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All ladies of St. Paul are invited to attend our meeting on Tuesday, November 10 in the Fellowship 
Hall at 6:30pm. At the November meeting we will be making ornaments for the children’s Christmas 
sacks. We will also be completing our final plans for the craft and vendor show. The craft and vendor 
show is on Saturday, November 14 in the Family Life Center from 9:00am to 2:00pm.   

Order forms for the Christmas poinsettias will be available from November 8 through December 1.  
The order forms will be available on the LWML cabinet next to the church office. Completed orders 
may be placed in Kathy Olson’s church mailbox.

LWML Board,
Sue Stoll, Sarah Kroemer, Betty Berlau, and 
Vicki Sickels 

LWML Hosts Craft and Vendor Fair

Chapstick  2
Conditioner  9
Deodorant  47
Bar Soap  229  (WOW!!)
Body Wash  6
Feminine Hygiene Products   22
Razors   187
Shampoo  13
Rolls Toilet Paper 114
Toothbrushes  37
Toothpaste  65
Floss   17

LWML thanks you for your generosity! If you 
missed out on dropping off items, donations 
are welcome anytime at the Ankeny Service 
Center (by Benchwarmers).  

Personal Care Items 
Donated to ASC



Advent by Candlelight
Ladies of St. Paul and guests, you are invited 
to a lovely evening of fellowship, scripture, 
carols and desserts on Sunday, November 29. 
Sign up to be a host or a guest. You can find 
sign-up sheets in the Narthex (on the cabinet 
where the Portals of Prayer and other publica-
tions are located). Doors will open at 5:00pm 
and the program begins at 5:30pm. 
You can contact Jessica Loghry at
triplelloghry@gmail.com if you have questions. 

Nursing Home Ministry
St. Paul provides services to local nursing 
homes once a month. Members are always 
welcome to attend the services and help resi-
dents with singing and turning pages in the 
book. 
• Sunny View at 2:30pm on November 15
• Rock Creek at 2:00pm on November 17
• Mill Pond at 2:00pm on November 22

Lady Diners Meet 
November 3

Lady diners will meet at Birdie’s Tavern 
(1975 N Ankeny Blvd, Suite 117) on 
Tuesday, November 3 at 11:30am

Lady Diners is for all single ladies of St. Paul! 
If you have any questions contact Betty 
Berlau or Donna Stoelk. 

I am pleased to share that September 2026 was 
a very strong financial month for our congre-
gation. Total income for September reached 
$109,844, while expenses were $60,125, re-
sulting in a net income of $49,772. Much of 
this was made possible by an extraordinary act 
of generosity from within our congregation.

Through September 30, our year-to-date total 
revenue stands at $577,017 and total expendi-
tures are $496,304, leaving a net surplus of 
$86,182 for the year. Expenses across all ma-
jor ministry areas continue to be managed 
carefully and thoughtfully, and the church's 
overall financial position is strong and healthy 
heading into the final quarter of the year. As of 
September 30, total church assets stand at over 
$1.09 million — including $882,041 in bank 
accounts and over $263,000 in designated re-
serve funds set aside for facility maintenance, 
the kitchen, future growth, preschool savings, 
and many other important ministry purposes.

We are also excited to share that the Youth 
LCMS National Gathering fund has received 
$2,813 in contributions so far this year, and the 
reserve balance now stands at $20,053 — 
growing steadily as we prepare to support our 
youth at the national gathering. Thank you to 
all who have contributed to this important 
effort.

We give thanks to God for His abundant provi-
sion and for the faithful, generous stewardship 
of this congregation. Your offerings make 
ministry possible — week after week, month 
after month. If you have questions about the 
church’s finances, please don't hesitate to 
reach out. It is a privilege to serve St. Paul in 
this capacity.

