18 “If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated
you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own.
However, because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out
of it, the world hates you. 20 Remember the word I spoke to you: ‘A
servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep

yours. 21 But they will do all these things to you on account of my
name, because they don’t know the one who sent me.

JOHN 15:18-16:4 (CSB)



22 If had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of
sin. Now they have no excuse for their sin. 25 The one who hates me
also hates my Father. 24 If  had not done the works among them that
no one else has done, they would not be guilty of sin. Now they have
seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But this happened so that
the statement written in their law might be fulfilled: They hated me for
no reason.

JOHN 15:18-16:4 (CSB)



26 “When the Counselor comes, the one I will send to you from the
Father —the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father—he will
testify about me. 27 You also will testify, because you have been with me
from the beginning.

16:1 “I have told you these things to keep you from stumbling. 2 They will
ban you from the synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone
who Kkills you will think he is offering service to God. 3 They will do these
things because they haven’t known the Father or me. 4 But I have told
you these things so that when their time comes you will remember I told
them to you. I didn’t tell you these things from the beginning, because |
was with you.

JOHN 15:18-16:4 (CSB)



LITURGICAL RESPONSE

READER: This is the Word of the LORD.
EVERYONE: Thanksbeto God. Speak, LORD. Your servants are

listening. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.



FOUR ANCHORS...

 Prepare for Persecution

18 “If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If you
were of the world, the world would love you as its own. However, because you are not
of the world, but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you. 20 Remember the
word I spoke to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted me,
they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.”

—JOHN 15:18-20 (CSB) —



However, because you are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of it, the world hates you.

—JOHN15:18-20 (CSB) —

Opposition to Jesus will eventually mean
opposition for those who belong to Jesus.




Spectrum of Persecution

From social awkwardness...
to relational exclusion...

to reputational labeling...
to vocational cost...

to economic penalty...

to legal restriction...

to violence...

to imprisonment...

to even...death.
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“Remember the word I spoke to you: a servant is not greater than
his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.”




“Remember the word I spoke to you: a servant is not greater than
his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.”

Jesus is stabilizing their faith
before the storm hits.

Unexpected suffering can destabilize faith,
but oftentimes, expected suffering can strengthen t.
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Allegiance to Jesus places you
in a different kingdom.

And kingdoms always experience tension
at their borders.



FOUR ANCHORS...

 Prepare for Persecution
o Perceive the Real Problem



The world’s resistance to believers often 1sn’t
really about the believer.
It’'s about who/what we represent.

We remind the world of Christ.
Christ reveals God.
God exposes the human heart.

“But they will do all these things to you on account of my

name, because they don’t know the one who sent me.”
—John15:21—



22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of

sin. Now they have no excuse for their sin. 25 The one who hates me
also hates my Father. 24 If  had not done the works among them that no
one else has done, they would not be guilty of sin. Now they have seen and
hated both me and my Father. 25 But this happened so that the
statement written in their law might be fulfilled: They hated me for no

reasonm.

— JOHN 15:22-25 (CSB)



22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of

sin. Now they have no excuse for their sin. 25 The one who hates me
also hates my Father. 24 If  had not done the works among them that no
one else has done, they would not be guilty of sin. Now they have seen and
hated both me and my Father. 25 But this happened so that the
statement written in their law might be fulfilled: They hated me for no

reasonm.

— JOHN 15:22-25 (CSB)

Rejecting Jesus IS rejecting God.
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22 If had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of
sin. Now they have no excuse for their sin. 25 The one who hates me
also hates my Father. 24 If  had not done the works among them that
no one else has done, they would not be guilty of sin. Now they have
seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But this happened so that the

statement written in THEIR LAW might be fulfilled: They hated me for no
Fedason.

— JOHN 15:22-25 (CSB)



“The world
hates Christ,
not the
Christian —
unless the

Christian bears
Christ.”

— Dietrich
Bonhoeffer
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“The world hates “The gospel is

Christ, not the always a threat
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In this world,
people will resist us because
they resist the Christ we carry.




FOUR ANCHORS...

 Prepare for Persecution
e Perceive the Real Problem
e Promise of Power



FOUR ANCHORS...

 Prepare for Persecution
e Perceive the Real Problem
e Promise of Power

26 “When the Counselor comes, the one I will send to you from the Father —
the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father—he will testify about me.
27 You also will testify, because you have been with me from the beginning.

—JOHN15:26-27 (CSB) —



We are not the source of witness.
We are participants in it.

Which means:
We never carry Christ
without the Spirit carrying US.




“Eighty-six years | have served Him, and He has done me no wrong.
How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?”

— Polycarp, c. AD 155



< ‘
|

“Those who lock me up will one day be locked up by angels...

When I think of this, the Lord fills me with compassion

for those who are imprisoning me.”
— Wang Yi, Declaration of Faithful Disobedience, 2018.



The Spirit who empowered believers across history
is the Spirit Jesus gives every disciple.




FOUR ANCHORS...

 Prepare for Persecution

o Perceive the Real Problem
» Promise of Power

o Persist through Pain

“I have told you these things to keep you from stumbling. 2 They will ban you from the
synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering
service to God. 5 They will do these things because they haven't known the Father or me.
4 But I have told you these things so that when their time comes you will remember I told
them to you. I didn’t tell you these things from the beginning, because I was with you.

—JOHN16:1-4 (CSB) —



Jesus names hard realities before they arrive
because, throughout Scripture,

FORE-WARNING 1S FORE-ARMING.




How do we practically then
live this out in the world?




Many of us are not ashamed of Christinwardly —
we are SELF-CONSCIOUS outwardly.

Following Jesus publicly in a resistant world
requires FREEDOM from human approval.




... never to be self-conscious in the
presence of the Lord...”

— Pete Hughes, Pastor/Author




Whatis one visible way I will NOT HIDE
my allegiance to Jesus?



Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Free us from hiding You

and from performing You. Give us the quiet courage

(Matthew 6:1; John 12:42-43) to belong o YOU

without fear.
You were never ashamed of us — (Acts 4:29-51; Galatians 1:10)
not in our sin, Wh ’ .
not in our weakness, lere Wé arj Sell-conscious,
not even dt the cross. {209110 gi?aggu)ﬂ -CONSCIOUS.
(Hebrews 12:2; Romans 5:8) :
And You call us now By your lgracg, N
to live unashamed of You. May our fives bear Simpie, visibie
(Romans 1:16; Mark 8:38) witness that we are Yours.

(Matthew 5:16; Philippians 2:15-16)

In the precious name of Jesus, Amen.



