
that all of you be in agreement 

and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be unit-

ed in the same mind and the 

same purpose. “ 

Paul seems to understand the 

importance of being connected 

together as a community in Jesus 

Christ.  And Paul also knows that 

because of various reasons, such 

as conflict, disagreements, losing 

passion for the mission and vi-

sion of the life that we share 

together as a community effect 

everyone, not just one or two 

people. 

To be connected in our relation-

ships with God and each other, 

we must find ways to foster  our 

connectedness and to make 

ways for others to feel connected 

to us.   

While I recognize that many are 

still being safe, I want to encour-

age everyone not to become 

complacent with being discon-

nected. As the body of Christ we 

each one need each other. 

What is it that makes one feel 

a connection with someone 

else or a group of people, or 

with God? What does it mean 

to really feel connected to a 

church family, a community, to 

friends, and what does it mean 

to be really connected to our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  I think this is 

a question many people experi-

ence, and a struggle many are 

wrestling with today. 

When I think back to the times 

in my life when I felt most con-

nected to my church family and 

to God, it was when I was ac-

tive in the life of what was go-

ing on. I was active in Sunday 

School, Youth Group, Worship, 

ministries, and the fellowship  

that we had in our church, like 

retreats, camping trips, sharing 

meals, picnics.  

For me, my connection was 

understood because I was 

loved, accepted, and there was 

a place for me to play a role in 

the life of the community. Even 

as a child, there were minis-

tries, and learning opportuni-

ties that engaged my mind and 

my heart and I along with   

others were able to put that 

into action in various types of 

ministries. 

As Humans we were made to 

be connected to others, but 

most importantly, to God. 

If I had to describe what     

connection is, iI would say that 

it is a sense of peace, belong-

ing and purpose one feels,  and 

it is also commitment and disci-

pline for each person to do 

their part in the connection. 

Connection is an emotional, 

spiritual and a physical tie that 

binds us to one another and to 

God.  As a church we recognize 

and celebrate out connection 

to God and each other through 

our covenant that we make at 

our baptism and when we join 

the church. 

Over the past two years now, 

we have felt disconnected, we 

have grieved and complained 

that our connection in the 

church was interrupted. And 

even now with the fear that 

many folks are feeling about 

the COVID19 virus and the 

variants, we still feel discon-

nected from one another, de-

spite the fact we have returned 

to regular in person worship 

services 

Paul writes in  1 Corinthians 

1:10, “Now I appeal to you, 

brothers and sisters, by the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The Pastor’s Corner 

The New Grottoes UMC Church App for your Smart Phone 

Coming in the two weeks! 

In an effort to assist is bringing 
some new technology to help 
church members, and prospec-
tive new members to become 
connected to Grottoes UMC, we 
have been preparing to launch 
a new Grottoes UMC Church 
App for your smartphone or 
mobile device, available 
through the Apple App Store or 
Google Play Store.  The app will 
allow  you to do the following: 

 Stay Up to date wit church 
calendar. 

 Connect to the Grottoes 
Facebook Page 

 Watch the worship live 
stream on the app, and 
watch our archived media 
library. 

 Submit prayer requests, 

baptismal requests, and 

inquire about New mem-

bership . 

 Connect to volunteer or 

Grottoes United Methodist Church  

Pew News! 

In This Edition: 
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Pastor Brian 
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February 2022  
Church Calendar 

 
2/1 - Deeper Blue - 4:30pm 
 
2/3 - Deep Blue children’s 
 ministry -  5:30pm 
 
2/6 - Sunday School 9:00am 
       - Worship - 10:00am 
 
2/7 - Administrative Council     
          meeting - 6:00p.m. 
 
2/8 - Deeper Blue - 4:30 pm 
 
2/10 - Deep Blue children  
          ministry - 5:30pm 
 
2/13-Sunday School 9:00am 
       - Worship - 10:00am 
 
2/14 - VALENTINE”S DAY! 
 
2/15 - Deeper Blue - 4:30pm 
 
2/17 - Deep Blue children  
            ministry - 5:30pm 
 
2/20-Sunday School 9:00am 
        - Worship - 10:00am 
 
2/22 - Deeper Blue - 4:30pm 
 
2/24 - Deep Blue children  
             ministry - 5:30pm 
 
2/27-Sunday School 9:00am 
       - Worship - 10:00am 
 
 
 
 

find or start a small group/ 

study group 

 Listen to WesleyOne internet 

radio (Christian Music) 

 Keep up with your Bible 

reading plan on the go! 

 Give your tithe and offering 

for the online giving  option. 

 Be a part of a church chat 

group 

Stay tuned for the release date!  



Which means we are        

currently behind -39.15% of 

meeting our financial target. 

In dollars that equals to 

$4,960. 

To meet our financial goal for 

February 14, 2022, we would 

need a total received in gifts 

and offering of $6,040. 

While I recognize that our 

worship numbers are down at 

this time, and many are   

staying at home to be safe 

during this uptick in COVID 

cases, we have not  lost a 

many in our membership.  I 

would like to encourage you, 

if you do not send checks in 

the mail directly to the 

church, or through the     

offering box on Sunday  

mornings, please consider 

participating in the our online 

giving opportunities through 

“Subsplash Giving”.  This is a 

Due to snow on January 16th, 

worship was cancelled, which 

has led to a decrease in  

offering for that Sunday.  

January also had a 5th     

Sunday, which we tend to see 

less giving on 5th Sundays.   

Our estimated needed     

offering per Week is about 

$2,500.00.  Due to the    

reasons named we have  

fallen a little behind our   

January financial goals.  

For the year, to meet our 

2022 budget, we need a total 

of $120,871  

As Of February 7, 2022 we 

have received : $7,710 

To be on target as of        

February 7, 2022 we needed: 

$12,670. 

secure and encrypted means 

to give  electronically to 

GUMC. You can use debit/

credit cards or you can use 

ACH electronic bank transfer 

directly from your desired 

bank account. You can even 

set up your regular offering to 

come out on a scheduled 

basis each week, every other 

week, or monthly.  

Please note the following: 

processing fee amounts: 

Credit/Debit Cards: 2.3% 

processing rate + $0.30 

transaction fee 

ACH (BankAcount): 1%     

processing rate + $0.00      

transaction fee 

You have the option whether 

you would like to have the 

processing fees added to 

your giving amount or have 

GUMC Cover it. Either is OK. 

300 4th St. Grottoes, Va. 24441 

 

P.O. Box 5, Grottoes, Va. 24441 (mailing) 

Phone:(540) 249-4239 

E-mail: gumcsec@ymail.com 

website: www.grottoesumc.org 

Grottoes United 

Methodist Church 

  

The United Methodist Mission Statement is: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the                 

transformation of the world.” 

 

The Grottoes Vision Statement is: 

“Grottoes UMC is a faith community that shares 

God’s gifts of love and hope through: 

Uplifting worship, Acts of Compassion, 

Spiritual growth & fellowship, Service to others” 

GUMC Finance Report 

Worship livestream 

On Facebook -  Grottoes United Methodist Church 

January Birthdays 

Dale Spitzer 2/10 

Brooklyn Frye 2/10 

Justin Nolen 2/16 

Tim Leeth 2/20 

Savannah Hensley 2/21 

Sierra Hensley 2/21 

Ramona Leeth 2/24 

Karson May 2/27 

Anniversaries 

Pastor Brian & Kara  - 2/14 

WesleyOne Internet Radio Ministry 

www.wesleyone.faith 