In faith and service,
Jon Clark
St. Paul Treasurer

September 
Treasurer’s Report



November Bible Studies at St. Paul
BASIC (Brothers and Sisters in Christ) Bible Study
Thursday, November 12 at 10:00am. Men and women, join us for the BASIC Bible study the second, 
fourth and fifth Thursdays of each month for an in-depth study of Holy Scripture. Pastor Kottlowski 
leads us in a study of St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 

Homebuilders
Sunday, November 1, 4:00-5:30pm. This group is for those interested in following Jesus as a house-
hold.

Midweek Bible Studies
Wednesdays 6:00pm-7:00pm. Adults meet in the Sanctuary with Pastor Newton. Youth meet in their 
respective youth rooms. 

Monday Night Women’s Bible Study — Led by Sarah Newton. They are going through Wrestling 
with God: Understanding Difficult Old Testament Passages by Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing and Dr. Andrew 
Steinmann. As sinful humans, we wrestle with God and the most difficult parts of Scripture. Consider 
this book your own Peniel, helping you find clarity in the Old Testament. As you settle into theological 
discussions and life applications, you will come away with a better understanding of God’s Word. Last 
class is November 23.

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study
Sundays at 9:30am. Grab your coffee (in a reusable cup of course) and head into the FLC for Showing 
Up Where Jesus Shows Up. When we were children, Mom and Dad nearby helped us know we’re safe. 
A friend who stuck close brought some familiarity to us even in new experiences. In the present chaos, 
full of sharp edges and a cloudy future, so much slides farther away as life spins ever faster. Can the 
Church hold the center as the whirling gets wider and wider? Is there any way to slow it down? The 
Scriptures point us to Christ, our Friend who has drawn near in history and promises to draw near to us 
too. 

Sunday Morning Youth Bible Studies
Sundays 9:30-10:30am. Junior youth are invited to join Eddie Bell and Rochelle Sandvick, while senior 
youth gather with Laura Nelson, for an engaging journey through God’s Word. Each Sunday we’ll dig 
into the lectionary readings—the same readings heard in the Divine Service—and see how they point 
us to Jesus, what He has done for us, and who we are in Him. Through conversation, questions, and 
time together in Scripture, we’ll hear again and again the Good News of Christ and rejoice in God’s 
abundant grace.   

Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study
Thursdays, November 5 and 19 at 10:00am. Ladies, join us for morning Bible study on the first and 
third Thursdays. This coming year we’ll study the work by Pastor Christopher M. Kennedy entitled 
Jesus Said WHAT? Throughout the Gospels, our Lord Jesus said a number of hard things which often 
offend today’s cultural sensitivities. Join us in exploring the truth and the love of Jesus in these hard 
but necessary words. 

Thursday Night Men’s Fellowship & Bible Study 
Thursdays at 7:00pm. All men are invited!



November Youth Calendar
Nov. 1-2 — IDW Junior Youth Gathering
Nov. 1  —  Youth Bible Study 9:30am
      Jr. Youth Service Sunday Funday Noon-2pm
Nov. 4  —  Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study & Service)
Nov. 8 — Youth Bible Study 9:30am
      Senior Youth Service Sunday Funday 2-4pm
Nov. 11 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Study & Service)
Nov. 15 — Youth Bible Study 9:30am
Nov. 15 — Sunny View Service & Sunday Sips 2:10-3:30ish    RSVP REQUIRED
Nov. 18 — Midweek 5-7:30pm (Supper, Youth Christmas Service Practice, Study & Service)
Nov. 22 — Youth Bible Study/Youth Christmas Service Practice 9:30-10:30am
Nov. 22 — Mill Pond Service & Sunday Sips 2:10-3:30ish     RSVP REQUIRED
Nov. 25 —  No meal or study. Service only 7pm
Nov. 29 —  Youth Bible Study/Youth Christmas Service Practice 9:30-10:30am

Early Notice:  Youth Christmas Service Practice Dec. 12  9am-12:15pm
Youth and Children Christmas Services Dec. 13, both services

