
• The Bible is the inspired (God-breathed), inerrant (the truth 
without any mixture of error), and sufficient (everything we need) 
Word of God. The Bible is the standard by which we measure our 
lives and is therefore, the ultimate source of authority for life, 
faith, and morality (2 Timothy 3:16; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 4:12; 
6:18; 2 Peter 1:20-21).

• There is only one God. God is the Creator of everything that 
exists. He has eternally existed in community (Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit), which we refer to as the Trinity. He is personal, 
completely independent, forever unchangeable, ever-present, 
all-knowing, all-powerful, holy, righteous, loving, and self-
revealing (Exodus 3:14-15; Deuteronomy 6:4; Psalm 90:2; 139:7-
8; Isaiah 46:10; Matthew 3:16-17; 19:26; 28:19; Acts 17:24-25; 
Ephesians 4:4-6).

• Jesus is the eternal Son of God. He is coequal with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit. Jesus became human (the incarnation) 
through his conception by the Holy Spirit and his birth of the 
virgin Mary. He is fully God and fully man. He lived a perfect, 
sinless human life. He died as the substitutional atoning sacrifice 
for our sins and physically rose from the dead three days later 
demonstrating his power over Satan, sin, and death. He 
ascended into heaven and will return again to renew all things 
and establish his eternal kingdom. (Matthew 1:18, 23; John 14:1-
3; Acts 3:21; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Colossians 2:11-15; Hebrews 
4:15; Revelation 19-21).

• The Holy Spirit is coequal with the Father and the Son. The Holy 
Spirit testifies to the truth that Jesus is the Son of God, convicts
people of sin, and leads us to confession of Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. The Holy Spirit empowers the believer to resist sin and 
serve God. He empowers us with spiritual gifts for the purpose of 
building up and serving in and through the Church (John 15:26; 
16:8-11; Acts 5:3-4; Romans 8:1-17; 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 2:11; 
12:8-10, 28).

• Human beings are made in God’s image. Because of this, we 
possess inherent value and worth. Humans possess a free will, 
which we should have used to bring glory to God. However, we 
have used our freedom to disobey God and live for our own 
glory. The Bible calls this sin. Sin causes every human being to be 
separated from a holy and righteous God (Genesis 1:26-27;3; 
Psalm 14:3; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:8-10, 23; 6:23).
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• Salvation is a free gift of God’s grace appropriated by faith in 
Jesus. Salvation cannot be earned (morality, good works, church 
membership, baptism). It is a free gift. The gift can be received 
only by confessing that Jesus is Lord and trusting in his work 
alone to cover your sin. Faith in Jesus is the only way to be saved. 
Salvation is eternal and permanent, guaranteed by the Holy Spirit 
(John 6:39; 10:27-30; 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 6:23; 10:9-10; 
Ephesians 1:13-14; 2:8-9).

• We were created to exist forever. We will exist eternally separated 
from God by our sin or eternally with God because we have been 
forgiven of our sin by faith in Jesus. To be separated from God is 
hell. To be eternally with God is eternal life. Heaven and hell are 
real places of eternal conscious existence (John 3:16; 14:17; 
Romans 6:23; 8:17-18; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9; Revelation 20-22).

Statement on Marriage and Sexuality
We believe that all matters of faith and conduct must be 
evaluated on the basis of Holy Scripture, which is our infallible guide 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). Since the Bible does speak to the nature of 
human beings and their sexuality, it is imperative that we correctly 
understand and articulate what the Bible teaches on these matters.  
Based on the clear teachings in God’s Word, NorthPointe Church 
believes: 

• Marriage: Biblical marriage is defined as the permanent, 
exclusive, faithful union between one man and one woman that 
results in the two becoming “one flesh.” Though various cultures 
and customs have evolving definitions of marriage, it is God alone 
who has ultimate authority to prescribe and describe marriage by 
virtue of the fact that he created and designed it (Genesis 2:24; 
Matthew 19:1-9; Ephesians 5:22-33).

