
Sunday, September 4, 2022

1 Timothy 3:1-7 The Role of Elder 
1 Timothy 3:1–7 (NIV)
1 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 
2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family 
well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full 
respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take 
care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited 
and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation 
with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.

Notes:
• The word for overseer is episkopos, which would later be associated with the role of 

bishop. It has the basic since of guardian and in this case that would be a guardian of 
the apostolic teaching. The term elder comes from the word presbyteros, which is 
where we get the word presbytery. These terms essentially synonymous though elder 
was associated with Jewish synagogues being governed by older wise men (cf. 1 Pet. 
5:1-4; Acts 20:28-31).

• “able to teach” is one of the few differences listed between elders and deacons. In the 
Pastoral Epistles Paul uses words for teaching in a narrow sense, of handing down 
apostolic doctrine, i.e. the gospel.

• Feel free to reach out to any elder for more information about how our church is 
governed by the elder board.

Questions 
1. The requirements for elder here primarily focus on character. Why?

2. Why would it be a mistake to assume the only qualities necessary are character? 

Why evidence is there for other requirements in this text or in other texts about 
elders (cf. 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Acts. 20:28-31; Tit. 1:9)?


3. Why are these qualities consistent with faith in Christ? To put it another way, how 
would a failure to live up to these standards undermine gospel ministry and 
leadership of a church?


4. Choose any one or a few qualities listed in these verses. How has the Lord worked 
in your own life to help you see the importance of those qualities in your Christian 
life?


5. What are some areas you feel deficient or could use prayer and counsel about how 
to grow in the grace of God so that those those qualities are better demonstrated in 
your own life? 
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