
Sunday, January 29, 2023

1 Timothy 5:1-16 Godliness in caring for the poor 
Notes:
• Outline

• vv.1-2 address how to relate to different age groups in the church
• vv.3-8, recognizing widows truly in need

• Those with family should take care of their own and not be a burden on the church.
• Those truly in need will cast themselves upon God to provide.
• The widow seeking comfort is “dead even while she lives.”

• vv. 9-16
• Those over 60 who have been faithful and servant hearted should be “on the list”
• Refuse younger widows caught up with lust, gossip, and laziness.
• Anyone able to care for their own should continue to do so.

• Important considerations should be given for cultural differences between today and at 
that time.
• Be careful reading contemporary American political ideologies into this such as 

debates about welfare or personal responsibility.
• There was no means of caring for the poor in Greco-Roman society. It was 

considered dishonorable to give to someone who couldn’t pay you back.
• The Bible considers widows, orphans, and immigrants as especially vulnerable in 

part because in an agrarian society one’s livelihood was tied to family and having 
land. But the imperative for God’s people to care for them is because God is merciful 
and saved us despite being spiritual widows, orphans, and immigrants. (Dt. 
10:18-19; Heb. 11:9; 1 Pet. 2:11).

Questions 
1. How is Timothy encouraged to treat different people in the church (see vv. 1-2)? 

How does that challenge ways you tend to view people who are young or older, or 
of the opposite sex?


2. There has been a lot of focus on healthy gospel teaching throughout 1 Timothy. 
What does this long section with lots of practical details about caring for widows 
have to do with healthy gospel teaching? What clues does the text give about how 
this honors God?


3. There are in essence two reasons why certain widows in the church should be 
refused: they have family who can care for them, or they are living in a way that is 
not faithful to Christ. Why does Paul give these specific criteria?


4. Some of us want to help as many people as possible. Others of us are more 
concerned about who is truly deserving of assistance. What is the danger of 
overemphasizing one approach or the other? How may reflecting upon what God 
has done for us in Christ challenge both approaches?
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