grace and vocation to partner with our own missionaries. That 
they be willing to move far off, and adapt to, and live among a people so different from 
themselves.  
For our God is an active God, on the move, among the varied and colorful ethnic 
groups, building himself an eternal, human temple in which he dwells. And he invites 
us all to collaborate! 

~ Paul Szobody 


