[bookmark: _4n4q5tnqyugx]April 19 Sermon - Pastor Keith Moore
[bookmark: _yxfccdt27yw2] Sermon: Longing to Belong – Where You’re Known… and Loved Anyway! (Part 1)
[bookmark: _md8t0f6bdu9k]Focus Passage: John 17:20–23; Galatians 3:26–28
[bookmark: _gbt923odz5w1]Icebreaker: If your life had a theme song right now, what would it be?
[bookmark: _kncrnt9waziy]Leader Transition: Pastor Keith used that famous Cheers theme song to tap into something we all feel: a deep longing to belong. Tonight, we’re going to look at how Jesus addresses that longing in John 17 and how the gospel creates a kind of unity the world can’t replicate.
[bookmark: _4czp6cx2a4e6]Discussion Questions
1. When Pastor Keith talked about our deep longing to belong, where did you most connect with that idea in your own life?
Leader Guide: Help the group personalize the need before jumping to solutions. Pastor Keith made it clear that this longing is universal, not superficial. You might connect this to Genesis 2:18, where God says it is not good for man to be alone. This builds a foundation that belonging is part of God’s design, not just a social preference.
2. Read John 17:20–23. According to Pastor Keith’s explanation, what kind of unity is Jesus praying for, and why does it matter?
Leader Guide: Draw attention to the phrase “that they may all be one.” Unity is supernatural and tied to the gospel. Cross-reference Ephesians 4:4–6 to show the theological depth of this oneness. This unity is not optional; it’s central to our witness.
3. Pastor Keith described how comparison leads us to either look down on others or feel looked down upon. Where do you tend to fall in that pattern?
Leader Guide:  This question invites honest self-examination. Pride and insecurity come from the same root problem. Consider referencing Proverbs 16:18 or 2 Corinthians 10:12. Remind the group that the gospel confronts both superiority and inferiority.
4. How does the gospel “humble” us, and why is that essential for real unity?
Leader Guide: Guide the group to see that salvation is by grace, not effort (Ephesians 2:8–9). Pastor Keith emphasized that we didn’t earn anything; Jesus did everything. This removes any basis for pride. Unity grows where humility is practiced.

5. Pastor Keith also said the gospel “affirms” us. What does it look like to live from being fully accepted in Christ instead of trying to prove yourself?
Leader Guide: Help the group explore identity in Christ. Use Romans 8:1 or 1 John 3:1 as supporting texts. Pastor Keith showed that affirmation in the gospel frees us from insecurity. When identity is settled, relationships become healthier.
6. Look at Galatians 3:26–28. Pastor Keith said the gospel “redefines us.” How should this change the way we relate to people who are different from us?
Leader Guide: Emphasize “you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Differences don’t disappear, but they no longer define us. You might reference Colossians 3:11. Encourage practical examples of crossing relational or cultural barriers.
7. Pastor Keith challenged us to pursue “gospel-shaped relationships.” What is one intentional step you can take this week to move toward unity with someone?
Leader Guide: Push for practical application. Unity is something we pursue, not just believe in. Reference Hebrews 10:24–25 about stirring one another up in love. Encourage specific, actionable steps, not vague intentions.

