
Monday, August 15, 2022

1 Timothy 2:8-15 Instructions to Men and Women in 
Ephesus 
Notes:
• Basic principles for interpreting difficult texts

• Do not privilege one text over and against others. Respect the whole canon.
• Allow clear passages to interpret unclear ones (it is disputed if this qualifies as a 

clear text).
• Allow the gospel to serve as an undergirding assumption, what might be the 

redemptive threads in this text?
• What is agreed upon

• Men are encouraged to pray and not fight. Women are encouraged to learn and to 
put on beautiful character and not seek worldly beauty.

• There is some kind of problem with the kind of teaching women were doing in 
Ephesus.

• Verse 15 is an attempt to provide hope in light of vv. 13-14
• Quietness is not to be taken literally  (cf. 2 Th. 3:12). It does not mean women are 

not supposed to teach at all. The only imperative is Paul’s command to let women 
learn (v. 11) but they should do so with a quiet or humble demeanor.

• The key question is why something is being prohibited.
• What is not agreed upon

• Compare ESV and NIV: the meaning of authority and teaching in v.12. The word for 
authority here is rare, and not the same as 2:2 (1 Pet. 2:13; ὑπεροχῇ,) or other more 
common words Paul uses for authority (e.g. Mt. 7:29; 1 Cor. 11:10; εξουσια). This 
also hinges on the complex greek grammatical construction of v. 12 as a single 
activity, authoritative teaching, or two separate ones, not to teach or have 
domineering authority.

• Whether this was a particular instruction for the circumstances in Ephesus since in 
other contexts Paul had women involved in his ministry (e.g. Rom. 16). Or a 
teaching for all time in all places since it has allusions to Genesis 3.

• Is this a timeless instruction where verses 13-15 reason for a restriction rooted in the 
created order? Or is it addressing a particular problem in Ephesus that counters a 
false teaching? It may seem the former is clear but what sense does it make to say 
Adam was not deceived or that women are more susceptible to false teaching (cf. 
Rom. 5:12-14).

• v.15 have four basic options in the history of interpreting these verses: 1) women will 
be “saved” means childrearing will be sanctifying or women will be saved in a 
spiritual sense. 2) Christian women will actually be saved from death in childbirth. 3) 
a reference to the Christ coming through Mary as sign of women’s role in 
redemption (“women” in the first clause is singular). 4) a sign of godliness among 
women is homemaking.
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Questions 
1. Remember this letter was written by Paul to Timothy to correct some false teaching 

in the church. What else is said in this letter that may be relevant for understanding 
this difficult passage? How would you go about answering this question?


2. What preunderstandings do you bring to this passage? What have you been taught 
before or what bias may you have about its meaning or against its meaning?


3. What are some key words that are important for further investigation? What might 
be some other important questions to ask in order to listen carefully to what the 
passage means and does not mean?


4. The men are instructed to lift up hands in prayer, not in anger or in disputes. Read 
James 4:1-3, how do we pray in a way that resolves our disputes and does not 
inflame them or alienate us from God’s ways?


5. Women are to adorn themselves with good deeds and avoid the entrapment of 
appearance. How do we guard ourselves against the entrapment of appearances 
and pursue good deeds?


6. While Paul speaks of Eve being deceived here, he attributes the fall of humanity into 
sin to Adam (cf. Rom. 5:12ff). What is something you once believed about God that 
scripture has corrected?


7. What role does faith, love, and holiness play in our salvation?
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