
body of Christ,  13 until all of us 

come to the unity of the faith and 

of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to maturity, to the measure 

of the full stature of Christ.  14 We 

must no longer be children, 

tossed to and fro and blown 

about by every wind of doctrine, 

by people's trickery, by their craft-

iness in deceitful scheming.  15 

But speaking the truth in love, we 

must grow up in every way into 

him who is the head, into 

Christ…” 

Right now! I believe the world 

desperately needs the Church 

to raise up, and speak up as 

peacemakers. To emphasize 

the importance and impact 

that loving one’s neighbors 

truly can  have in the world.  

The truth that Christ showed 

humanity is that Love can 

conquer all, even death. It is 

in the power of Christ’s love  

that the world transformed.   

     

11 days ago, the world        

witnessed the unthinkable. 

Russia’s invasion of the largest 

country (other than Russia) in 

Europe, Ukraine.  The world sits 

on edge pondering if this will 

lead to WW3. Due to the vari-

ous Geopolitical relationships 

that exist in the world, we once 

again see nations and citizens 

raising up in support of 

Ukraine. In some cases there 

are countries that also support 

Russia’s actions. For those who 

lived through WW2, the pro-

spects of war on such a cata-

clysmic scale is horrific. Not 

since my youth have I ever had 

to be overly concerned with 

Nuclear weapons being used 

against others.  I have tried to 

explain what living in that ten-

sion was like to Madison.   

When we get to the bottom line 

of all of this, we have to ask the 

question, why is killing, wars, 

and violence seem so neces-

sary? And the short answer is 

because of the sin that remains 

in the human hearts.  

Something like a punch thrown 

in a dispute at school, all the 

way up to armed conflict, most 

often arises out of greed, need 

for power, control, or influence. 

While we see what patriotism 

can inspire, as we see the 

Ukrainian people galvanized to 

work together in ways that re-

minds us of efforts even in our 

country during WW2.  There is 

on the other end of that spec-

trum, nationalism and pride, 

that can lead people to think of 

themselves as better than or 

more superior than others.  

We have seen the attitudes of 

pride prevail allover the world 

throughout history.  But over 

the past two years, we have 

experienced the pride of one 

person clash with the pride of 

another, this has come to head  

in the United States time and 

time again with regard to race 

relations, LGBTQ rights,        

immigration, and the refugees 

who have been displaced be-

cause of war and violence. 

At this point in history there is 

much unrest, there is much 

pride which has led to divisions 

between people and even in 

the church. 

 Ephesians 4:11-15  “The 

gifts he gave were that some 

would be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, 

some pastors and teachers,  12 

to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry, for building up the 

The Pastor’s Corner 

The New Grottoes UMC Church App for your Smart Phone 

Coming in the two weeks! 

In an effort to assist is bringing 
some new technology to help 
church members, and prospec-
tive new members to become 
connected to Grottoes UMC, we 
have been preparing to launch 
a new Grottoes UMC Church 
App for your smartphone or 
mobile device. There was a 
delay in the Apps getting to the 
App stores, but they should be 
available in the next week or 
two. The app will allow  you to 

do the following: 

 Stay Up to date wit church 
calendar. 

 Connect to the Grottoes 
Facebook Page 

 Watch the worship live 
stream on the app, and 
watch our archived media 
library. 

 Submit prayer requests, 
baptismal requests, and 
inquire about New mem-
bership . 

 Connect to volunteer or 

Grottoes United Methodist Church  
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3/6 - Sunday School 9:00am 
       - Worship - 10:00am 
 
3/7 - Knitting -  1:30p.m 
          Administrative Council     
          meeting - 6:00p.m. 
          ERMA Food Pantry 
 
3/8 - Deeper Blue - 4:30 pm 
 
3/10 - Deep Blue children  
          ministry - 5:30pm 
 
3/13-Sunday School 9:00am 
       - Worship - 10:00am 
 
3/14 - Knitting - 1:30p.m. 
           ERMA Food Pantry 
 
3/15 - Deeper Blue - 4:30pm 
 
3/17 - Deep Blue children  
            ministry - 5:30pm 
 
3/20-Sunday School 9:00am 
        - Worship - 10:00am 
3/21 - knitting - 1:30p.m. 
           ERMA Food Pantry 
 
