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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

This last month has been busy for me and for ULC! More and more chil-
dren are born and so more and more Baptisms keep happening, thanks be 
to God! My time teaching junior catechesis is approaching its end, as we 
have only a few weeks left until our student finishes up and is confirmed. 
My other two main classes, Greek and the Lutheran Confessions group, 
have continued steadily as well, both of which have been a joy for me to 
teach. I managed to finish Titus up in Sunday morning Bible Study, and a 
fellow seminarian will be taking over for a few weeks before I begin 
teaching on the book of Hosea. 

 

The last week of February in particular was busy for us at ULC. I 
preached on Ash Wednesday, Invocavit (the first Sunday in Lent), and 
then again for the first Lenten Midweek service on Jacob wrestling with 
God. Along with all of this preaching, we had a Parlour Game Pentathlon 
that had really good attendance, and my parents came up for the weekend 
and we went to Pheasant Fest in Minneapolis. My parents brought with 
them several gifts from the Gerths, with a few shelves and casserole dish-
es, which will help me out a great deal with storage and keeping up with 
my cooking! There has been lots to do but all of it has been a blessing.  

 

I also received a very large gift from St. John’s Lutheran Church in Gal-
va, Iowa. Their generous gift is going to pay for almost half my final year 
at seminary!  

 

With February winding down, I am now over the halfway point for my 
vicarage and have just under 6 months left until I am done. It is going 
incredibly quickly but it has been such a joy to be up here!  
 

Blessings in Christ, 
Vicar Jarrod Thomas 

Vicar Jarrod Thomas Keeping Busy 

Top photo: Me preaching for Invocavit (Lent 1).  
Middle photo: My parents got up here on Friday 
night. Bottom photo: I lost our Poetry Slam 
event so I had to wear the jester’s hat.  



St. Paul is excited to host an evening of music 
and poetry with Tanner Olson and Blake 
Flattley on Tuesday, March 24. This Christ-
centered, family-friendly evening is an invita-
tion to slow down, breathe, and rest in the hope 
we have in Jesus. 
 
Through spoken-word poetry and acoustic mu-
sic, Tanner and Blake share honest, grace-filled 
reflections that point us back to Christ and His 
faithfulness in everyday life. This evening is 
well-suited for individuals, families and groups. 
 
A meal will be served at 5:45pm, followed 
by music and poetry from 6:30–8:00pm. 
Please RSVP and reserve tickets using the QR 
code provided. Payment will be collected at the 
door. Tickets are $10 each or $20 for a family 
and $50 group of six or more. 

An Evening of Music and Poetry at St. Paul 

Treasurer’s Report 

2025 Year End Summary 
Offerings $727,397.47  
Expenditures $709,549.61 
 
January 2026 Summary 
Offerings $51,953.40 
Expenditures $60,372.03 
 
Approved operating budget for 2026 is  
$835,154. Offerings needed each month to 
cover budgeted expenses: $69,596.17 
 
Thank you for your continued generosity and 
supporting the mission of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church! 
         
Please contact Duane Suhr or David Reddel 
with questions or comments pertaining to this 
report or our congregation’s financials.            
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https://forms.gle/zBEPS3ToYmBxBfUG6


St. Paul ladies and gents! Join us Saturday, March 7, 9:00am-Noon in the Family Life Center for 
Mission Workshop 2026.  

 
Can you tie a knot? Use scissors? String a bead? And/
or rip a bedsheet? (Yes, rip a bedsheet!) If you can do 
any of these, then you’re perfect for the job! These are 
just a few of the tasks we’ll have available.  
 
Come on your own, or bring a friend(s) or family 
member - all ages are invited to participate! The annu-
al Mission Workshop is a wonderful way to work on a 
variety of projects that will touch the lives of others 
within and outside of our congregation. We will have 
tables set up in the Family Life Center with different 
projects. You can choose one…or try them all! Come 
when you can, and leave when you need to…any time 
you can give is worth the results!    
 
