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Scriptures 


1.4 The Benefits of Belonging 


Acts 6: 1-7
1Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose
 a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists,[a] because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 
2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 
3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 
4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”
5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 
6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.
7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.


1. The Importance of Community

Acts 5:42
42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.






2. The Privileges of Joining the Body of Christ                          
1 Corinthians 12:12-13
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink [a]into one Spirit.

Hebrews 10:25
25not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

Romans 14:19
 19Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.

Galatians 6:10
10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

Luke 6:31
31 And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.

John 13:34-35
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

1 John 4:8
8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

1 Peter 4:8-10
8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 
9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.
 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

1 Peter 6:8 (ESV)
8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.

Galatians 6:1
1Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.
3. Using Our Individual Gifts in the Body

Romans 12:4-8
4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function,
 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 
7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;
 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12:8-10
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,
 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:27-31
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.
 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
 31 But earnestly desire the [a]best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

Colossians 3:23
23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,

1 Peter 5:6
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,

Matthew 6:33
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

4. The Guidance of the Pastor  
Jeremiah 3:15
15 And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.

1 Peter 5:2-3
2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 
3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock;

1 Corinthians 11:1
1Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

1 Peter 5:5 
5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for
“God resists the proud,
But gives grace to the humble.”
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