What a weekend! October 24–25, Jocelyn, Alaina, Alexa, Kaylee, Markayla, Hayden, Lucy, Chloe, 
Adelyn, Bryce and Walter, along with four adult leaders, joined 382 youth and leaders from 38 LCMS 
congregations across Iowa District West for the 2026 Junior Youth Gathering in West Des Moines.
This year’s theme, LOVE GOD + LOVE PEOPLE, reminded us that God’s commandments call us to 
love Him and our neighbors perfectly—and that none of us can do it. That's why we need Jesus. He 
loved perfectly in our place, gave His life for our sins, and rose again to give us forgiveness and life. 
Now, as His redeemed children, we love because He first loved us! (1 John 4:19)

The weekend was packed with worship, Bible study, games, laughter, fellowship, and even some late-
night pizza! One especially wonderful highlight was our Bible marking service project, where students 
highlighted Scripture and added notes guiding future readers through God’s Law and Gospel, pointing 
them to Jesus and His saving work. Our youth enjoyed it so much that they wanted to keep going!
A huge thank you to Jen Thompson, Cindy Rohlfsen and Zack for helping make this weekend possi-
ble, and to our St. Paul families for sharing your youth with us!

What a joy to see hundreds of young Lutherans gathered around God’s Word, rejoicing in the gifts of 
Christ, and learning to love and serve their neighbors!
LOVE GOD + LOVE PEOPLE — because He first loved us!

Laura Nelson
Director of Youth Ministry                                           (At right, photos from the gathering)

Ten St. Paul Youth Attend Junior Youth Gathering 



St. Paul youth are hosting coffee and donut fellowship every Sun-
day in November. Our junior and senior youth and their families 
will be serving up smiles, sweet treats, and plenty of hot coffee 
between services all month long. Stop by, grab a donut (or two!), 
and enjoy some fellowship with your St. Paul family while encour-
aging our youth as they serve! A freewill offering will be collected 
each Sunday, with proceeds supporting youth gatherings and con-
ferences. where our young people gather with fellow Lutherans to 
grow in God’s Word and rejoice in all that Jesus has done for 
them. Come hungry, bring a friend, and THANK YOU for sup-
porting St. Paul Youth!

Donut Worry, Be Happy!



October 3 and 4, Hannah, Ellie, Quinn, Calla, and Astrid joined Zack and me at Camp Okoboji for the 
Iowa District West Senior Youth Gathering. Our theme was Unshakable Light, from Jesus’ words in 
John 8:12: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.”

Throughout the weekend, we gathered around God’s Word, in prayer, for worship, the Sacrament, and 
time together as the Church. There was also plenty of laughing, games, Camp Okoboji fun, and time 
with Lutheran youth from across Iowa District West. On Sunday morning, we did the same thing our 
St. Paul family was doing back home: we gathered in the Divine Service, where Christ came to serve 
His people with His Word, His forgiveness, and His body and blood. Different places, same Church, 
gathered around the same Jesus—the Light of the world.

The Gathering may be over, but Jesus’ promise isn't. The Light is still shining, Christ is still giving His 
gifts, and this week—just like every week!

Laura Nelson
Director of Youth Ministry

Senior Youth Gathering Highlights



On October 11, nine of our St. Paul senior 
youth — Colby, Calla, Quinn, Tyler, Hannah, 
Astrid, Lars, Emma, and Jaydee—joined 
youth from Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 
(Polk City) for an evening of hayrides, hot 
dogs, s’mores, laughter, and FUN at Jester 
Park.

A big thank you to Youth Director Kim and 
Park Ranger David Weidt for hosting us and 
to Kim’s Beautiful Savior youth for being so 
welcoming and fun! Another big thank you to 
Brian and Jen Thompson for keeping everyone 
fed, and to Zack for joining me on another 
youth adventure!