To help with projects, why not start spring cleaning a 
little early? We’ll put to good use your old eye glass-
es, reading glasses, sunglasses, glass cases, empty 
shoeboxes, and fleece fabric (approx. 48” x 60”).  
Drop them off at church by Sunday, March 1. 
 
And, ladies, remember to mark your calendar for our 
next monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 10 at 
6:30pm. We’ll have some fellowship time along with a hands-on mission project and discussion on 
upcoming ways to serve in the church and community. Attend when you can - we’d love to have you 
(no previous experience necessary!)! 
  
We hope to see you soon! 
Your LWML Board and Sisters in Christ, 
Kim Rasler, Sue Stoll, Betty Berlau, and Vicki Sickels 

LWML Hosts Mission Workshop March 7 
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Lady Diners 

Lady Diners meet on Tuesday, March 3 at 
Sports Page in Ankeny at 11:30am. If you 
have any questions please see Betty Berlau or 
Donna Stoelk. Lady Diners is open to all sin-
gle ladies at St. Paul. 

Led by Pastor Newton or Pastor Kottlowski, 
St. Paul provides services to local nursing 
homes once a month. Members are always  
welcome to attend the services.  
 

• Sunny View at 2:30pm on March 15 

• Rock Creek  at 2pm on March 17 

• Mill Pond at 2pm on March 22 

Nursing Home Ministry 
Official Acts  
Confirmed January 18: Walker Allen, Calla 
Fahrmann, Allison Meissner, Astrid Pottratz, 
Ellie Tucker, Cole White, Quinn Wielenga 
Baptism Feb. 1: Holden Douglas Stephens 
 
Membership & Attendance – January 2026 
Average Worship Attendance:  
2026 — 292 2025 — 245 
Sunday Education Attendance: 
Children (preK-12th) – 34  
Average Midweek Attendance:  
Children (preK-12th) – 65, Adult—53,  
Worship –74 
Total Baptized & Confirmed Members:  
Baptized – 698   Confirmed – 605   
Households - 293 
 
Present at February 10 meeting: Steve Bradley, 
Jeff Fahrmann, Kaleb Grev, Adam Haselhuhn, 
John Jero, Dan Pottratz, Hans Schaeffer, 
Shawn Thomas, Peter von Qualen, Nathan 
Wendzel, and Pastor Newton.    
 
We will have the usual Holy Week services on 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter 
Vigil on Saturday. Additionally, Pastor is plan-
ning to provide a 7pm service with communion 
on the other evenings of Holy Week and the 
week after Easter. These services would be 
similar to midweek services during the sum-
mer. We are planning for all Easter services to 
include communion. Pastor will provide in-
struction for the congregation leading up to 
Easter on preparing visitors for what to expect 
during communion.    
 
Thanks to Jeff F. for leading the Associate Pas-
tor call committee and leading the voters meet-
ing discussion regarding the interviews of the 
candidates and the recommendation to the vot-
ers. In March, the Elders will be serving donuts 
between services, and we plan to provide a 
meal for the March 24 special event.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Adam Haselhuhn, Head Elder  

Feb. 10 Elders Meeting 

Wednesday, March 4 
Noon and 7:00pm 

 
Wednesday, March 11 

Noon and 7:00pm (meal served by Stewardship) 
 

Wednesday, March 18 
Noon and 7:00pm (no midweek or meal) 

 
Wednesday, March 25 

Noon and 7:00pm 



March Bible Studies at St. Paul 
BASIC Bible Study 
Thursdays, March 12 and 26 at 10:00am. Pastor Kottlowski continues the study of Romans, follow-
ing the Apostle Paul on a course through the context of the doctrine of justification and its joyous  
outflow in the life of the Christian. 
 
Homebuilders 
Sunday, March 1 at 4:00pm. The Sanctuary Is Our Home. This year Homebuilders (a group for those 
interested in following Jesus as a household) will delve into the Sacrament of the Altar as the center of 
life for the Christian family. From the altar where the Lord visits His people extend the spokes of 
Christian living: mercy, witness, and life together as a household held in Christ.  
 
