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Teacher Notes






Journey Purpose Statement

The Journey exists to give the people of South Florida the best opportunity to become fully developing followers of Jesus by…

Inviting them to an intimate relationship with God,

Connecting them in healthy relationships with other Christians,

Guiding them toward an authentic commitment to God,

Involving them in life-changing ministry and mission in our city and the world that they may

Honor God completely.

__________


At The Journey we fulfill the Purpose Statement through 2 types of meetings:

· Large Group (Sunday Service)		
· Small Group (Growth Group)

“(They met) day after day, in the Temple courts 
and from house to house.” - Acts 5:42

*We believe Journey University enhances the Sunday Service and Growth Groups.

· More Information + No Application =    More Immaturity	


More Information + More Application = More Maturity


The Difference Maker Seminar

GOALS FOR THIS SEMINAR:


We want you to walk away from this seminar with…

· An urgency to help others come to Christ

· The confidence to share your faith without fear

· The ability to write and share your personal testimony

· Practical and proven methods for talking with someone about Jesus



ADDITIONAL PERSONAL GOALS:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

WHY GOD WANTS ME TO BE A 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

6.5 Million People live in South Florida.

500,000 People live within a 10-mile radius of our church.

17% Never been to church (#1 in the nation).

63% Unaffiliated with any religion (more than doubled 2000-2010).

83% “Lost” and living apart from the hope of Jesus.

11% are Evangelical Christian.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 
And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—
in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
 - Acts 1:8


I AM A MISSIONARY


WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO SHARE MY FAITH?


“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.”  - Romans 6:23

 “But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? 
And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 
And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? 
That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, 
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”
   - Romans 10:14-15

More Bible verses about sharing your faith…

“Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him – but some of them still doubted! Jesus came and told his disciples, ‘I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’”  - Matthew 28:16-20

 “We are Christ's ambassadors, and God is using us to speak to you. 
We urge you, as though Christ himself were here pleading with you, 
‘Be reconciled to God!’” - 2 Corinthians 5:20

“For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes…” 
- Romans 1:16

“Now stand up! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and my witness. You are to tell the world about this experience and about other times I will appear to you.” - Acts 26:16




WARNING: We don’t do the Saving, Jesus does! 



“Jesus told him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.
 No one can come to the Father except through me.’”
 - John 14:6





THE EASIEST WAY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

	
Invite The People In My Life To Church

“But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News
	 about the wonderful grace of God.”  - Acts 20:24


One simple question with incredible implications:
Will you come to church with me?


50% of those you invite will join you the first time you ask.

75% will come when offered a second or third invitation.

100% will at least appreciate the thought even if they decline.


TWO INVITATIONS THAT CHANGED HISTORY
“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of these men who heard what John said and then followed Jesus. Andrew went to find his brother, Simon, and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which means “Christ”). 
Then Andrew brought Simon to meet Jesus. Looking intently at Simon, Jesus said, ‘Your name is Simon, son of John—but you will be called Cephas’ (which means “Peter”). The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Come, follow me.’ Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter’s hometown. Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the very person Moses and the prophets wrote about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ ‘Nazareth!’ exclaimed Nathanael. ‘Can anything good come from Nazareth?’ ‘Come and see for yourself,’ Philip replied. As they approached, Jesus said, ‘Now here is a genuine son of Israel—a man of complete integrity.’ ‘How do you know about me?’ Nathanael asked. Jesus replied, ‘I could see you under the fig tree before Philip found you.’ Then Nathanael exclaimed ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the King of Israel!’”
 - John 1:40-49

Four Keys to A Powerful Invitation

1. Believe that Jesus can change lives.

2. Recognize that God wants to use me.

3. Identify the people God wants me to invite to church.

4. Care enough to extend an invitation.



The Best Time For An Invitation

1. Easter

2. A Big Day 

3. Topic Specific Messages





“Live wisely among those who are not believers, 
and make the  most of every opportunity.” 
- Colossians 4:5







THREE TOOLS FOR SHARING YOUR FAITH


 1. The Romans Road


The Road to Salvation - Five Guideposts

Guidepost One – Romans 3:23

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.”


Guidepost Two – Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 
through Christ Jesus our Lord.”


Guidepost Three – Romans 5:8

“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for 
us while we were still sinners.”


Guidepost Four – Romans 10:9-10

“If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.”


Guidepost Five – Romans 10:13

“For everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.”

2. Personal Testimony 



Three Essential Elements of Storytelling

1. Confirm My Story.


“If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your 
faith that you are saved.”
 - Romans 10:9-10



2. Complete My Story.


As you begin to write out your testimony, remember:

1. Be concise and simple in wording.

2. Avoid religious clichés or God-talk.

3. Be direct and to the point.

4. 2 to 4 minutes is preferred. 3 minutes is ideal.

5. Emphasize aspects of your story that will relate to your friend.







My life before becoming a Christian:
*What was your life like before you met Christ?
*What was most important to you?
*What substitute for God did you use to find meaning in your life? 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How I Became a Christian:
*What significant steps led up to your conversion?
*How did God get your attention?
*What motivated you?  *Where did it happen? Be specific.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My Life After Becoming a Christian:
*How did your life begin to change after you received Christ? 
*What benefits have you experienced or felt? 
*How has Jesus helped you change for the better? Give a current example.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

3. Commit My Story To God


“Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. 
And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, 
always be ready to explain it.” - 1 Peter 3:15




































3. The Bridge


“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 
through Christ Jesus our Lord.” - Romans 6:23
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Conclusion

Will You Answer the Call?


“Then I heard the Lord asking, ‘Whom should I send as a messenger 
to this people? Who will go for us?’ I said, ‘Here I am. Send me.’”
- Isaiah 6:8



Family Members who don’t have relationship with Jesus:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Co-workers who don’t have relationship with Jesus:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Friends who don’t have a relationship with Jesus:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who else do I see every day who may not know Jesus?
(Starbucks, Gym, Lunch, etc.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________


“For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body.
Because we understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, 
we work hard to persuade others.”
- 2 Corinthians 5:10-11
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