Stand Against

Throughout scripture, we see that as
followers of Jesus Christ, we have an enemy,
whose name is Satan. The question is, do we
know our enemy? It is easy to make critical
mistakes in how we go about standing
against the enemy's plans and lies.
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WEEK THREE
We give him far too much credit

Message Passage: James 1:13-15, Gal 5:19-21, Eph 4:20-24, Gen 3:14-15, & Rev 20:1-3
Small Group Passage: James 4:7-10

TEACHING AND VIDEO NOTES




How do we go about treating the enemy as a real threat while not living in fear? For
one thing, we do not give him easy opportunities to lead us astray.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

When you think about spiritual warfare and Satan, which “extreme” (ignoring his
existence or fearful victim) do you see as more common?

Have you ever seen either extreme play out in your own life or in church culture?
What did that look like?

How does taking ownership of our own fallen, sinful nature change the way we view
our struggle against the Enemy?

How does knowing that Satan is a “defeated foe” affect how we face temptation and
hardship?

READ: James 4:7-10
Vs 7 How do we resist the devil? We submit ourselves to God. The key is that this can

not be a partial submission. We must fully submit ourselves to God. What areas of life
are tempting to hold onto and not fully submit to God?

. Vs 8 “Come near to God, and he will come near to you.” We are meant to have a

growing relationship with God the Father. One in which we draw near to Him. What
are some habits, events, or seasons that have helped you draw near to God and know
him more?

Vs 8-9 James makes it abundantly clear that confession must be a part of our lives if
we are to draw near to God and resist the devil. Why is confession, especially regular
confession, indispensable when it comes to standing against the enemy's plans?

Passage Context for 2 Corinthians 2:5-11: “Someone in the Corinthian church had
publicly opposed and sinned against Paul (see 2:5-10), so he wanted to avoid a
painful visit like his previous one (2:1). Therefore, Paul had written a tearful letter to
them from an anguished heart so that they could deal with the sin, have their joy
restored, and know of Paul's abundant love for them (2:3-4). Paul insists that the
person had caused harm not so much to him but to the whole church (2:5). But he
acknowledges that the Corinthians had exercised church discipline (punishment)
against the person, so apparently the man had repented (2:6). Now it was time to



restore this repentant brother by comforting him, forgiving him, and reaffirming
their love for him so that he wouldn't be overwhelmed by excessive grief (2:7-8)."

READ: 2 Corinthians 2:5-11
8. Vs 11 - How might Satan use the choice to refuse mercy and forgiveness to outwit us?
PRAYER TIME
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