Men’s Fellowship & Bible Study 
Men of all ages are invited to join in fellowship time and a Bible study each Thursday 
night at 7:00pm. They are studying The Augsburg Confession.   
 
Midweek Bible Studies 
Wednesdays from 6:00pm-7:00pm. Adults meet in the Sanctuary with Pastor Newton. 
Senior youth are in the youth room and junior youth meet with Laura Nelson in the 
youth room by the Fellowship Hall. Worship follows at 7:00pm. 
 
Monday Night Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30pm. They will be walking through the first several chapters of the Gospel of Matthew. 
All you need is your Bible!  
 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 
Sundays at 9:30am in the FLC. Grab your coffee (in a reusable cup of course) and head into the FLC 
for The Who, What, When, Where, Why of It All. Join us as we explore all that it means that Jesus de-
scends from heaven to be with us in the Divine Liturgy, why we do what we do, say what we say, sing 
what we sing, and even dress how we dress! We’ll explore the Liturgy as we experience it on Sunday 
mornings, we’ll dig into Holy Scripture especially in Leviticus and Hebrews, we’ll hear from the  
Confessions and from other work of Martin Luther, and we’ll explore the new Companion to the  
Services from CPH and other resources on what happens in worship.  
 
Sunday Morning Youth Bible Study 
Sundays at 9:30am. Join Dave Brunelle and Laura Nelson on an engaging journey through God’s 
Word as we look into the lectionary and see how it points us to Jesus and our identity in Him. Each 
Sunday from 9:30–10:30am, Junior youth gather with Dave and Senior youth with 
Laura for conversational Bible study. Together we’ll explore Christ’s teachings and 
rejoice in the many wonders of God’s grace!  
 
Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
Thursdays, March 5 and 19 at 10:00am. Led by Pastor Kottlowski. They are contin-
uing with the devotional book entitled Unfailing: God’s Assurance for Times of 
Change by Rev Christopher M. Kennedy.  



March Youth Calendar 
March 1 —  Jr. & Sr. Youth Bible Study 9:30-10:30 

March 4 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study, and Service) 

March 6-8 — JR Youth Confirmation Retreat 

March 8 — Jr. & Sr. Youth Bible Study 9:30-10:30 

March 11 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study, and Service) 

March 15 — Jr. & Sr. Youth Bible Study 9:30-10:30 

March 15 — Sr. Youth Sunday Funday 12-2pm 

March 15 — Sunny View Service & Sunday Sips, 2:10-3:30ish must rsvp 

March 18 — Spring Break, Worship Only.  No Supper or Study. 

March 22 — Jr. & Sr. Youth Bible Study 9:30-10:30 

March 22 — Mill Pond Service and Sunday Sips 1:40-3pm  must rsvp 

March 24 — Tanner Olson Music and Poetry Event 5:45-8pm 

March 25 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study, and Service) 

March 29 — Palm Sunday Youth Pancake Breakfast (No Bible Study)  

Our upcoming Confirmation Retreat at Hidden Acres Christian Center in Dayton, IA, promises to be 
an incredible experience filled with fun, faith, and fellowship. Students will dive into God’s Word, 
learning by experience how Christians live in prayer. Outdoor and indoor games will bring energy and 
excitement, while time spent swimming and enjoying Hidden Acres’ beautiful setting will offer mo-
ments of relaxation and joy. Through worship, teaching, and shared experiences, the retreat will inspire 
everyone to grow closer to Christ and to each other in a meaningful and memorable way. This event is 
for sixth, seventh and eighth/ninth grade confirmation students.  

Confirmation Retreat March 6-8 

Hey junior and senior youth! Join Pastor, Laura and Zack for 
Sunny View Service & Sunday Sips on March 15, 2:10–3:30ish 
and Mill Pond Service & Sunday Sips on March 22, 1:40-3ish! 
We’ll meet at church, then head out to Sunday service with the 
grandmas and grandpas with 15 to 20 minutes in word and 
song. After worship, we’ll grab hot or cold drinks together at a 
local spot (bring $$ for your favorites). This is a chance to draw 
near to Jesus, share His love with others, and grow in faith—
while having a great time together! Friends always welcome! 
RSVP is required so we can plan rides and drinks. You won’t 
want to miss it!  

