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Romans 13:8-14 (NIV) 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 
whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and 
whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law. 11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has 
already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer 
now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So 
let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave 
decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 
and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.

Notes:
• There are two clear sections of our debt to love (vv. 8-10) and to wake up to live in live 

in the light of Christ (vv. 11-14). They are connected by the “and do this” of v. 11.
• Love does not cancel the law, but it is the purpose of the law. Thus love “fulfills” the 

law and brings it to its completion.
• Jesus clearly united love of God and love of neighbor (Mt. 22:34-40). These should 

not be viewed without respect to the other but in context it flows from a discussion 
about the role of the state. What is our duty to our fellow human beings?

• In this passage clearly “one another” is not exclusive to fellow Christians but to 
anyone we cross as all other references are to one’s neighbor. Jesus made it quite 
clear in Luke 10, the Parable of the Good Samaritan, anyone we come across, even 
our enemies, are our neighbor. This is a clear teaching of the New Testament stands 
in some contrast with the Old Testament.

• All NT teaching about ethics, is rooted in the reality the coming of Christ and his 
kingdom. We live in a kingdom that has come in part with his first coming and we 
await the completion of his kingdom with his second coming. Thus, the age of the 
church is like the dawn. We ought to live, putting on Christ, in light of the age to come, 
not in the darkness of the age that is passing away. Therefore, wake up! Stop sinning 
which harms your neighbor and put on Christ and love your neighbor!

Questions 
1. Do you know your neighbors? Why is it hard to know them and love them?

2. What does it mean to say love “fulfills” the law? How does the greatest 

commandment (Mt. 22:34-40) help us understand this teaching of Jesus?

3. Continuing in sin is likened to sleeping. If Christ is coming tomorrow, what numbing 

practices do you need to stop (sex, drunkenness, and arguing), and what life giving, 
loving practices do you need to begin, such that you would be ready to see him?
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