5-Day Devotional: Bearing Fruit in Christ

Day 1: Love That Serves

Reading: John 13:1-17
Devotional:

Jesus didn't just teach about love—He demonstrated
it by washing His disciples' feet. This act of humble
service reveals the heart of Christian love: it reaches
down, serves sacrificially, and meets needs regard-
less of status. Today, consider who God has placed
in your life that needs your love. Is there someone
difficult to love? Someone who has hurt you? Re-
member, agape love says, "l love you because of
who | am, not because of who you are." Jesus loved
us while we were yet sinners.

Ask yourself: Whom have | stopped serving? Whom

do'lneedito . forgive? True love compels us beyond

our comfort zones to serve others as Christ served
us.

Application: |dentify one person who is difficult to
loveiandpertorm one specific act of service for them
this week.
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Day 2: Joy in the Storm
Reading: Acts 16:16-34

Devotional:

Paul and Silas sat in prison, beaten and bound, yet
at midnight they sang praises to God. Their joy
wasn't dependent on circumstances but rooted In
knowing God's faithfulness. As Christians, we're
called to be thermostats, not thermometers—we set
the spiritual temperature rather than merely reflecting
it. People are watching how you respond when life
gets hard. Will they see panic or praise? Your joy in
difficulty becomes a lighthouse to those lost in
darkness. Joy isn't denial of pain; it's confidence in
God's sovereignty despite the pain. When you've
experienced God's faithfulness through past storms,
you can sing in present ones.

Application: List three past victories where God
proved faithful. When facing difficulty this week,
recall these moments and choose praise over
complaint.
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Day 3: Peace Through Surrender

Reading: Genesis 26:12-25

Devotional:

|Isaac faced repeated injustice as enemies filled his
wells with dirt. Each time, rather than fighting, he
moved on and dug another well. Isaac understood a
powerful truth: you don't have to win every argument.
Peace often requires surrendering our right to be
right. When we wrestle with difficult people, we both
get dirty—but only they enjoy it. God sees every
Injustice, every slight, every wrong done against you.
He will fight for you. Your job is to maintain peace.
Like Abigail who "made haste" to prevent conflict, we
should run toward reconciliation, not away from it.
Are you a peacemaker or a peace-breaker?

Application: |dentify one argument or conflict you
needtosurrender. Choose peace over being right,
trusting God to vindicate you.
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Day 4: Patience Like a Farmer

Reading: Romans 10:14-21; James 5:7-11

Devotional:

"All day long | held out my hand to a disobedient and
contrary people." God's patience with humanity
spans the entire Old Testament—39 books of
extended grace. Yet we struggle to give people a
second chance. Patience requires us to think like
farmers: we plant seeds, water them, and wait
without constantly digging them up to check
progress. People in your life are growing at different
rates. That person who frustrates you may simply
need more time. Remember when you needed
patience? Remember when God gave you chance
after chance? Extend that same grace. Patience is
part of God's core character, and as His children, it
should become part of ours.

Application: Think of someone who frustrates you.
Committo "farming" them—praying daily and waiting
patiently for growth without criticism.
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Day 5: Faithfulness Through Seasons

Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8

Devotional:

Paul declared, "l have fought the good fight, | have
finished the race, | have kept the faith." Faithfulness
isn't about never having bad days—it's about
showing up through all the days. You've had good
days and hard days, but even in difficulty, God still
holds the pen writing your story. If His purpose for
your life were complete, He'd call you home. Since
you're still here, He's not finished with you yet.

Faithfulness is built one step, one season, one
heartache, one victory at a time. It's looking at the
totality of what God has done and trusting Him with
what He's still doing. Keep showing up. Keep
pressing forward. Your faithfulness glorifies God.

Application: Write down three ways God has been
faithful to you. When you feel like quitting this week,
read this list and choose to keep going.
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Conclusion: The Fruit Check

As you complete this devotional journey, remember:
God didn't call us simply to memorize the fruit of the
Spirit—He called us to BE fruitful. These qualities
should be visible evidence that we've been
transformed by Christ. Self-control holds all these
fruits together like a bridle controls a powerful horse.
Let God's Word control your responses, your
reactions, and your relationships.

Final Reflection Question: What fruit needs the
most growth in your life right now? Commit to
focusing on that fruit, allowing the Holy Spirit to
cultivate it in you daily.

‘By-thissmy. Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit and so prove to be my disciples." (John 15:8)



