ESTABLISHED 1795

First Presbyterian Church

Lord’s Day, May 3, 2026
6:00 p.M.

1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC



EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 P.M.

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace,
who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Jion, “Your God reigns.”

ISATAH 52:7, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Jocalise Sergei Rachmaninoff
Dr. Emily Creedle, flute

CALL TO WORSHIP

+ HYMN 51 O Jehovah, Hear My Words ABERYSTWYTH
Please find the music on page 4 of your bulletin.

+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ HYMN 442 Arise, O God (Stanzas 1 & 2) RHOSYMEDRE
Please find the music on page 5 of your bulletin.

MISSIONS COMMISSIONING

The El Salvador, Peru, and Spain missions teams
will be at the front of the Sanctuary following the service
Jor those who would like to greet them.

+ HYMN 442 Arise, O God (Stanzas 3 & 4) RHOSYMEDRE
Please find the music on page 5 of your bulletin.

Chaldren may leave for Club and Cherub Choir at this time.
EVENING PRAYER Elder Mark Barrow

RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS



OFFERTORY Abude with Me Arranged by Gary Lanier

+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Micah 4:6-13

(ESV Standard Bible page 778; Children’s Bible page 983)

SERMON “God’s Strange Army” Dr. Neil C. Stewart
PRAYER

+ HYMN 45 Now Unto jfehovah, Ye Sons of the Mighty WILLOW GROVE

Please find the music on page 6 of your bulletin.
+ BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within His love.

And to Him be praise for Hus glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Chrust eternal, the King of kings. ceLINo. 393170

POSTLUDE Tariation on “Aberystwyth” Donald Busarow

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist



51

O Jehovah, Hear My Words

Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my sighing. Listen to my cry for help,
my King and my God, for to you I pray. Ps. 5:1, 2
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1.0 Je - ho- vah, hear my words, to my thoughts at - ten- tive be;
2. Thou, Je - ho- vah, art a God who de-light - est not in sin;
3. In the ful - ness of thy grace to thy house I will re - pair;
4. False and faith- less are my foes, in their mouth no truth is found;
5.0 let all that trust thy care ev - er glad and joy - ful  be;
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hear my cry, my King, my God, I will make my prayer to thee.
e - vil shall not dwell with thee, nor the proud thy fa - vor win.

e bow - ing toward thy ho - ly place, in thy fear to wor - ship there.
dead - ly are the words they speak, all theirthoughts with sin a- bound.
let them joy who love thy name, safe - ly guard-ed, Lord, by thee.
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With the morn - ing light, O Lord, thou shalt hear my voice a - rise,
E - wvil - do - ers thou dost hate, ly - ing tongues thou wilt de - feat;

e« Lead me in thy righ - teous-ness, let my foes as - sail in vain;
Bring, O God, their plans to naught, hold them guilt - y in  thy sight,
For a bless- ing from thy store to the righ- teous thou wilt yield;
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and ex - pec- tant I will bring prayer as morn- ing sac - ri - fice.
God ab- hors the man who loves vi - o - lence and base de - ceit.

e lest my feet be turned a - side, make thy way be - fore me plain.
for a - gainst thee and thy law they have set them- selves to  fight.
thou wilt com-pass him a - bout with thy fa - vor as a shield.
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Psalm 5
The Psalter, 1912

ABERYSTWYTH 7.7.7.7.D.

