ESTABLISHED 1795

First Presbyterian Church

Lord’s Day, March 1, 2026
6:00 p.M.

1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC



EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p.M.

The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge!
PSALM 50:6, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Josh Fleming

+ HYMN 34 The God of Abraham Praise (Stanzas 1-3) LEONI
Please find the music on page 3 of your bulletin.

+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ CHILDREN’S HYMN 429
Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured (Stanzas 1 & 2) JESUS, MEINE ZUVERSICHT
Please find the music on page 4 of your bulletin.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
Children’s Catechism #139

Q. What does the wine represent?
A. Christ’s blood shed for our sins.

Claldren may leave for Club and Cherub Chour at this time.

+ CHILDREN’S HYMN 429
Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured (Stanzas 3 & 4) JESUS, MEINE ZUVERSICHT
Please find the music on page 4 of your bulletin.

EVENING PRAYER Elder Jimmy Stands

RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS



OFFERTORY Hope and Quietly Wait Paul J. Rudoi and Thad Fiscella

It is good that one should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. For I
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any pow’rs, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation
will be able to separate us from the love of God.
Lamentations 3:26
Romans 8:38-39
The Chamber Choir
Dr. Daniel Cole, director

+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Micah 1:1-16

(ESV Standard Bible page 776; Children’s Bible page 981)

SERMON ‘““God Takes the Stand” Dr. Neil C. Stewart
PRAYER

+ HYMN 318 Lo/ He Comes with Clouds Descending HELMSLEY

Please find the music on page 5 of your bulletin.
+ BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to him be praise_for his glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Christ eternal, the King of kings. cart No. 393170

POSTLUDE Variation on “May the Peace™ BENEDICTION

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist
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The God of Abraham Praise

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. Heb. 11:6
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1. The God of A-braham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove,
2. The God of A-braham praise, at whose su- preme com - mand
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Je - ho - vah! Great I AM! by earth and heav’n con - fessed;
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Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured

429

Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual

act of worship. Rom. 12:1
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Greek hymn JESUS, MEINE ZUVERSICHT 7.8.7.8.7.7.

Tr. by John Brownlie, 1907

Johann Cruger, 1653; arr.



Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending

Charles Wesley HELMSLEY
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Christ the____ Lord re - turns to reign.
shall the true Mes - si - see.
gaze \ on those glo - rious scars!

4. Yea, amen! let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the power and glory;
claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.



SERMON NOTES

“God Takes the Stand”
Micah 1:1-16 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

FEATURED GLOBAL WORKERS

Michael and Laura Cochran serve with World Witness in England. Michael serves as
minister of Gloucester Evangelical Presbyterian Church alongside Rev. Tim Dalton, a British
national pastor. In addition to Michael’s pastoral duties, the Cochrans host an area youth
group for several churches.



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Family Life Center is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a deacon for
a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. A quiet
room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education Building, Room 113.
There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Officer Nominations deadline for elder and deacon candidates is this Sunday, March 1.
Nomination forms are available on the church app and website at firstprescolumbia.org/officers,
or you may email nominatingcommittee@firstprescolumbia.org with your nominations. The
Church Nominating Committee is most grateful for your prayers and participation in this very
important work of our church.

Inquirers Class: Interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church or how to
become a member? Beginning this Sunday, March 1, there will be two classes with sessions
alternating between Sunday mornings at 10:00-10:45 a.m. and Wednesday evenings at 6:00—
7:30 p.m. These sessions will be held in The Bridge, room 201.

Please join the Music Ministry on Friday, March 6, for the First Friday Vocal Concert,
featuring Lindsay Greene, soprano, and Dr. Ann Wilson, pianist, who will present works of
Debussy, Dvorak, Wagner, and Weber in a solo vocal recital. Lunch will be served at 11:45 a.m.
with a concert to follow at 12:30 p.m. in Jackson Hall.
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EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p.M.

T he heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge!
PSALM 50:6, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Josh Fleming
+ HYMN 34 T7e God of Abraham Praise (Stanzas 1-3) LEONI

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above,
Ancient of everlasting days and God of love.

Jehovah! Great I AM! by earth and heav’n confessed;

I bow and bless the sacred name, forever blest.

The God of Abraham praise, at whose supreme command
From earth I rise, and seek the joys at his right hand.

I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and pow’r,

And him my only portion make, my shield and towr,

He by himself hath sworn, I on his oath depend;
I shall, on eagles’ wings upborne, to heav’n ascend,

I shall behold his face, I shall his pow’r adore,
And sing the wonders of his grace forevermore.

+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ CHILDREN’S HYMN 429 JESUS, MEINE ZUVERSICHT
Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured (Stanzas 1 & 2)

Let thy blood 1in mercy poured,
Let thy gracious body broken,
Be to me, O gracious Lord,

Of thy boundless love the token:



T hou didst give thyself for me,
Now I give myself to thee.

Thou didst die that I might live;
Blessed Lord, thou cam’st to save me;
All that love of God could give

Jesus by his sorrows gave me.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Children’s Catechism #139

(). What does the wine represent?
A. Christ’s blood shed for our sins.

Children may leave for Club and Cherub Chowr at this time.

+ CHILDREN'’S HYMN 429 JESUS, MEINE ZUVERSICHT
Let 'Thy Blood in Mercy Poured (Stanzas 3 & 4)

By the thorns that crowned thy brow,
By the spear wound and the nailing,
By the pain and death, I now

Claim, O Christ, thy love unfailing.