• Sexual Immorality: Sexual intimacy is only properly exercised 
and pursued within the confines of the marriage relationship. 
Therefore, all sexual acts outside of marriage are prohibited, 
including adultery, incest, pornography, prostitution, voyeurism, 
pedophilia, exhibitionism, sodomy, polygamy, polyamory, and 
same-sex sexual acts (Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 18:7-23;20:10-21; 
Deuteronomy 5:18; Matthew 5:27-28; 15:19; Romans 1:26-27; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 13:4).
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• Sexual Identity: God created human beings male and female, 
sexually different but with equal personal dignity. The Bible 
compels us to affirm our biological sex and refrain from any and 
all attempts to physically change, alter, or disagree with our 
predominant biological sex, including but not limited to elective 
sex reassignment, transvestite, and transgender acts or conduct 
(Genesis 1:26-28; Romans 1:26-32; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

• Sexual Orientation:  God created and ordered human sexuality 
to the permanent, exclusive, faithful union between one man and 
one woman that results in the two becoming “one flesh.” 
Consequently, members of NorthPointe Church must affirm the 
sexual complementarity of man and woman and resist any and all
same-sex sexual attractions and refrain from any and all same-sex 
sexual acts or conduct, which are intrinsically disordered (Genesis 
1:27; 2:24;Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10:5-9; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 
Ephesians 5:25-27).

• Sexual Redemption: The Bible is clear, that all have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God and should seek redemption 
through confession, repentance, and faith in Jesus Christ.  
Consequently, the Gospel provides redemption and restoration 
to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking mercy and 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. Furthermore, there is a 
difference between temptation and unrepentant sin. Jesus was 
tempted in all ways as we are, yet He never sinned. Members, 
employees, volunteers and attendees of NorthPointe Church 
wrestling with all manner of sexual temptation will find a Church 
ready to point them to Jesus and join with them to fight for their 
obedience to Christ. Jesus called the weary and heavy-burdened 
to Himself. As a church desiring to follow Jesus fully, the Church 
will be a safe place for men and women fighting sexual 
temptations of all kinds. For these fighting temptation, and 
repenting of sin, the Church will provide love, care and direction 
(Matthew 11:28-30; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 10:13; Ephesians 2:1-
10; Titus 3:3-7; Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14-16).

• Celibacy: The Bible grants two life-enhancing options for human 
sexual behavior: (1) the marital union of one man and one 
woman, and (2) celibacy. Either is a gift from God, given as He 
wills for His glory and the good of those who receive and rejoice 
in His gift to them. Celibacy and faithful singleness is to be 
celebrated and affirmed within this Church (Genesis 1:27-28; 
2:18, 21-24; Matthew 19:4-6; Romans 12:10; 1 Corinthians 7:1-8; 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13; 1 Timothy 5:1-2).
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NorthPointe’s Statement on Marriage and Sexuality does not 
provide grounds for bigotry, bullying, or hate, as we fully believe 
that every person must be shown compassion, love, kindness, 
respect and dignity, regardless of his or her lifestyle.  Hateful and 
harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to 
repudiated as sinful and are not in accordance with the Bible nor the 
beliefs of NorthPointe Church.

In order to preserve the function and integrity of NorthPointe Church 
as the local Body of Christ, and that all persons employed by 
NorthPointe Church in any capacity or united to NorthPointe Church 
in membership should abide by and agree to this “Statement on 
Marriage and Sexuality” and conduct themselves accordingly.

Statement on Life
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His 
image. Human life is of inestimable worth in all its dimensions, 
including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or mentally 
challenged, and every other stage of condition from conception 
through natural death. We are therefore called to defend, protect, 
and value all human life (Psalm 139).