Joseph Parry, 1879



Arise, O God

442

The LorD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Is. 60:2
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I.A - rise, O God, and shine  in all  thy sav - ing might,
2. Bring dis - tant na - tions near to sing thy glo - rious praise;
3. Send forth thy glo- rious pow’r, that Gen- tiles all may see,
4. To God, the on - ly wise, the one im - mor - tal King,
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and pros - per each de - sign to spread thy glo - rious light:
let ev - 'ry peo - ple hear and learn thy ho - ly ways:
and earth pre - sent her store in con - verts born to thee:
let hal - le - lu - jahs rise from ev - 'ry liv - ing thing:
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let heal - ing streams of mer - cy flow, that all the earth thy
reign, might- y God, as - sert thy cause, and gov - ern by thy
God, our own God, thy church O bless, and fill the world with
let all that breathe, on ev - ’ry coast, praise Fa - ther, Son, and
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truth  may know, that all the earth  thy truth  may know.
righ - teous laws, and gov - ern by thy righ - teous laws.
righ - teous - ness, and fill the  world with righ - teous - ness.
Ho - ly Ghost, praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Wiliam Hurn, 1813; alt. RHOSYMEDRE 6.6.6.6.8.8.8.
Alt. 1961 John David Edwards, ca. 1840



45 Now unto Jehovah, Ye Sons of the Mighty

Ascribe to the LOrRD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ps. 29:1
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I. Now un - to Je - ho - vah, ye sons of the might -y, all
2. The voice of Je - ho - vah comes down on the wa -ters; In

3. The voice of Je - ho - vah is might - y, s might - y;  the
4. Each one in His tem - ple His glo - ry pro - claim-eth. He
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glo - ry and strength and do - min-ion ac - cord; as - cribe to him
thun- der the God of the glo- ry draws nigh. Lo, o - ver the
voice of Je - ho-vah in maj -es -ty  speaks: the voice of Je-
sat on the flood; he is King on his throne. Je - ho- vah all
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glo - ry, and ren-der him hon-or. In beau-ty of ho - li - ness
waves of the wide- flow-ing wa-ters Je - ho- vah as King is en-
ho - vah the ce-dars is break -ing; Je - ho- vah the ce - dars of
strength to his peo-ple im - part-eth; Je - ho- vah with peace ev - er
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wor - ship the Lord, in beau-ty of ho - li- ness wor-ship the Lord.
thron -ed on high! Je - ho-vah as King is en - thron-ed on high!
Leb - a- non breaks, Je - ho-vah the ce -dars of Leb -a - non breaks.
bless - eth his own, Je - ho-vah with peace ev - er bless -eth his own.
o
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Psalm 26:1-5, 911 WILLOW GROVE 12.11.12,11
St. 1, The Psalter, 1912 Ronald Alan Matthews, 1985

St. 2-4, Book of Psalms, 1871; alt.
Tune ¢ 1990, RAM Music Publications. Used bv permission 6



SERMON NOTES

“God’s Strange Army”
Micah 4:6-13 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

FEATURED MINISTRY

D epe

A Moment of Hope is a protestant, evangelical outreach to women seeking abortions at
the local abortion clinic, Planned Parenthood. They minister through sidewalk counseling

and mobile ultrasounds. Moms who choose life are paired with pregnancy care teams in a
local church.



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Family Life Center is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a deacon for
a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. A quiet
room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education Building, Room 113.
There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us in the Small Dining Room after the evening service on May 3 for a presentation
from one of our supported global workers in Pakistan. We encourage you to attend to
learn more about their ministry in Pakistan.

Please join the Music Ministry for the Spring Choral Concert on Tuesday, May 5, at 6:30
p-m. in Jackson Hall, with our excellent Children’s Choirs and Youth Chorus offering favorite
choral anthems.

Please join us for the next First Friday Lunch and Organ Concert on Iriday, May 8 at
Centennial ARP (1413 Laurel Street). Lunch begins at 11:45 a.m. with a concert to follow
at 12:30 p.m., featuring the FPC Organ Scholars as they present a variety of works as the
culmination of their year of study.

We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve in VBS June 8-12! If you are able to serve in
this way, please sign up on our website at firstprescolumbia.org/vbs.

We will be going to Rwanda again this year for a short-term construction mission trip.
The dates of the trip are September 17-26. If you are interested in joining the team or would like
more information about the trip, please contact Holly Edwards at hedwards@firstprescolumbia.org.

The flowers that grace our worship services today are given to the glory
of God and in memory of Muilton Wyse Schumpert by Kenneth Richey.

