[bookmark: _4n4q5tnqyugx]November 8 Sermon - Pastor Nathan Burdette
[bookmark: _si5t76u3czuk]Sermon: The Heart of the Matter: Naaman vs. Gehazi
[bookmark: _8hkctsywxxv8]Focus Passage: 2 Kings 5
[bookmark: _tgdmg9u1ylob]Icebreaker: Have you ever received something valuable in an unexpected way? What happened?
[bookmark: _6ssxutyn4vm4]Leader Transition: Sometimes the things that make the biggest difference in our lives come in ways we never expected. We may have a plan for how something should happen, only to discover that God has something entirely different in mind. That's exactly what happened to Naaman in today's passage. He was a powerful, successful man who thought he knew what he needed and how he would get it. But God had a different plan, one that would require him to humble himself and trust God's grace.
[bookmark: _uo40344u81pf]As we look at Naaman and Gehazi, we'll discover that the condition of our hearts matters far more than our outward circumstances or religious surroundings.
[bookmark: _2m0vlaxkixks]Discussion Questions
1. Read 2 Kings 5:1–5. A young servant girl, despite being taken from her home and placed in difficult circumstances, pointed Naaman toward the God who could heal him. What does her response teach us about forgiveness and loving our enemies? Who might God be calling you to influence, even in your current circumstances?
Leader Note: The servant girl had every reason to resent Naaman, yet she wanted God's best for him. Pastor Nathan reminded us that forgiveness goes beyond simply not wishing someone harm. It means genuinely desiring God's goodness in another person's life. Our circumstances don't have to be ideal for God to use us.
[bookmark: _usc0c6fdh3yj]2. Read 2 Kings 5:9–14. Elisha gave Naaman a simple instruction: wash in the Jordan River seven times. What would have made this instruction so difficult to accept? When has your pride or expectations made it difficult to follow God's direction?
Leader Note: Naaman wanted God to work on his terms. His pride almost kept him from receiving what he desperately needed. Pastor Nathan emphasized that the Gospel must first humble us before it can heal us. Salvation isn't something we earn; it is something we receive through faith in Christ.
[bookmark: _fd6v4rt87vo0]3. Read 2 Kings 5:14–19. What evidence do you see that Naaman experienced a genuine change of heart?
[bookmark: _jrdi8nz2ztnl]Leader Note: Naaman experienced more than physical healing. His beliefs, priorities, and desires changed. Genuine conversion involves turning from false gods to the living God. Our worship isn't limited to a church building. God desires our worship in Spirit and in Truth wherever we are (John 4:23–24).
[bookmark: _9945v1tnbbfj]4. Read 2 Kings 5:19–27. Gehazi had a front-row seat to God's work through Elisha, yet his heart was controlled by greed. How could someone be actively involved in church, know the Bible, and serve others while still keeping God off the throne of their heart?
Leader Note: Gehazi was surrounded by the things of God but wasn't surrendered to God. His greed led to dishonesty and ultimately judgment. Religious activity and spiritual maturity are not the same thing. God wants our hearts, not simply our participation.
[bookmark: _pfl8wqyl6awd]5. Pastor Nathan shared this truth: "Greed promises us more but ultimately leaves us with less." What are some things we pursue that can quietly leave us with less?
Leader Note: Gehazi gained silver and clothing but lost far more. Greed isn't limited to wealthy people. It can show up in our pursuit of possessions, recognition, success, comfort, or control. What we allow to control our hearts will eventually influence our actions.
[bookmark: _935urwp660iz]6. Elisha knew what Gehazi had done, even though Gehazi thought he had gotten away with it. Which is more meaningful to you right now: knowing God sees everything or knowing God is always with you? Why?
Leader Note: God's presence is both comforting and convicting. He sees our pain, struggles, and circumstances. Nothing is hidden from Him. He pursues us with love, but He also takes sin seriously. As Pastor Nathan reminded us, God is slow to anger and abounding in love. He offers forgiveness when we confess our sins (1 John 1:9).
[bookmark: _nrc9ad2hzpci]7. Personal Inventory: If someone looked at your priorities, decisions, and daily habits, what would they say is sitting on the throne of your heart? What is one area where you need to give Jesus greater control this week?
Leader Note: The central question isn't how close we are to church or how much we know about God. It's whether Jesus truly rules our hearts. Naaman reminds us that nobody is beyond God's grace. Gehazi reminds us that we can be surrounded by spiritual things while allowing other desires to control us. Salvation is a free gift through Jesus Christ, not something we can earn.
