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Scriptures 


1.2 New Life 

Acts 9:1-19
1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.
 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 
7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 
8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.
 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”
 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying,
 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”
 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 
14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.”
 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 
16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”
 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 
19 and taking food, he was strengthened.

1. Surrendering for Radical Change 

Ephesians 4: 17-24
17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 
18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 
19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity.
 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!—
21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus,
 22 to put off your old self,[a] which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires,
 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 
24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

Luke 9:23-25
23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?

2 Corinthians 5:17
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

2. Undergoing a New Birth 

John 3:1-5
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
 2 This man came to Jesus[a] by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again[b] he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”
 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.


John 1:26
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know,

John 1:31-33
31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”
 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
John 3:8
8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

John 3:22-23
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was baptizing. 
23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized

Acts 1:5
5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[a] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

Acts 2:38
38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:12-17
12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles[a] performed, he was amazed.
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 
15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,
 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.

Acts10:44-48
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 
45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 
46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.

Acts 19:2-6
2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 
4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.”
 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in[a] the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying.

Ephesians 4:17-24
17 But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 
18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 
20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 
21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened.
 22 For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 
24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them,

2 Corinthians 5:17
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

3. Embracing Our Heritage as Children of God 

Romans 8:1-2
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.

Romans 8:14-17
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons[a] of God.
 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

2 Corinthians 3:18
18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord,[a] are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

Romans 8:29
29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

Romans 8:16-17
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

4. Following the Call to Discipleship  
John 15:1-11
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.
 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 
10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
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