Short-Term Mission Teams

Spain Peru El Salvador
Libby Bowers Anna Brown Perry Fleming Steve Auld
Trevor Bowers Allie Burkhalter Joel Haley Jonnathan Castillo
Tiffany Hall Neal Burkhalter Nazia Jones Ethan Robinson
Genevieve Riddle Karlee Caudle Timothy Jones Richard Wolford
Gabrielle Wright Trey Caudle Reiley Lambert

Bruce Easterling Timothy Pitts
Simmons Easterling
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EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p.M.

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation,
who says to <ion, “Your God reigns.”

ISAIAH 52:7, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE localise Sergei Rachmaninoff
Dr. Emily Creedle, flute

CALL TO WORSHIP
+ HYMN 51 O Fehovah, Hear My Words ABERYSTWYTH

O Jehovah, hear my words,

'To my thoughts attentive be;
Hear my cry, my King, my God,
I will make my prayer to thee.
With the morning light, O Lord,
Thou shalt hear my voice arise,
And expectant I will bring
Prayer as morning sacrifice.

Thou, Jehovah, art a God
Who delightest not in sin;
Evil shall not dwell with thee,
+  Nor the proud thy favor win.
Evil-doers thou dost hate,
Lying tongues thou wilt defeat;
God abhors the man who loves
Violence and base deceit.



In the fulness of thy grace

To thy house I will repair;
Bowing toward thy holy place,
In thy fear to worship there.
Lead me in thy righteousness,
Let my foes assail in vain;

Lest my feet be turned aside,
Make thy way before me plain.

False and faithless are my foes,

In their mouth no truth 1s found;
Deadly are the words they speak,
All their thoughts with sin abound.
Bring, O God, their plans to naught,
Hold them guilty 1n thy sight,

For against thee and thy law

They have set themselves to fight.

O let all that trust thy care

Ever glad and joytul be;

Let them joy who love thy name,
Safely guarded, Lord, by thee.
For a blessing from thy store

To the righteous thou wilt yield;
Thou wilt compass him about

With thy favor as a shield.
+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ HYMN 442 Arise, O God (Stanzas 1 & 2) RHOSYMEDRE

Arise, O God, and shine

In all thy saving might,

And prosper each design

To spread thy glorious light:

Let healing streams of mercy flow,
That all the earth thy truth may know,
That all the earth thy truth may know.



Bring distant nations near

To sing thy glorious praise;

Let ev’ry people hear

And learn thy holy ways:

Reign, mighty God, assert thy cause,
And govern by thy righteous laws,
And govern by thy righteous laws.

MISSIONS COMMISSIONING

T he El Salvador, Peru, and Spain mussions teams will be
at the front of the Sanctuary following the service for those
who would like to greet them.

+ HYMN 442 Arise, O God (Stanzas 3 & 4) RHOSYMEDRE

Send forth thy glorious pow’r,

That Gentiles all may see,

And earth present her store

In converts born to thee:

God, our own God, thy church O bless,
And fill the world with righteousness,
And fill the world with righteousness.

To God, the only wise,

The one immortal King,

Let hallelujahs rise

From ev’ry living thing:

Let all that breathe, on ev’ry coast,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

EVENING PRAYER Elder Mark Barrow

RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S TITHE AND
OUR OFFERINGS



OFFERTORY Abide with Me Arranged by Gary Lanier
+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Micah 4:6-13
(ESV Standard Bible page 778, Children’s Bible page 983)

°In that day, declares the Lord,
I will assemble the lame
and gather those who have been driven away
and those whom I have afflicted;
7and the lame I will make the remnant,
and those who were cast off, a strong nation;
and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion
from this time forth and forevermore.
® And you, O tower of the flock,
hill of the daughter of Zion,
to you shall it come,
the former dominion shall come,
kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem.
? Now why do you cry aloud?
Is there no king in you?
Has your counselor perished,
that pain seized you like a woman 1n labor?
' Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion,
like a woman 1n labor,
for now you shall go out from the city
and dwell in the open country;
you shall go to Babylon.
There you shall be rescued;

++



there the Lord will redeem you
from the hand of your enemies.
' Now many nations
are assembled against you,
saying, “Let her be defiled,
and let our eyes gaze upon Zion.”
' But they do not know
the thoughts of the Lord;
they do not understand his plan,

that he has gathered them as sheaves to the threshing floor.
13 Arise and thresh,

O daughter of Zion,
for I will make your horn iron,
and I will make your hoofs bronze;
you shall beat in pieces many peoples;
and shall devote their gain to the Lord,
their wealth to the Lord of the whole earth.

