
rather to take time, to listen with 

holy ears, to rationalize with our 

God given gift of reason, and to  

pray for guidance with faithful  

hearts. 

Some may have heard that some 

of our Admin.  Council members 

have been discerning something 

called “Simplified Accountability 

Structure” (SAS).  This is some-

thing we are discerning now and 

we will be sharing more as we 

learn what this looks like. SAS is 

a model of church governance 

that would replace our current 

Administrative Council Model. It 

would be a means to help GUMC 

focus on our mission as a church, 

it would help us to become more 

efficient with the Administration 

of church business, and help to 

free up our time and energy to 

engage more of our members in 

Christian ministry and programs 

that connect us better to our 

mission. So we ask for your pray-

ers, as we learn, and we will also 

be asking your to think with us as 

we move in our discernment of 

where God is calling GUMC to 

move.    

In Judges Chapter 6, it tells  of 

God’s call to Gideon to help 

save Israel.  This was some-

thing new for Gideon, and   

Gideon, needed to discern if 

this was truly God’s call on his 

life or not, so he laid out a 

fleece and asked God to make 

only the fleece wet with dew 

but the rest of the ground dry.  

And God did it, the next even-

ing, Gideon asked God to make 

all the ground wet with dew but  

to keep the fleece dry, and God 

did that also.  And Gideon knew 

that God was in deed calling 

him out to rise up to help be a 

defender of Israel. 

As I know that some have 

heard in the news, there will be 

changes coming to the United 

Methodist Church.  The Global 

Methodist Church has been 

forming over the past few years 

and have announced that they 

plan to pull away from the Unit-

ed Methodist Church.  This is a 

call for a time of prayer and 

discernment for the whole 

church. 

Additionally, the Harrisonburg 

District is also moving into a 

time of transition and change 

also.  This past year  Harrison-

burg and Winchester districts 

have become a bi-district, with 

a vote coming up at annual 

conference to move from 16 

districts to just 8 in all of the 

Virginia Conference.  The pro-

posed name of our new district 

is the Shenandoah River Dis-

trict.      

We are also emerging from the 

past two years from the pan-

demic and so much social and 

political turmoil in our country 

and the world. And we as a 

congregation are in a time of 

discernment trying how to 

move forward once again in our 

mission and growth as Grottoes 

UMC in the midst of these oth-

er changes happening around 

us. 

I want to let you know that 1st, 

I am not worried.  I believe in 

my heart that there are times 

that we need to move with 

change.  I also acknowledge 

that change can be difficult 

because it is unfamiliar and 

can elevate anxiety.  Given that 

we live in a time of elevated 

anxiety in general, that can 

make it feel like we are facing  

Goliath standing in front of us.   

But this is why it is so im-

portant for the church as a 

whole, and for us as a congre-

gation, to hold on and not scat-

ter because of our anxiety.  But 

The Pastor’s Corner 

Watch Out! Our Children & Youth are on the Move! 

 If you have been  

looking at your bulletins or the 

announcements, you have 

probably   noticed that  our 

Deep Blue & Deeper  Blue Girls 

Youth have been busy!  They 

have been collecting change 

donations for a Shriner       

Hospital, that have taken up 

donations of Socks and Under-

wear for the Open Doors    

Thermal Shelter in Harrison-

burg.  And they have been  

taking time to go visit some of 

the local assisted  living/    

nursing care facilities in our 

area to share hand made   

carnations with residents. 

 It is both exciting and 

refreshing to see our young 

people engaging in ministries 

beyond our church walls;    

moving into the community to 

share the love of Jesus Christ 

with others.     

In a time when we commonly 

hear that young people are    
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4/10 -     Sunday School,        
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4/17-  Sunday School 
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4/25 -  Knitting group 
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4/26 -  Deeper Blue Girls 
 
4/28 -  Deep Blue Children 
 
 
 turning away from faith and the 

church, we look to these young 

Christian ambassadors and   

leaders, and we can begin to see 

that   is not necessarily the case.  

Let us thank the leaders and 

Mentors who have felt God’s call 

to assist & guide these young     

people. 



to date: $20,612 

What we needed to have year 

to date to be on target for our 

annual goal: $28,657. 

Therefore we are about 

$8,045 behind on budget. 

We have had some low offer-

ing Sundays, and we are still 

not quite back to our attend-

ance levels as we were prior 

to the pandemic, although we 

are slowly increasing our 

worship attendance. 

If anyone is able to give a 

little bit of a second mile 

giving, to help  us close the 

$8,045 gap, this will help us 

towards meeting our annual 

budget goal, it will help us 

pay our conference appor-

tionments up to date. 

 

Over the course of the past 

two months, we have seen 

some positive things & some 

less than encouraging mo-

ments.  In general we are 

hitting about our average 

percentage at this time of 

year on our budget which is 

about 20-28% behind on our 

budget.  While we do have 

room to improve on this per-

centage as we move forward. 

We are still maintaining .   

The greatest area of our fi-

nancial concern is paying our 

conference apportionments. 

The following is where we are 

as of 4/9/2022: 

Annual Budget goal: 

$120,871 

What we have received Year 

GUMC Church App is Here! 

You can now download our 

new Grottoes UMC Church 

App on your Apple iphone, or 

android device through the 

Apple App Store, Google play 

store, or Amazon App Store. 

The app will assist you in 

keeping up with the church 

calendar, you can watch 

livestream services, and re-

ceive church communications 

and notifications right 

through the app.  The Church 

app is a means to improve 

our communications and 

even share who we are and 

what we  do at Grottoes UMC 

beyond out church walls. 

Pastor Brian will be available 

after worship services to as-

sist you in downloading or 

learning how to use the new 

app.  

300 4th St. Grottoes, Va. 24441 

 

P.O. Box 5, Grottoes, Va. 24441 (mailing) 

Phone:(540) 249-4239 

E-mail: gumcsec@ymail.com 

website: www.grottoesumc.org 

Grottoes United 

Methodist Church 

  

The United Methodist Mission Statement is: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the                 

transformation of the world.” 

 

The Grottoes Vision Statement is: 

“Grottoes UMC is a faith community that shares 

God’s gifts of love and hope through: 

Uplifting worship, Acts of Compassion, 

Spiritual growth & fellowship, Service to others” 

GUMC Finance Report 

Worship livestream 

On Facebook -  Grottoes United Methodist Church 

MARCH  Birthdays 

Adam Teter 4/3 

Duddy Jenkins 4/17 

Jane Berger 4/22 

Anniversaries 

Wes & Lisa Teter 4/9 

Dennis & Peggy Farnback4/9 

Adam & Amber Frye 4/29 

WesleyOne Internet Radio Ministry 

www.wesleyone.faith 

Kits for Conferenc 

From Sunday 4/10/2022 

through May 22, 2022, we 

will be collecting and putting 

together Hygiene Kits for an-

nual Conference.  We have 

set this year’s goal at 50 kits.  

Please see the display in the 

sanctuary to pick up a tag for 

items to contribute. 