March Service and Sunday Sips 



Thank you to everyone who supported the 
February coffee and donuts fundraiser hosted 
by the junior and senior youth, their families, 
and the Board of Youth! Your generous con-
tributions help fund youth gatherings and con-
ferences focused on growing in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because 
of your loving support, our youth serve joyful-
ly and seek to be a visible part of our church 
family. We are grateful for your partnership in 
nurturing the next generation in Christ, above 
all by encouraging them to show up where 
Jesus promises to be — in His Word, at His 
Supper, in prayer, and among His gathered 
people. 

The Stewardship Board will host a Bible Triv-
ia night February 28. It will take place in the 
FLC from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. As well as Bible 
questions, there will be Lutheran and general 
knowledge questions. Treats and beverages 
will be provided; feel free to bring your own 
favorite snack or treat to share. 
 
During Lent, for the Midweek on March 11, 
the Stewardship Board will provide the 
meal. It will be BBQ and side dishes. 
 
After the Easter Vigil service on April 4 there 
will be ice cream, pie and coffee served 
in the FLC. Feel free to bring your favorite pie 
or dessert (or any other sweet treat). 
 
The Youth Board has been serving donuts and 
coffee for the month of February. The 
Elders will serve in March. Evangelism will 
serve in April. 
 
In His Service,  
Ken Kise 
Stewardship Board Chairperson 

Stewardship Updates 

Easter Lily Orders 
Orders are being taken until March 8 for    
Easter lilies that will decorate the Sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday. The cost is $15 each. You can 
find the order forms on the LWML table out-
side the church 
office. Make 
checks payable to 
St. Paul LWML 
and put in Kathy 
Olson’s mailbox. 
You can take the 
flowers home  
after the last  
service on Easter 
Sunday (April 5). 



Look for Pastor Newton and Laura Nelson 
during Lent on these YouTube playlists for 
daily devotions. Each morning new videos 
are posted. You’ll definitely want to sub-
scribe to get an email alert as a friendly 
reminder to meet Pastor and me for our 
devotional time! Click on the QR code 
below to go to the YouTube pages. 
 
Children and Families 
Join Laura Nelson for The Cross and Me 
Daily Devotions for Lent. Get the whole 
family involved in reflection and prayer 
this Lent through this devotional—
designed for children to read on their own 
or with a parent each day. The Cross and Me helps teach children what Jesus means when He says, 
“Take up your cross and follow me,” through true-to-life stories and Scripture-based reflections. 
 
Junior and Senior Youth 
In Behold Your King! (a devotion by Lutheran Hour Ministries), Jesus comes to us in flesh and blood 
as a Man, as God’s own Son, and as the lowly Servant-King bearing the sins of the world. Though He 
was forlorn and forsaken, He did not abandon His mission or shirk His obedience to the Father. He 
followed through and in so doing He won for each of us the forgiveness of our sins and eternal life in 
His presence. 
 

Behold Your King! Daily Devotions from LHM will help strengthen and encourage your faith as you 
do the same for others.  
 
Everyone 
This Lenten season, Pastor Newton invites you to join him on a special journey using the Treasury of 
Daily Prayer as his devotion template. Organized around the Christian Church Year, Treasury of Daily 
Prayer is an all-in-one resource for daily devotions for individuals, families, and small groups.  

Daily Lent Video Devotions Available  

Children and Families Junior and Senior Youth Everyone 



February Council Meeting Minutes 

Continued on next page 

February 17 meeting, in attendance: Pastor Joel Newton, Director of Youth Ministry Laura Nelson, 
Tim Davies, Adam Haselhuhn, Ken Kise, Josh Remington, Mike Sickels, Duane Suhr, Jennifer 
Thompson, Megan von Qualen. Absent: Amber Giese, Mike Giese, Joel Ott, Dave Reddel. Devotion 
led by Pastor Newton on Mark chapter 10 (beginning at v 17) with excerpts from To Live with Christ. 
 
