ESTABLISHED 1795

First Presbyterian Church

Lord’s Day, September 6, 2026
6:00 p.M.

1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC



EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p.M.

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready.

REVELATION 19:7, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

SOLI DEO GLORIA Partita in A minor, BWV 1013

I. Allemande
ITI. Sarabande
IV. Bourrée anglaise

Elizabeth Runion, flute
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

+ HYMN 38 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Please find the music on page 4 of your bulletin.

+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ CATECHISM HYMN 105 O God, We Praise Thee (Stanzas 1-3)
Please find the music on page 5 of your bulletin.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
Children’s Catechism #8

Q. Name these three Persons.
A. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Children may leave for Club and Cherub Chour at this time.

+ CATECHISM HYMN 105 O God, We Praise Thee (Stanzas 4—6)
Please find the music on page 5 of your bulletin.

J.'S. Bach (1685-1750)

Mr. Carter Moorer

JOANNA

DUNDEE

DUNDEE



EVENING PRAYER Elder Robby Woodard
RECEIVING OF THE LORD'S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Arranged by Ruth Coleman

+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 45

(ESV Standard Bible page 471; Children’s Bible page 604)

SERMON ““The Sword and the Wedding Ring” Dr. Neil C. Stewart
PRAYER

+ HYMN 169 My Heart Does Overflow LEOMINSTER

Please find the music on pages 6 & 7 of your bulletin.
+ BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,
And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within His love.

And to Him be praise for His glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Chrust eternal, the Ring of kings. caLINo. 393170

POSTLUDE Jaration on “St. Denio” George Thalben-Ball

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist



38 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Tim. 1:17
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I. Im - mor - tal, in - wvis - i - ble, God on wise,
2. Un - rest - ing, wun - hast - ing and si - lent as light,
3. Great Fa - ther of glo - ry, pure Fa - ther of light,
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, thou rul - est in might;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like moun - tains  high soar - ing a - bove
all praise we  would ren - der; O help us to see
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al - might - vy, to - rious, thy great name we praise.
thy clouds which are foun - tains of good - ness and love.
tis on - ly the splen - dor of light hid - eth thee!
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Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867 JOANNA (or ST. DENIO) 11.11.11.11.

Traditional Welsh hymn melody



O God, We Praise Thee

105

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty, the whole earth is full of his glory. Is. 6:3

T
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5. The holy church throughout the world,

O Lord, confesses thee,
that thou Eternal Father art,
of boundless majesty;

Te Deum, ca. 4th cent.
Tr. in Tate and Brady’'s Supplement to the New Version, 1708
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1. O God, we praise thee; and con - fess that thou the on - ly Lord
2. To thee all an- gels cry a -loud; to thee the pow’rs on  high,
3.0 ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, whom heav’'n-ly hosts o - bey,
4. Th’a - pos - tles’ glo-rious com-pa - ny and proph-ets crowned with light,
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and ev - er - last- ing Fa - ther art, by all the earth a - dored
both cher - u - bim and ser - a -phim, con - tin - ual - ly do cry.
the world is with the glo - ry filled of thy maj - es - tic ray.
with all the mar- tyrs no - ble host, thy con - stant praise re - cite.
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6. Thine honored, true, and only Son;
and Holy Ghost, the Spring
of never-ceasing joy: O Christ,
of glory thou art King.

DUNDEE C.M.
Scottish Psalter. 1615



169 My Heart Does Overflow

My heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my verses for the king. Ps. 45:1
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/. My  heart does o - ver - flow, a good - ly theme is mine;
2. Now gird you with your sword, O strong and might - y One,
3. Your strength shall o - ver - come all those that hate the King,
4. Since you were sin - less found, the Lord, by you con - fessed,
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my ea - ger tongue with  joy - ful song does praise the King di - vine.
in splen-did maj - es - 'ty ar - rayed, more  glo - rious than the sun.
and un - der your do - min- ion strong the na - tions you shall bring.
a - anoint-ed you with per - fect joy— you are su-preme -ly blessed.
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Su - preme - ly fair you are, your lips with grace o’er - flow;
Tri - um - phant-ly ride forth for meek - ness, truth, and right;
Your roy - al throne, O God, for - ev - er- more shall stand;
Your gar - ments breathe of myrrh  and spic - es sweet and rare;
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his  rich - est bless-ings ev - er- more does God on you be - stow.
your arm shall gain the vic - to - 1y in won - drous deeds of might.
e - ter - nal truth and jus - tice wield the scep - ter in your hand.
glad strains of heav’n-ly mu - sic ring through- out  your pal - ace fair.
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5. Amid your glorious train kings’ daughters waiting stand,

From Psalm 45:1-10
The Psalter, 1912
Alt. 1990, mod.

and fairest gems bedeck your bride, the queen at your right hand.
O royal bride, give heed, and to my words attend;
for Christ, the King, forsake the world and ev’ry former friend.

