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1 Timothy 3:8-13 The Role of Deacon 
1 Timothy 3:8–13 (NIV)
8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much 
wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the 
faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing 
against them, let them serve as deacons. 11 In the same way, the women are to be 
worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 12 A 
deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household 
well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in 
their faith in Christ Jesus.

Notes:
• The word for deacon is diakonos and has the basic sense of helping or serving.
• In our church, deacons assist with practical needs in the church.

Questions 
1. What is similar and what is different about the requirements for elders versus 

deacons?

2. Why are these qualities consistent with faith in Christ? How would a failure to 

demonstrate them inhibit ministry?

3. Why is there a distinction between someone serving in a basic Christian capacity 

and someone serving in a special role like deacon? Is it a matter of maturity, gifting, 
need, or a combination?


4. Choose any one or a few qualities listed in these verses. How has the Lord worked 
in your own life to help you see the importance of those qualities in your Christian 
life?


5. What are some areas you feel deficient or could use prayer and counsel about how 
to grow in the grace of God so that those those qualities are better demonstrated in 
your own life? 

1