SERMON Dr. Neil C. Stewart
“God’s Strange Army”’

PRAYER

HYMN 45 Now Unto Jehovah, Ye Sons of the Mighty WILLOW GROVE

Now unto Jehovah, ye sons of the mighty,
All glory and strength and dominion accord;
Ascribe to him glory, and render him honor,
In beauty of holiness worship the Lord,

In beauty of holiness worship the Lord.

The voice of Jehovah comes down on the waters;
In thunder the God of the glory draws nigh.

Lo, over the waves of the wide-flowing waters
Jehovah as King is enthroned on high!

Jehovah as King is enthroned on high!



The voice of Jehovah 1s mighty, 1s mighty;
The voice of Jehovah in majesty speaks:
The voice of Jehovah the cedars 1s breaking;
Jehovah the cedars of Lebanon breaks,
Jehovah the cedars of Lebanon breaks.

Each one, in His temple, His glory proclaimeth.
He sat on the flood; he 1s King on his throne.
Jehovah all strength to his people imparteth;
Jehovah with peace ever blesseth his own,
Jehovah with peace ever blesseth his own.

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to him be praise for his glorious regn,

Frrom the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Christ eternal, the Ring of kings. ccLINO. 393170

POSTLUDE Taration on “Aberystwyth™ Donald Busarow

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist



Short-Term Mission Teams

Spain Peru El Salvador
Libby Bowers Anna Brown Perry Fleming Steve Auld
Trevor Bowers Allie Burkhalter Joel Haley Jonnathan Castillo

Tiffany Hall Neal Burkhalter Nazia Jones Ethan Robinson
Genevieve Riddle Karlee Caudle Timothy Jones Richard Wolford
Gabrielle Wright Trey Caudle Reiley Lambert

Bruce Easterling Timothy Pitts
Simmons Easterling

FEATURED MINISTRY

D Hepe

A Moment of Hope is a protestant, evangelical outreach to women
seeking abortions at the local abortion clinic, Planned Parenthood. They
minister through sidewalk counseling and mobile ultrasounds. Moms
who choose life are paired with pregnancy care teams in a local church.



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Famuly Life Genter 1s equipped with a hearing assistance system.
Please ask a deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education
Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of the service 1s available
in the Education Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend
to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us in the Small Dining Room after the evening service on
May 3 for a presentation from one of our supported global
workers in Pakistan. We encourage you to attend to learn more
about their ministry in Pakistan.

Please join the Music Ministry for the Spring Choral Concert on
Tuesday, May 5, at 6:30 p.m. in Jackson Hall, with our excellent
Children’s Choirs and Youth Chorus offering favorite choral anthems.

Please join us for the next First Friday Lunch and Organ Concert
on Friday, May 8 at Centennial ARP (1413 Laurel Street). Lunch
begins at 11:45 a.m. with a concert to follow at 12:30 p.m., featuring
the FPC Organ Scholars as they present a variety of works as the
culmination of their year of study.

We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve in VBS June 8—12!
If you are able to serve in this way, please sign up on our website at
firstprescolumbia.org/vbs.

We will be going to Rwanda again this year for a short-term
construction mission trip. The dates of the trip are September
17-26. If you are interested in joining the team or would like
more 1nformation about the trip, please contact Holly Edwards at

hedwards@firstprescolumbia.org.

T he flowers that grace our worship services today are gien to the glory

of God and in memory of Multon Wyse Schumpert by Kenneth Richey.
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