
The following provides direct text from the 2016 Book of Discipline regarding marriage, human 

sexuality, and qualifications for ordination.  

 

¶161.C – Social Principles 

C) Marriage – We affirm the sanctity of marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support, 

personal commitment, and shared fidelity between a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing 

rests upon such marriage, whether or not there are children of the union. We reject social norms that assume 

different standards for women than for men in marriage. We support laws in civil society that define 

marriage as the union of one man and one woman.  

 

¶161.G – Social Principles 

G) Human Sexuality – We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call everyone to 

responsible stewardship of this sacred gift.  

 Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they are married, sexual relations are affirmed 

only with the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage.  

 We deplore all forms of the commercialization, abuse, and exploitation of sex. We call for strict global 

enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation of children and for adequate protection, guidance, 

and counseling for abused children. All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual 

orientation, are entitled to have their human and civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence. 

The Church should support the family in providing age-appropriate education regarding sexuality to 

children, youth, and adults.  

 We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. All persons 

need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and 

emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with others, and with self. 

The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice 

incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We will seek to live 

together in Christian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and 

accepted us. We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and 

friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.  

 

¶304.3 – Qualifications for Ordination 

3. While persons set apart by the Church for ordained ministry are subject to all frailties of the human 

condition and the pressures of society, they are required to maintain the highest standards of holy living in 

the world. The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed 

practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in 

the United Methodist Church.  

 

¶310.2.d footnote – Candidacy for Licensed and Ordained Ministry 

 The General Conference, in response to expressions throughout the Church regarding homosexuality 

and ordination, reaffirms the present language of the Discipline regarding the character and commitment of 

persons seeking ordination and affirms its high standards.  

… 

 In the Social Principles, the General Conference has said that we “do not condone the practice of 

homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible with Christian Teaching.” Furthermore, the 

Principles state that “we affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual 

support, personal commitment, and shared fidelity between a man and a woman. We believe that God’s 

blessing rests upon such marriage, whether or not there are children of the union. We reject social norms 

that assume different standards for women than for men in marriage.” Also, “we affirm the integrity of 

single persons, and we reject all social practices that discriminate or social attitudes that are prejudicial 

against persons because they are single.” 

 