Statement on Church Discipline
The threefold purpose of church discipline is to glorify God by 
maintaining purity in the local church (1 Corinthians 5:6), to edify 
believers by deterring sin and promoting purity (1 Timothy 5:20), 
and to promote the spiritual welfare of the offending believer by 
calling him or her to return to a biblical standard of doctrine and 
conduct (Galatians 6:1).

Church discipline is the process of confronting sin to achieve 
repentance and restoration. It is also intended to prevent 
unrestrained sin from spreading to others and protect the honor of 
Jesus Christ. The informal process of church discipline happens any 
time a believer confronts another believer about his or her sin and 
encourages repentance. The formal process of church discipline 
typically begins when the individual in sin is unwilling to repent over 
an extended period of time. Therefore, most formal church 
discipline is not as much about the sin as it is about the hard-hearted 
unwillingness to repent for sin. The process of church discipline 
concludes when the believer either repents or is formally removed 
from participating in the church. Additionally, those who 
intentionally stir up divisions in the church should be disciplined with 
greater swiftness. 
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The Church members who engage in conduct that violates Scripture 
as determined by the Lead Pastor and the Elders, shall be subject to 
church discipline, including dismissal according to Matthew 18:15-
18. Before such dismissal, however,

1) It shall be the duty of any member of this church who has 
knowledge of the erring individual's heresy or misconduct to 
warn and correct the erring individual in private seeking his 
or her repentance and restoration. If the erring individual 
does not heed this warning, then

2) The warning member shall again go to the erring 
individual, seeking his or her repentance, but accompanied 
by one or two individuals who shall confirm that the sin has 
occurred or is continuing to occur, and/or that the erring 
individual has been appropriately confronted and has 
refused to repent. The first and second warnings may occur 
with no specified time interval. If the erring individual still 
refuses to heed this warning, then

3) It shall be brought to the attention of the Lead Pastor and 
the Elders.   If the Lead Pastor and the Elders determine after 
thorough investigation, that there is evidence that the 
individual in question has sinned or is continuing to sin, that 
he or she has been appropriately confronted, and that he or 
she has refused to repent, then the Lead Pastor and the 
Elders shall inform the church in order that they may call the 
erring individual to repentance. If the erring individual 
demonstrates repentance, then the church will be informed 
of this and encouraged to forgive and restore the erring 
individual. If, however, the erring individual does not repent 
in response to the church in its collective call to repentance, 
then

4) He or she shall be publicly dismissed from the fellowship 
and/or membership of the church at a special called 
Members Meeting or a regularly scheduled worship service. 
If the erring individual, after this dismissal, heeds the 
warnings, demonstrates repentance, and requests 
reinstatement before the Lead Pastor and the Elders, then he 
or she shall be publicly restored to all the rights, duties, 
privileges, and responsibilities of fellowship and/or 
membership. 
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The Lead Pastor and the Elders, at their discretion, may proceed 
directly to the third stage of church discipline (informing the church 
in order that they may call the erring individual to repentance) or to 
the fourth stage of church discipline (dismissing the erring individual 
from the fellowship and/or membership of the church) when one or 
more of the following have occurred:

1) Where the transgression and the refusal to repent have 
been public, i.e. openly and to the offense of the whole 
church (1 Corinthians 5:1-5)

2) Where the disciplined person has taught or otherwise 
disseminated doctrine deemed false or erroneous by the 
Lead Pastor and the Elders, and then chosen to disregard the 
direction and reproof of the Lead Pastor and the Elders 
(Romans 16:17); or

3) Where the disciplined party has been warned twice to 
cease from factious and divisive conduct and has chosen to 
disregard that warning (Titus 3:10-11).

Statement of Final Authority on Matters of Faith and Conduct
The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. 
The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that 
speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the 
proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that 
we believe. For purposes of NorthPointe Church’s faith, doctrine, 
practice, policy, and discipline, our Lead Pastor in conjunction 
with the Elders is the Church’s final interpretive authority on the 
Bible’s meaning and application.
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