
Sunday, September 18, 2022

1 Timothy 3:14-16 The Source of Godliness 
1 Timothy 3:14–16 (NIV)

14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 
15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s 
household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
16 Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: 

He appeared in the flesh, 
was vindicated by the Spirit, 

was seen by angels, 
was preached among the nations, 

was believed on in the world, 
was taken up in glory.

Notes:
• Paul continues the analogy of the church to a household and adds a double metaphor 

of the church as the pillar and foundation of the truth. Meaning, the church is the 
means by which God ensures the gospel is guarded and passed on to the next 
generation.

• Mystery in the Bible is about something in God’s plan, previously hidden but has now 
been revealed.

• While the details may be opaque, it is clear verse 16 contains a short hymn about 
Christ and therefore the gospel. The “mystery” Paul speaks of is the good news about 
Jesus, previously a secret in God’s plans but now made known through his life, death, 
and resurrection.

• Verse 16 seems to be a short hymn about Jesus as the one who bridges the heavenly 
and earthly realms through a combination of three pairs: flesh and spirit, angels and 
nations, world and glory.

Questions 
1. How is the church similar to a household and how is it different?

2. What does this text say about the purpose of the church (v.15)?

3. Share a personal reflection about how God uses the church to help you or others 

grow in the their relationships with Jesus?

4. In light of verse 16, where Christ is the one who unites the heavenly and earthly 

realms: What are ways you often seek to grow in godliness that feel ineffectual?

5. How might reflecting upon who Jesus is, and what he has done, enable you to grow 

in godliness better in that area you struggle?
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