
Sunday, February 5, 2023

1 Timothy 5:17-25 Godliness in Leadership 
Notes:
• There are a number of citations and allusions to other texts in this passage:

• v. 17, Not muzzling an ox -> Dt. 25:4; 1 Cor. 9:7-9;
• v. 17, Not withholding wages from a worker-> Lk. 10:7; Lev. 19:13; Dt 24:14, 15; Mt 

10:10; 1 Co 9:14
• v. 19, Not bringing a charge without multiple witnesses-> Dt. 19:16; Mt. 18:16;
• v. 20, Reproving an elder in sin publicly -> Dt. 13:11; 2 Ti 4:2; Tit 1:13; 2:15

• It should be said that in the ancient world, the requirement for multiple witnesses in 
court was unique to Israel. The bar for justice is higher in the Bible than the 
surrounding cultures.

• However, passages like these do not apply to all accusations against leaders, in some 
cases the only witness may be the victim. Great care must be taken in those 
instances.

• Sin must be confronted and brought to the light, especially for leaders. There should 
be no favoritism.

Questions 
1. Paul makes numerous references to the law as justification for the principles in 

these compact verses. How is he using the law to instruct Timothy in these 
matters? How may this guide us in a responsible use of OT law for the Christian?


2. Why does the Bible encourage more than one witness? Why may that important in 
this situation?


3. Public reproof of sin is uncommon. Why does the text say it should be done, and 
what redemptive purposes does this serve?


4. What are the dangers of giving favoritism to leaders who sin?

5. Do you think leaders can be restored to ministry? Why or why not?

6. The last two verses give wisdom and a warning concerning sin and good deeds. 

How do they challenge you with respect to exposing sin? How do they encourage 
you with respect to good deeds and desire for justice where there is wrong?
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