3/22 - Deeper Blue - 4:30pm 
 
3/24 - Deep Blue children  
             ministry - 5:30pm 
 
3/27-Sunday School 9:00am 
       - Worship - 10:00am 
 
3/28 - knitting—1:30p.m. 
           ERMA Food Pantry 
 
 
 

find or start a small group/ 
study group 

 Listen to WesleyOne internet 
radio (Christian Music) 

 Keep up with your Bible 
reading plan on the go! 

 Give your tithe and offering 
for the online giving  option. 

 Be a part of a church chat 
group 

Stay tuned for the release date!  



past few weeks have started 

to look a little better, but, 

there is still much more need-

ed in order to meet our goal 

of 100% budget for 2022. 

Our 2022 budget goal is 

$120,871.  as of February 

27, we have received  

$13,754 so far this year,  we 

are now –20.26% behind on 

our budget ,  which translates 

to $3,494 behind for the 

year.  

Our weekly goals to meet for 

March are as follows: 

3/6 - $2,650 
3/13 - $1,881 
3/20 - $1,629 
3/27 - $2,102 
 
 I would like to encourage 
you, if you do not send 
checks in the mail directly to 
the church, or through the     
offering box on Sunday  
mornings, please consider 

As we enter March, it seems 

that we are exiting some of 

the colder weather and snow, 

which helps with more con-

sistency in worship attend-

ance.  Additionally COVID19 

reports in our area are report-

ing very low cases in our ar-

ea, meaning that the threat 

that COVID19 once posed is 

essentially decreased       

significantly over the last 

month.  

With these two realities upon 

us. The hope is that we can 

begin to gather more consist-

ently for worship services 

once again, and our attend-

ance will reflect this reality 

especially as the tempera-

tures continue to get warmer. 

Our budget numbers over the 

participating in the our online 
giving opportunities through 
“Subsplash Giving”.  This is a 
secure and encrypted means 
to give  electronically to 
GUMC. You can use debit/
credit cards or you can use 
ACH electronic bank transfer 
directly from your desired 
bank account. You can even 
set up your regular offering to 
come out on a scheduled 
basis each week, every other 
week, or monthly.  

Please note the following: 

processing fee amounts: 

Credit/Debit Cards: 2.3% 

processing rate + $0.30 

transaction fee 

ACH (Bank Account): 1%     

processing rate + $0.00      

transaction fee 

You have the option whether 

you would like to have the 

processing fees added to 

your giving amount or have 

300 4th St. Grottoes, Va. 24441 

 

P.O. Box 5, Grottoes, Va. 24441 (mailing) 

Phone:(540) 249-4239 

E-mail: gumcsec@ymail.com 

website: www.grottoesumc.org 

Grottoes United 

Methodist Church 

  

The United Methodist Mission Statement is: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the                 

transformation of the world.” 

 

The Grottoes Vision Statement is: 

“Grottoes UMC is a faith community that shares 

God’s gifts of love and hope through: 

Uplifting worship, Acts of Compassion, 

Spiritual growth & fellowship, Service to others” 

GUMC Finance Report 

Worship livestream 

On Facebook -  Grottoes United Methodist Church 

MARCH  Birthdays 

Mandy Leeth 3/3 

Catherine Steger 3/26 

Rob Fahrney 3/26 

Reagan Nolen 3/31 

 

Anniversaries 

Brad & Beth Teter – 3/6 

David & Jane Cline – 3/10 

WesleyOne Internet Radio Ministry 

www.wesleyone.faith 

GUMC Cover it. Either is OK. 

In the upcoming weeks, the 

new Grottoes UMC Church 

App will be available to down-

load through Apple or Google. 

Online giving is build into the 

app, making it even easier to 

give. 