What a blessing to see youth from two congre-
gations come together, make new friends, re-
connect with old ones, and simply enjoy being 
together as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Laura Nelson
Director of Youth Ministry

Hayride Fun

Senior youth, we’re hitting the grocery aisles! 
Our junior youth have done the price compar-
isons and planning, and now it’s your turn to 
fill those carts with ingredients for our Christ-
mas meal kit service project! We’ll shop, or-
ganize and prepare for our December assem-
bly day when we’ll put together meals, Scrip-
ture cards, prayer books, and invitations to 
celebrate Advent and Christmas with us. And 
because no Sunday Funday is complete with-
out a little ridiculousness, we’ll wrap things up 
with THE GREAT CARAMEL APPLE 
NACHO CHALLENGE!

Junior youth, we’re kicking off our Christmas 
meal kit service project. After enjoying pizza, 
we’ll work planning the grocery lists, compar-
ing prices, and finding the best deals. No 
shopping yet, we’re laying the groundwork for 
our senior youth! It's a little teamwork, a little 
number crunching, and a whole lot of loving 
our neighbors as Christ has loved us!



Mark your calendars! The Board of Christian Education is excited to invite your children to participate 
in the St. Paul Youth and Children Advent Service on Sunday, December 13 at both services.
The Board of Christian Education is again planning extra fun and yummy hospitality between ser-
vices—including a coffee and hot cocoa bar, spiced apple cider, and delicious donuts provided as al-
ways by the Stewardship committee.

The Board of Youth is also busy planning their meal kit mercy project, giving us another wonderful 
opportunity to serve others during this Advent season.

Now, about that Advent service. Much like last year, your children and youth will play a vital role in 
the service this year – everything except what Pastor Newton must do.
 
We’re looking for:
• Cantors   • Acolytes
• Candle Bearers  • Crucifer
• Offering Helpers  • Ushers & Greeters
• Preservice Musicians

We’re also inviting readers and singers to participate. If your child—Preschool through 12th 
Grade—would like to be involved, please let Laura Newton or Jon Jero know so we can start putting 
together our joyful lineup. There’s room for children of all ages to participate. Starting in November, 
participants will use some of our Sunday School and Midweek time to prepare.
  
Here is the practice schedule: 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 6-7:00pm
Sunday, Nov. 22, 9:15-10:30am
Sunday, Nov. 29, 9:15-10:30am
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 6-7:00pm
Sunday, Dec. 6, 9:15-10:15
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 6-7:00pm
Saturday, Dec. 12 
(light lunch provided )
5th grade and younger: 10am-12:15pm
6th grade and older: 9am-12:15pm

What a wonderful opportunity for our 
children and youth to participate in the 
life of our church and the Church, share 
the Gospel, and join their St. Paul fami-
ly in preparing to celebrate the birth of 
our Savior!

With Joyful Anticipation,
The Board of Christian Education,
Board of Youth, Pastor Newton, 
Jon Jero, and Laura Nelson

Children and Youth Advent Service Practices Begin



October Elders 
Meeting Minutes
Present at the October 13 meeting were Eric 
Bradley, Steve Bradley, Kaleb Grev, Gary 
Hauge, Jon Jero, Ken Kise, Hans Schaeffer 
and Peter von Qualen. The meeting opened 
with a devotion based on Luke 10:15-20 pro-
vided in advance by Pastor Newton. 

In addition to normal items, other items of dis-
cussion included: ongoing updates to the Offi-
cer’s Handbook including the duties of our 
board and the Director of Youth; 2026-27 bud-
get items; call committee update; a confirma-
tion class detail; a Fort Wayne seminary con-
tact, a concern about potential livestream pri-
vacy, upcoming funeral arrangements and a 
Sunday afternoon visit at Sunny View in 
Pastor’s absence.