LEOMINSTER S.M.D.
George William Martin, 1862
Arr. by Arthur S. Sullivan, 1874



SERMON NOTES

“The Sword and the Wedding Ring”
Psalm 45 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart
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FEATURED MINISTRY

MIDLANDS

Midlands Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) seeks to impact the lives of coaches and
athletes throughout their 15-county area. They serve colleges, high schools, and middle schools
across central South Carolina. Their mission is to lead every coach and athlete into a growing
relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church.
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WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Family Life Center is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a deacon for
a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. A quiet
room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education Building, Room 113.
There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This evening, our musicians will begin presenting extended musical offerings prior to the start
of our evening worship service. These offerings will begin at 5:50 p.m. on the first Sunday of
each month. Our first featured musician will be Lizzie Runion, a flute performance major at
the USC School of Music and an active member of our college ministry. Please be sure to
arrive early to hear this gifted young musician.

Please join us on Thursday, October 8, for Beholding Christ: An Evening for Women in
the Word with Nancy Guthrie. Over the course of ninety minutes of teaching interspersed
with corporate singing, Bible teacher Nancy Guthrie will show how the whole of the Bible’s
story drives toward the day when we will see Christ face-to-face, and how we can behold Him
now “as through a mirror dimly” (1 Corinthians 13:12) as we gaze upon His beauty day by day
in His Word. Registration and more information can be found on the church app or online at
firstprescolumbia.org/women.

Registration is now open for The Foundry, a one-on-one discipleship program for both men
and women. Registration and more information can be found on the church app and website
at firstprescolumbia.org/foundry.

For information on upcoming events, please visit firstprescolumbia.org/calendar.

The flowers that grace our worship services today are gien to the glory of God and
in celebration of therr 60th wedding anniversary by Kristina and David Massey.
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EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p. M.

Let us rejorce and exult and give hum the glory, for the marrage
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself read).

REVELATION 19:7, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

SOLI DEO GLORIA Partita in A minor, BWV 1013 J. S. Bach

I. Allemande (1685-1750)
ITI. Sarabande

I'V. Bourrée anglaise

Elizabeth Runion, flute
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Carter Moorer
+ HYMN 38 Inmortal, Invisible, God Only Wise JOANNA

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting and silent as light,

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; O help us to see
"T'1s only the splendor of light hideth thee!



+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ CATECHISM HYMN 105
O God, We Praise ‘I hee (Stanzas 1-3) DUNDEE

O God, we praise thee; and confess
That thou the only Lord

And everlasting Father art,
By all the earth adored.

To thee all angels cry aloud;
To thee the pow’rs on high,
Both cherubim and seraphim,
Continually do cry.

O holy, holy, holy Lord,

Whom heav’nly hosts obey,

‘The world 1s with the glory filled

Of thy majestic ray.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Children’s Catechism #8

(. Name these three Persons.

A. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirtit.
Children may leave for Club and Cherub Chowr at this time.

+ CATECHISM HYMN 105
O God, We Praise ‘I hee (Stanzas 4—6) DUNDEE

Th’apostles’ glorious company
And prophets crowned with light,
With all the martyrs’ noble host,
Thy constant praise recite.



The holy church throughout the world,
O Lord, confesses thee,

That thou Eternal Father art,

Of boundless majesty;

Thine honored, true, and only Son;
And Holy Ghost, the Spring

Of never-ceasing joy: O Christ,

Of ¢glory thou art King.

EVENING PRAYER Elder Robby Woodard

RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S TITHE
AND OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Prase to the Lord, the Almighty ~ Arr. Ruth Coleman
DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 45
(ESV Standard Bible page 471, Children’s Bible page 604)

"My heart overflows with a pleasing theme;
I address my verses to the king;
my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.

