
DI VI NE  WOR S H I P
8:00 a.m., 9:40 a.m., and 11:15 a.m.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

ROMANS 12:1, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE  Holy, Holy, Holy!

The Brass Ensemble 
Jason Ortiz, Bruce Easterling, trumpets; Holly Beeson, French horn 
Ashley Fleshman, trombone; Roger Keane tuba/director; Matthew 

Jones, timpani

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT  Psalm 84

How lovely, Lord of hosts to me 
The tabernacles of Your grace! 
O how I long, yes, faint to see 
The Lord’s own courts,  
His dwelling place! 
My heart and flesh with joy draw nigh; 
As to the living God I cry.

The sparrow has her place of rest;  
The swallow through Your kindly care 
Has found where she may build her nest 
And brood her young in safety there. 
Your altars as my rest I sing, 
O Lord of hosts, my God, my King.

Bless’d they who in Your house abide; 
To You they ever render praise.   
Bless’d they who in Your strength confide, 
And in whose heart are pilgrims’ ways. 
They make the vale of tears a spring, 
With show’rs of blessing covering. 

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN 81  O Love of God, How Strong and True

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, 
and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:15 a.m.

Carter James Barry, son of Elizabeth and Luke Barry 
Lina Diane Bauknight, daughter of Emma and Connor Bauknight 

Ashley Blythe Smith, daughter of Cortney and Richard Smith 
Hollis Marie Walker, daughter of Steely and Joseph Walker

BAPTISMAL HYMN 11:15 a.m.  Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer

Our children, Lord, in faith and pray’r, we now devote to Thee;  
Let them Thy cov’nant mercies share, and Thy salvation see.  

In early days their hearts secure from worldly snares, we pray;  
O let them to the end endure in every righteous way. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord our Maker, no creature is hidden from Your sight. Have mercy on 
us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. All we like sheep have gone 
astray. We have heard Your voice and hardened our hearts; we have served 
the creature rather than the Creator. Nothing good dwells in our flesh. 
Take away our heart of stone and give us a heart of flesh. Wash us whiter 
than snow. Then we will present ourselves to You as those brought from 
death to life, and our members as instruments for righteousness. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of 
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do 
not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.”

HYMN 98  Now Thank We All Our God

PRESENTATION OF THE LORD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY  O God, Beyond All Praising

O God, beyond all praising, we worship you today 
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
For we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, 
At blessings without number and mercies without end: 
We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.  
The flow’r of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 
Its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord Most High; 
But hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown— 
Though small in mortal stature to heaven’s garden grown: 
For Christ the man from heaven from death has set us free, 
And we through Him are given the final victory. 

Congregation, please stand and sing the final stanza with the choir.  
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
That we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 
And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON

SERMON   “Fresh Voice, Forever Song”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 355  We Are God’s People (Stanzas 1–3)

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  From Psalm 139 
Search me, O God, search me and know my heart. 
Try me, O God, my mind and spirit try. 
Keep me from any path that gives Thee pain. 
And lead me in the everlasting way.

POSTLUDE  Comes Autumn Time

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist

nicaea
Arranged by Jeff Anderson

Dr. Josh Squires (8:00 a.m.)
Rev. David Henderson (9:40 a.m.)

Dr. David Lauten (11:15 a.m.)

stella

jerusalem
Final stanza arranged by Michael McCarthy

Rev. Sean Henderson (8:00 a.m.)
Rev. Bryan Bult (11:15 a.m.)

lady street

armenia

(1 Peter 2:24–25, ESV)

(Exodus 3:4–5, ESV)
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+

+

+

+

+

+

nun danket
Arranged by John Ferguson

thaxted
Arranged by Richard Proulx

old hundredth

Psalm 95
(Pew Bible page 499; Children’s Bible page 639)

Dr. Neil C. Stewart

symphony

highland cathedral

Leo Sowerby

+

+



JOIN US AT 6:00 P.M. FOR EVENING WORSHIP

“Against You, and You Only”
Psalm 51 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

SE R MON  NOT E S
“Fresh Voice, Forever Song”

Psalm 95 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart

WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a 
deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. 
A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education 
Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join us on Friday, November 6, for our first First Friday in the 
Sanctuary! Fill your lunch hour with good food and music as Thomas Russell, 
harpsichord, Julie Anne Russell, violin, and Campbell Cathcart, cello, present 
a 30-minute concert of  solo and chamber harpsichord music in the Sanctuary 
at 12:30 p.m. with lunch served beforehand at 11:45 a.m. in Jackson Hall.

A Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, November 
15, 2026, immediately following each of  the morning worship services, 
for three purposes. The first purpose is to elect church officers. The 
members of  the Church Nominating Committee have completed their 
work, and each nominee has agreed to serve. Nominees for ruling elder 
will serve a four-year term, and nominees for deacon will serve a three-
year term, with terms beginning January 1, 2027. In conformity with 
the recently revised ARP Form of  Government, additional nominations 
may not be made from the floor. The second purpose is to adopt the 
2027 Operating Budget as approved by the Diaconate and Session. 
The third purpose is to elect members to the Associate Minister of  
College Search Committee to consider Nate Cesky. The following 
individuals are nominated to serve on the Associate Minister of  College 
Search Committee: Matt Bogan (Chair–Elder), Dan Cannon (Elder), Will 
McMaster (Elder), Nancy Windley (Women of  the Church), Jonathan 
Kunze (Deacon), and David Henderson (ex officio).

PASTORAL STAFF
Dr. Neil C. Stewart, Senior Minister

Rev. Bryan Bult, Associate Minister to Seniors
Rev. David Henderson, Associate Minister of Discipleship

Rev. Sean Henderson, Associate Minister of Missions
Dr. David Lauten, Senior Associate Minister of Congregational Care

Dr. Josh Squires, Associate Minister of Counseling

Office (803) 799-9062 | firstprescolumbia.org | info@firstprescolumbia.org 1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC
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Lord’s Day, November 1, 2026
8:00 a .m . , 9:40 a .m . , & 11:15 a .m .

A Service of Consecration

The flowers in our Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in celebration 
of the consecration of our renovated Sanctuary to His worship and service.



LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2026
8:00, 9:40, and 11:15 a.m.
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DI VI NE  WOR SH I P
8:00, 9:40, and 11:15 a.m.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

ROMANS 12:1, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

PRELUDE  Holy, Holy, Holy!

The Brass Ensemble 
Jason Ortiz, Bruce Easterling, trumpets; Holly Beeson, French 
horn Ashley Fleshman, trombone; Roger Keane tuba/director; 

Matthew Jones, timpani

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dr. Josh Squires (8:00 a.m.)
Rev. David Henderson (9:40 a.m.)
Dr. David Lauten (11:15 a.m.)

INTROIT  Psalm 84
How lovely, Lord of hosts to me 
The tabernacles of Your grace! 
O how I long, yes, faint to see 
The Lord’s own courts,  
His dwelling place! 
My heart and flesh with joy draw nigh; 
As to the living God I cry.
The sparrow has her place of rest;  
The swallow through Your kindly care 
Has found where she may build her nest 
And brood her young in safety there. 
Your altars as my rest I sing, 
O Lord of hosts, my God, my King.

 nicaea
Arranged by Jeff Anderson

stella



Bless’d they who in Your house abide; 
To You they ever render praise.   
Bless’d they who in Your strength confide, 
And in whose heart are pilgrims’ ways. 
They make the vale of tears a spring, 
With show’rs of blessing covering. 

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN 81  O Love of God, How Strong and True

O love of God, how strong and true!
Eternal and yet ever new,
Uncomprehended and unbought,
Beyond all knowledge and all thought!
O love of God, how deep and great,
Far deeper than man’s deepest hate;
Self-fed, self-kindled like the light,
Changeless, eternal, infinite.
O heav’nly love, how precious still,
In days of weariness and ill,
In nights of pain and helplessness,
To heal, to comfort, and to bless!
O wide-embracing, wondrous love!
We read you in the sky above,
We read you in the earth below,
In seas that swell, and streams that flow.
We read you best in him who came
To bear for us the cross of shame;
Sent by the Father from on high,
Our life to live, our death to die.
We read your pow’r to bless and save,
E’en in the darkness of the grave;
Still more in resurrection light
We read the fulness of your might.

jerusalem
Final stanza arr. Michael McCarthy
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O love of God, our shield and stay
Through all the perils of our way!
Eternal love, in you we rest,
Forever safe, forever blest.
We will exalt you, God and King,
And we will ever praise your name;
We will extol you ev’ry day,
And evermore your praise proclaim.

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 
Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to the Holy Spirit, 
Binding all the church as one! 
As it was in the beginning 
As is now and e’er shall be, 
World without end! Amen.

Rev. Sean Henderson (8:00 a.m.)
Rev. Bryan Bult (11:15 a.m.)

lady street



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:15 A.M.

Carter James Barry, son of Elizabeth and Luke Barry 
Lina Diane Bauknight, daughter of Emma and Connor Bauknight 
Ashley Blythe Smith, daughter of Cortney and Richard Smith 
Hollis Marie Walker, daughter of Steely and Joseph Walker

BAPTISMAL HYMN 11:15 A.M.

Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer
Our children, Lord, in faith and pray’r, we now devote to Thee;  
Let them Thy cov’nant mercies share, and Thy salvation see.  
In early days their hearts secure from worldly snares, we pray;  
O let them to the end endure in every righteous way. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Lord our Maker, no creature is hidden from Your sight. Have 
mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. All we like 
sheep have gone astray. We have heard Your voice and hardened 
our hearts; we have served the creature rather than the Creator. 
Nothing good dwells in our flesh. Take away our heart of stone 
and give us a heart of flesh. Wash us whiter than snow. Then 
we will present ourselves to You as those brought from death to 
life, and our members as instruments for righteousness. Amen.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

armenia

(1 Peter 2:24–25, ESV)



+

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to 
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your 
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”

HYMN 98  Now Thank We All Our God

Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms,
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever-joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in his grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns
With them in highest heaven–
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.

PRESENTATION OF THE LORD’S TITHES AND 
OUR OFFERINGS

(Exodus 3:4–5, ESV)

nun danket
Arranged by John Ferguson
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OFFERTORY  O God, Beyond All Praising

O God, beyond all praising, we worship you today 
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
For we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, 
At blessings without number and mercies without end: 
We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.  
The flow’r of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 
Its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord Most High; 
But hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown— 
Though small in mortal stature to heaven’s garden grown: 
For Christ the man from heaven from death has set us free, 
And we through Him are given the final victory. 

Congregation, please stand and sing the final stanza with the choir. 
 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
That we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 
And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During the 11:15 a.m. service, K4 and K5 children may leave for Children’s Church.
Parents should come for them in the Education Building, Room 107.) 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

thaxted
Arranged by Richard Proulx

old hundredth



SCRIPTURE LESSON
1 Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3  For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
4  In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
5  The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
6  Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7  For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
Today, if you hear his voice,
8  do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9  when your fathers put me to the test
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.
10  For forty years I loathed that generation
and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart,
and they have not known my ways.”
11  Therefore I swore in my wrath,
“They shall not enter my rest.”

SERMON  “Fresh Voice, Forever Song”

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

Psalm 95
(Pew Bible page 499; Children’s Bible page 639)

Dr. Neil C. Stewart
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HYMN 355  We Are God’s People (Stanzas 1–3)
We are God’s people, the chosen of the Lord,
Born of his Spirit, established by his Word;
Our cornerstone is Christ alone,
And strong in Him we stand:
O let us live transparently,
And walk heart to heart and hand in hand.
We are God’s loved ones, the Bride of Christ our Lord,
For we have known it, the love of God outpoured;
Now let us learn how to return
The gift of love once giv’n:
O let us share each joy and care,
And live with a zeal that pleases heav’n.
We are the Body of which the Lord is Head,
Called to obey him, now risen from the dead;
He wills us be a family,
Diverse yet truly one:
O let us give our gifts to God,
And so shall his work on earth be done.

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
From Psalm 139 
Search me, O God, search me and know my heart. 
Try me, O God, my mind and spirit try. 
Keep me from any path that gives Thee pain. 
And lead me in the everlasting way.

POSTLUDE  Comes Autumn Time
Mr. Thomas Russell, organist

symphony

highland cathedral

Leo Sowerby



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.
The Family Life Center is equipped with a hearing assistance system. 
Please ask a deacon for a receiver.
Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education 
Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of the service is available 
in the Education Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend 
to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join us on Friday, November 6, for our first First Friday in the 
Sanctuary! Fill your lunch hour with good food and music as Thomas Russell, 
harpsichord, Julie Anne Russell, violin, and Campbell Cathcart, cello, present 
a 30-minute concert of solo and chamber harpsichord music in the Sanctuary 
at 12:30 p.m. with lunch served beforehand at 11:45 a.m. in Jackson Hall.

A Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, November 15, 
2026, immediately following each of the morning worship services, for three 
purposes. The first purpose is to elect church officers. The members 
of the Church Nominating Committee have completed their work, and each 
nominee has agreed to serve. Nominees for ruling elder will serve a four-
year term, and nominees for deacon will serve a three-year term, with terms 
beginning January 1, 2027. In conformity with the recently revised ARP 
Form of Government, additional nominations may not be made from the 
floor. The second purpose is to adopt the 2027 Operating Budget as 
approved by the Diaconate and Session. The third purpose is to elect 
members to the Associate Minister of College Search Committee to 
consider Nate Cesky. The following individuals are nominated to serve on 
the Associate Minister of College Search Committee: Matt Bogan (Chair–
Elder), Dan Cannon (Elder), Will McMaster (Elder), Nancy Windley (Women 
of the Church), Jonathan Kunze (Deacon), and David Henderson (ex officio).

For more information on upcoming events, please visit firstprescolumbia.org/calendar.

The flowers in our Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
the consecration of our renovated Sanctuary to His worship and service.
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