Official Acts
Transferred out
Larry and Beth Banwart, to Beautiful Savior, 
Polk City, IA

Released
Chris Banwart, Robert Banwart

Average September Attendance 
Average Sunday Attendance: 
2026 - 305       2025 – 279
Average Year-to-date Sunday Attendance:
2026 - 297  2025 – 273
Average Sunday School (preK-12) – 45
Average Midweek Service – 64
Average Midweek (preK-12) – 63 
Average Midweek Adult Bible Study - 51      

September Membership
Baptized – 697 Confirmed – 596 
Households – 294

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Bradley 
Head Elder

We will soon be accepting orders for poinset-
tias to decorate the church for Advent and 
Christmas. Cost will be $13 again this year. 
You can find order forms on the LWML table 
outside the church office by November 8. 
Completed forms and payments are due by 
December 1. See Kathy Olson with any 
questions.

Poinsettia Orders



September Council Meeting Minutes
Meeting on September 15, 2026, 6:30pm. Stacia Bradley, Steve Bradley, Jon Clark, Tim Davies, Julie Kre-
hbiel, Tim Krehbiel, Dewayne McGohan, Pastor Joel Newton, Laura Nelson, Josh Remington, Mike Sick-
els, Duane Suhr, Jennifer Thompson, Chris Wood. Devotion led by Pastor Newton on Ecclesiastes 2:1-16 
with excerpts from To Live with Christ.

August 18 meeting minutes. Motion to approve: Tim Krehbiel, seconded: Mike Sickels. Motion approved.

Staff reports (from Pastor Newton and Laura Nelson). Motion to approve: Mike Sickels, seconded: Jennifer 
Thompson. Motion approved.

Financial Report – report was not ready; Duane stated he would send via email once they are available.

Board Reports (provided by the following members)
Stewardship – Chris Wood
Elders – Steve Bradley
Education – Julie Krehbiel
Property – Mike Sickels
Children & Family – Stacia Bradley
Evangelism – Josh Remington
Youth – Jennifer Thompson
Financial Secretary - Dewayne McGohan

Motion to approve Michelle Schraeder to the children’s ministry board: Stacia Bradley, seconded: Mike 
Sickels. Motion approved.

Dewayne had four new members to the financial committee. He will submit those members for approval 
before the next council meeting.

Motion to approve board reports: Tim Davies, seconded: Jon Clark. Motion approved

Old Business
Construction Committee: No update this month.
Constitution Committee: Officer handbook is being reviewed by respective boards.
Officer Handbook: respective boards still working on updates
2027 Budget: preliminary board budgets are due by the next council meeting in October. Budget committee 
to convene after that.

New Business
Keys: Gary Hauge requested key numbers for inventory purposes
Part-time custodian: Duane and Mike brought up the possibility of having this position. They will further 
discuss what responsibilities this position might have and compensation involved for council review.

Motion for an appreciation bonus to Kathy Olson for her work in the past year beyond her normal responsi-
bilities: Duane Suhr, Chris Wood seconded. Jon Clark motioned to amend the amount up to $4,500, De-
wayne McGohan seconded. Motion approved

Motion to adjourn: Mike Sickels, seconded: Julie Krehbiel, Approval: unanimously approved
Lord’s Prayer recited to end the meeting. Next meeting Monday, October 20, 2026, 6:30pm.



Advent begins Sunday, November 29. Pastor Newton and Laura Nelson are looking forward to sharing 
Daily Advent Devotions with you once again. Laura has been blessed to share daily Advent devotions 
since 2016 and is grateful to continue that tradition for a third year here at St. Paul. Everyone enjoyed 
hearing from Pastor Newton during Lent, and are excited he’ll be sharing devotions this Advent season 
too! Together, you’ll journey through the season, hearing God’s promises and rejoicing in the Good 
News of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

Whether you’re listening with your morning coffee, gathering around the dinner table, or winding 
down at the end of the day, you’re invited to make these daily devotions a little part of your Advent 
routine. Just a few minutes each day to be still, open God’s Word, and turn your attention to Jesus!
More details will be coming through the St. Paul Facebook page, website, YouTube channel, weekly 
bulletins, and more!

Daily Advent Devotions Return November 29