November 18 meeting minutes 
Motion to approve: Ken Kise, seconded to approve: Megan von Qualen, Approval: unanimously ap-
proved 
 
Staff Reports (from Pastor Newton and Laura Nelson) 
Motion to approve staff reports: Mike Sickels, seconded to approve: Jennifer Thompson 
Approval: unanimously approved 
 
Financial Report 
Motion to approve report: Mike Sickels, seconded to approve: Ken Kise. Approval: unanimously ap-
proved 
 
Board Reports (provided by the following members) 
Education – no report 
Children & Family - Megan von Qualen  
Evangelism – Josh Remington  
Youth - Jennifer Thompson 
Stewardship - Ken Kise 
Elders - Adam Haselhuhn 
Property – Mike Sickels 
 
Motion to approve board reports: Tim Davies, seconded to approve: Adam Haselhuhn  
Approval: unanimously approved 
 
Old Business 
Cyber Security: emails from hackers continue to be sent to church members; Duane Suhr said commu-
nications in bulletins periodically will be made to keep informing the congregation of the threats.  
 
Building Committee: Duane Suhr said things are still on hold with the city of Ankeny. 
 
Finance reporting: Duane Suhr will begin drafting a high-level financial summary to be provided to 
parishioners in some form. 
 
New Business 
LCMS Nominations: Josh Remington made a motion to nominate Pastor Newton and Duane Suhr for 
the voters representing St. Paul. Mike Sickels seconded. Approval: unanimously approved 
 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church request: Mount Olive Lutheran Church (Mount Olive) requested use of 
Saint Paul’s church building 1) on Saturday, April 18, and 2) for weekdays in the summer because 



“I took my car to one place for an oil change, another for the brakes, and still another for a tune up. 
Yet my car just doesn’t seem to be running right, and no one is offering to step in to help me.”  
 
That same scenario might be true about your Christian estate plan. You might be tempted to focus on 
one thing at a time, a will here, an insurance policy there, a conversation with the financial planner 
periodically and then the annual tax preparation. But do we think about how all those things are linked 
together? We need to, in order to have a comprehensive plan.  
 
In a busy world, focused on quick productivity, we often miss the opportunity to weave the conversa-
tions of all our advisors together. In addition, inviting your pastor into these conversations, and your 
family, can bring a fullness otherwise missed.  
 
Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help facilitate conversations in your circle of 
important people. Contact Leon Schoenfeld at  
712-830-7481 for more information.  

LCMS Foundation Offers Gift Planning 

their building is under construction. Mount Olive will be conducting an auction at the DMACC cam-
pus April 18 so they asked if they could bring children to St. Paul during that time. Use during the 
summer would be for their daycare program. The council concluded that use of the building for the 
weekend day in April would okay but to commit to use for a longer period over the summer without 
having proper time to vet the situation is too big of a commitment to make at this time. Duane Suhr 
made a motion to allow Mount Olive to use the building for April 18 but not entertain the request for 
the summer. Ken Kise seconded the motion. Motion approved with Josh Remington abstaining. 
 
Nominating Committee: this topic was tabled since Dave Reddel was absent. 
 
Education Board chair position: With Amber Giese moving, a new chair is needed. Jennifer Thompson 
made a motion to appoint Julie Krehbiel to chair the board. Adam Haselhuhn seconded.  
Approval: unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer position: With Mike Giese moving, a new treasurer is needed. At this time, it is undecided 
who should be nominated for the position. 
 
Constitution/by-laws amendment submittal: A church voter, Sue Crawford, submitted an amendment 
to the bylaws on absentee voting. Josh Remington motioned the president to appoint a committee to 
review the bylaws which the council will approve. Tim Davies seconded the motion. Approval: unani-
mously approved. 
 
Next meeting is March 17, 2026, 6:30pm. Motion to adjourn: Mike Sickels, seconded to approve: Ken 
Kise, Approval: unanimously approved. Lord’s Prayer recited to end the meeting.  