* You are the most handsome of the sons of men;
grace 1s poured upon your lips;
therefore God has blessed you forever.

? Gird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one,
in your splendor and majesty!



' In your majesty ride out victoriously
for the cause of truth and meekness and righteousness;
let your right hand teach you awesome deeds!
° Your arrows are sharp
in the heart of the king’s enemies;
the peoples fall under you.
® Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.
The scepter of your kingdom 1s a scepter of uprightness;
you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions;
your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia.
From 1vory palaces stringed instruments make you glad;
?daughters of kings are among your ladies of honor;
at your right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir.
' Hear, O daughter, and consider, and incline your ear:
forget your people and your father’s house,
and the king will desire your beauty.
Since he is your lord, bow to him.
'2° The people of Tyre will seek your favor with gifts,
the richest of the people.
B All gloriousisthe princessin her chamber, with robesinterwoven
with gold.
" In many-colored robes she is led to the king,
with her virgin companions following behind her.
1 With joy and gladness they are led along
as they enter the palace of the king.
' In place of your fathers shall be your sons;
you will make them princes in all the earth.
7T will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
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SERMON Dr. Neil C. Stewart
““The Sword and the Wedding Ring”

+ PRAYER

+ HYMN 169 My Heart Does Overflow LEOMINSTER

My heart does overflow,

A goodly theme is mine;

My eager tongue with joyful song
Does praise the King divine.
Supremely fair you are,

Your lips with grace o’erflow;

His richest blessings evermore
Does God on you bestow.

Now gird thee with your sword,
O strong and mighty One,

In splendid majesty arrayed,
More glorious than the sun.
Triumphantly ride forth

For meekness, truth, and right;
Your arm shall gain the victory
In wondrous deeds of might.

Your strength shall overcome

All those that hate the King,
And under your dominion strong
The nations you shall bring.
Your royal throne, O God,
Forevermore shall stand;

Eternal truth and justice wield
The scepter in your hand.



Since you were sinless found,

The Lord, by you confessed,
Anointed you with perfect joy—
You are supremely blessed.

Your garments breathe of myrrh
And spices sweet and rare;

Glad strains of heav’'nly music ring
‘Throughout your palace fair.

Amid your glorious train

Kings’ daughters waiting stand,

And fairest gems bedeck your bride,
The queen at your right hand.

O royal bride, give heed,

And to my words attend;

For Christ, the King, forsake the world
And ev’ry former friend.

+ BENEDICTION
+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,
And the grace of Christ the risen Son,
And the ?ellowshlp of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.
And to him be praise for hus glorious reign,

Frrom the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Chrust eternal, the Ring of kings.

CCLI NO. 393170

POSTLUDE lariation on “St. Denio” George Thalben-Ball

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist



FEATURED MINISTRY

MIDLANDS

Midlands Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) seeks to impact
the lives of coaches and athletes throughout their 15-county area. They
serve colleges, high schools, and middle schools across central South

Carolina. Their mission 1s to lead every coach and athlete into a growing
relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church.



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Family Life Genter 1s equipped with a hearing assistance system.
Please ask a deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education
Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of the service 1s available
in the Education Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend
to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This evening, our musicians will begin presenting extended musical
offeringspriorto the start of our eveningworship service. These offerings
will begin at 5:50 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month. Our first
featured musician will be Lizzie Runion, a flute performance major at
the USC School of Music and an active member of our college ministry.
Please be sure to arrive early to hear this gifted young musician.

Please join us on Thursday, October 8, for Beholding Christ: An
Evening for Women in the Word with Nancy Guthrie. Over
the course of ninety minutes of teaching interspersed with corporate
singing, Bible teacher Nancy Guthrie will show how the whole of the
Bible’s story drives toward the day when we will see Christ face-to-
face, and how we can behold Him now “as through a mirror dimly”
(I Corinthians 13:12) as we gaze upon His beauty day by day in His
Word. Registration and more information can be found on the church
app or online at firstprescolumbia.org/women.

Registration 1s now open for The Foundry, a one-on-one discipleship
program for both men and women. Registration and more information
can be found on the church app and website at firstprescolumbia.
org/foundry.

For more information on upcoming events, please visit firstprescolumbia.org/calendar.

1 he flowers that grace our worship services today are given to the glory of God and
in celebration of thewr 60th wedding annwersary by Kristina and David Massey.
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