T hou didst give thyself for me,
Now I give myself to thee.

Wilt thou own the gift I bring?
All my penitence I give thee;
Thou art my exalted King,

Of thy matchless love forgive me.

EVENING PRAYER Elder Jimmy Stands

RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S TITHE AND
OUR OFFERINGS



OFFERTORY Hope and Quuetly Waut Paul J. Rudoi and
Thad Fiscella

It 1s good that one should both hope and quietly wait for the
salvation of the Lord. Foram convinced thatneither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any pow rs, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God.

Lamentations 3:26
Romans 8:38—39

DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Micah 1:1-16
(ESV Standard Bible page 776, Children’s Bible page 981)

'"The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth in the
days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he

saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

*Hear, you peoples, all of you;
pay attention, O earth, and all that is in it,
and let the Lord God be a witness against you,
the Lord from his holy temple.
 For behold, the Lord is coming out of his place,
and will come down and tread upon the high places of the
earth.
*And the mountains will melt under him,
and the valleys will split open,
like wax before the fire,
like waters poured down a steep place.
> All this is for the transgression of Jacob



and for the sins of the house of Israel.
What is the transgression of Jacob?
Is it not Samaria?
And what 1s the high place of Judah?
Is it not Jerusalem?
*Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the open country,
a place for planting vineyards,
and I will pour down her stones into the valley
and uncover her foundations.
"All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces,
all her wages shall be burned with fire,
and all her idols I will lay waste,
for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them,
and to the fee of a prostitute they shall return.
8 For this I will lament and wail;
I will go stripped and naked;
I will make lamentation like the jackals,
and mourning like the ostriches.
 For her wound is incurable,
and it has come to Judah;
it has reached to the gate of my people,
to Jerusalem.
9"Tell it not in Gath;
weep not at all;
in Beth-le-aphrah
roll yourselves in the dust.
"' Pass on your way,
inhabitants of Shaphir,
in nakedness and shame;
the inhabitants of Zaanan
do not come out;
the lamentation of Beth-ezel
shall take away from you its standing place.
2 For the inhabitants of Maroth
wait anxiously for good,
because disaster has come down from the Lord



to the gate of Jerusalem.

¥ Harness the steeds to the chariots,
inhabitants of Lachish;

it was the beginning of sin
to the daughter of Zion,

for 1n you were found
the transgressions of Israel.

"Therefore you shall give parting gifts
to Moresheth-gath;

the houses of Achzib shall be a deceitful thing
to the kings of Israel.

P T will again bring a conqueror to you,
inhabitants of Mareshah;

the glory of Israel
shall come to Adullam.

' Make yourselves bald and cut off your hair,
for the children of your delight;

make yourselves as bald as the eagle,
for they shall go from you into exile.

SERMON Dr. Neil C. Stewart
“God Takes the Stand”
PRAYER
+ HYMN Lo/ He Comes with Clouds Descending HELMSLEY

Lo! he comes with clouds descending,
Once for our salvation slain!
‘Thousand, thousand saints attending,
Swell the trrumph of his train.
Alleluia!

Alleluia!

Alleluia!

Christ the Lord returns to reign.



Every eye shall now behold him,
Robed in dreadful majesty;

Those who set at naught and sold him,
Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing,

Deeply wailing,

Deeply wailing,

Shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his passion
Still his dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation

To his ransomed worshipers;
With what rapture,

With what rapture,

With what rapture

Gaze we on those glorious scars.

Yea! Amen! let all adore thee
High on thine eternal throne!
Savior, take the pow’r and glory,
Claim the kingdom for thine own.
Alleluia!

Alleluial

Alleluial

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

+ BENEDICTION



+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to him be praise for hus glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Christ eternal, the Ring of kings. ccLI No. 393170

POSTLUDE lariation on “May the Peace” BENEDICTION
Mr. Thomas Russell, organist



FEATURED GLOBAL WORKERS

Michael and Laura Cochran serve with World Witness in England.
Michael serves as minister of Gloucester Evangelical Presbyterian
Church alongside Rev. Tim Dalton, a British national pastor. In addition
to Michael’s pastoral duties, the Cochrans host an area youth group for
several churches.



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Famuly Life Genter 1s equipped with a hearing assistance system.
Please ask a deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education
Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of the service 1s available
in the Education Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend
to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Officer Nominations deadline for elder and deacon candidates
1s this Sunday, March 1. Nomination forms are available on the
church app and website at firstprescolumbia.org/officers, or you
may email nominatingcommittee@firstprescolumbia.org with your
nominations. The Church Nominating Commuittee is most grateful
for your prayers and participation in this very important work of
our church.

Inquirers Class: Interested in learning more about First Presbyterian
Church or how to become a member? Beginning this Sunday, March
1, there will be two classes with sessions alternating between Sunday
mornings at 10:00—10:45 a.m. and Wednesday evenings at 6:00—7:30
p-m. These sessions will be held in The Bridge, room 201.

Please join the Music Ministry on Friday, March 6, for the First
Friday Vocal Concert, featuring Lindsay Greene, soprano, and
Dr. Ann Wilson, pianist, who will present works of Debussy, Dvorak,
Wagner, and Weber in a solo vocal recital. Lunch will be served at
11:45 a.m. with a concert to follow at 12:30 p.m. in Jackson Hall.
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