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by David Schrock 

Who is Melchizedek? And why is Jesus called a high priest like Melchizedek? And what does 
Mel—can we abbreviate his strange name?—have to do with the church and the world today? 

On Sunday, I tried to answer those questions with an animated tour of the Bible. 

Incorporating the artistic gifts of Jeff Dionise, our elder for outreach, I preached a three part 
message that started with Melchizedek in history (Genesis 14), moved to Melchizedek in 
poetry and prophecy (Psalm 110), and finished with Jesus Christ, or Melchizedek in fulfillment 
(Hebrews 7). 

In what follows you can listen to the message or trace the story with the graphics displayed 

below. Additional resources are also found below. Response questions will return next week as 
our church finishes up its series on the priesthood. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
ds 

The Story of Melchizedek 

Genesis 14 introduces us to Melchizedek, the king of Salem and priest of God Most 
High. 

Genesis 14. After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 

him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s 
Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God 
Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor 
of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into 
your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king of Sodom said to 
Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king 

of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the Lord, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and 
earth, 23that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you 
should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing but what the young men have 
eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their 
share.” 

Psalm 110 applies the title Melchizedek to the greater Son of David. 

Psalm 110. A Psalm of David. 1 The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make 
your enemies your footstool.” 2 The Lord sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in 

the midst of your enemies! 3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your 
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power, in holy garments; from the womb of the morning, the dew of your youth will be 
yours. 4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek.” 5 The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day of his 
wrath. 6 He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them with corpses; he will shatter 
chiefs over the wide earth. 7 He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore he will lift up 

his head. 

Hebrews 7 explains how Jesus Christ fulfills the promise of Psalm 110. 

Hebrews 7. For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham apportioned 

a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and 
then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without father or mother or 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he 

continues a priest forever. 4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave 
a tenth of the spoils! 5And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a 
commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though 

these also are descended from Abraham. 6 But this man who does not have his descent from 
them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 It is beyond 
dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In the one case tithes are received by 
mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives. 9 One might 
even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, 10 for he was 
still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. 
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Additional Resources 

• Hebrews Bible Study at OBC — This includes an exposition of Hebrews 7:1–10 by 
Jonathan Matías, our minister in residence 

• Getting Excited About Melchizedek by D. A. Carson — An exposition on Psalm 110 
• Hebrews 7 Melchizedek by Stephen Wellum — An exposition of Hebrews 7 
• Who Do You Say I Am? Melchizedek, the Manger, and the Messiah by David Schrock 

Soli Deo Gloria, ds 

 

http://obc.org/adult-bible-study
https://resources.thegospelcoalition.org/library/getting-excited-about-melchizedek-don-carson-tgc-2011
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5475d119e4b0f1adacecfefa/t/577be8ccbe6594a326d4b6d7/1467738595565/Hebrews+7+Melchizedek.mp3/original/Hebrews+7+Melchizedek.mp3?download=true
http://obc.org/mediaPlayer/#/sermonaudio/140
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