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Thought-full‌Page‌ ‌

Dear Cheney UMC ‌Friends,‌As many of you know, the Men's Soccer World Cup is currently taking place in Canada, Mexico,and the United States. Every four years, the world comes together to experience the joy andbeauty of the game. I love that about this sport.‌ ‌For a moment, people of different nations, languages, religions, and political convictions gatheraround something they share. But this month, I've found myself thinking about something else:the Jesus we often see displayed by athletes and celebrities.‌One of the German players, Felix Nmecha, knelt on the field and thanked God in prayer. In manyways, I find that beautiful. I am always moved when people speak openly about their faith. Butover the years, I've noticed a pattern.‌Again and again, a professional athlete, singer, or actor publicly proclaims their faith in Jesus.And that is wonderful. Sometimes it is deeply genuine and inspiring. Yet when I listen morecarefully, it often seems to be the same version of Jesus:‌ ‌A Jesus who is evangelical, fundamentalist, exclusive,‌ ‌        ‌and at times even hostile toward queer people.‌ ‌A Jesus who is strong in comforting, but weak in disturbing.‌ ‌Deeply personal, but often silent about social realities.‌ ‌A Jesus who fits comfortably into a world where success is‌       ‌seen as God's blessing: I made it. I am successful.‌ ‌       ‌I am wealthy. I am popular. Thank God.‌But this Jesus rarely asks, "At whose expense did you make it?"‌ ‌This isn't accidental. It is a particular image of Jesus.‌Much of modern evangelical spirituality focuses on‌ ‌personal conversion, individual holiness, and my relationship‌ ‌with my Jesus. Even many contemporary worship songs revolve‌ around "I," "me," and "my Jesus," while community and our shared‌ ‌responsibility for one another fade into the background.‌And don't misunderstand me, that personal relationship with Jesus matters. It is one side of thecoin. But by itself, it is incomplete.‌Because something important often gets lost:‌ structural sin.‌ The systems and powers thatcrush people, and the question of whether our faith challenges those systems or quietlyprotects them.‌(‌Continues on next page)‌
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Thought-full‌Page‌ ‌

When we look at the real Jesus, we see a brown, Jewish man from Galilee, a poor man living in‌an occupied and colonized land. He was executed not because he was merely pious, but because‌he was dangerous to the religious and political powers of his day.‌Jesus didn't simply place ‌Luke 4:18‌ in his Instagram bio. He lived it:‌        ‌         ‌“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me‌ ‌
                  ‌to bring good news to the poor.‌
         ‌He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery‌ ‌
                 ‌of sight to the blind,‌  ‌to set free those who are oppressed.”‌This Jesus is not an accessory for successful careers. He is a holy troublemaker.‌Bishop Desmond Tutu once said that a faith that is unconcerned with this world becomes "piein the sky" - a promise of heaven later that leaves injustice untouched today.‌I sometimes wonder if we have created a Jesus who has very little to say about queer peoplewho have been pushed out of churches, about racism that still shapes our institutions, aboutclass divisions and who can afford the "blessed" lifestyle we celebrate, or about the exclusion ofpeople with disabilities.‌These silences are not accidental. They reveal a theology that has forgotten structural sin andhas polished Jesus until there is nothing dangerous about him anymore.‌
This is not an attack on individual Christians or athletes. It is a question about the image ofJesus that has been allowed to run unquestioned through stadiums, award speeches, and viralprayer circles for decades.‌So perhaps the question for all of us is this:
Which Jesus are we following?‌And perhaps even more importantly:‌
What does it truly cost us to follow him?‌Grace and peace,‌                                                                                                      ‌
Pastor Damian‌

 ‌Rev. Damian Carruthers‌ ‌
Lead Pastor‌ ‌

509-590-7567‌ ‌
rev.damian.carruthers@gmail.com‌

3‌



Parking Lot Sale: A Beautiful, Chaotic, Glorious Success!‌Well folks, we did it! The Annual Cheney UMC Parking Lot Sale came and went on June 6‌ . After‌weeks of planning, donating, sorting, and maybe a little praying over mysterious cords in the‌electronics bin, me loosing the last of my hair over it, it all came together: with heart, humor,‌and a whole lot of early morning coffee.‌
th‌

At the crack of dawn (okay, technically 7 AM, but it felt like dawn), a good crew of volunteers‌arrived to set up tables, haul boxes, and transform the parking lot into a pop-up marketplace of‌previously-loved treasures. And just as the sun reached its peak, another team came to tear it‌all back down by 2 PM.‌But the real magic? That came from YOU. Your donations filled the lot, your neighbors foundamazing bargains, and your support helped us raise over ‌$1,900‌ for the church. That’s a lot ofgrace packed into garage-sale prices!‌And let’s not forget the grand finale: the remaining items didn’t just disappear, they went on todo more good at Good Will.‌ ‌It’s what we like to call a Win-Win-Win-Win situation:‌
You won‌- because you finally cleaned out that closet and now have space for moreunnecessary things.‌
The community won‌- they found treasures at a price that fit their budget.‌
The church won‌- hello, $1,900 in blessings!‌
And those in need won‌- because kindness doesn’t have an expiration date.‌A heartfelt thank you to everyone who donated, volunteered, shopped, prayed, or even justwaved from their car in solidarity. This sale wasn’t just a fundraiser, it was a reminder of whatit looks like when a church seeks, serves, and shares Jesus Christ… with a little bit of yard salespirit.‌But I also want to mention, that it took a lot out of me this year, and a lot out of our volunteers.‌We needed help beyond our own volunteers, and people were pushed to their physical limits.‌ ‌We will have an honest discussion with our Church Council, to determine if we can do it againnext year, or if this was our last time.‌ ‌

 ‌Pastor Damian‌ ‌

Time to Celebrate‌Page‌ ‌4‌



Graduation Celebration‌Page‌ ‌

Another school year passed, and with it we were able to celebrate a group of studentswho graduated from Cheney High School and Eastern Washington University!‌ ‌We had two special services on June 07 and June 21, 2026, for those young women andmen. Not everybody who planned to come could make it, but we celebrated all the same.‌ ‌We celebrated Quentin Gainer, Austin McCrum, and Sophia Watkins, who all graduatedfrom Cheney High School, and Maija Angell and Sophia Mattie, who both graduated fromEWU.‌ ‌The church gifted each of them a study Bible, hoping they will grow through reading it andspreading the unconditional love of Jesus Christ wherever their journey takes them.‌ ‌We are thankful to be able to be part of these young people's lives, and I hope that you allcontinue to keep praying for their next steps in life and in their faith, that they may bringlight into the dark places of this world.‌
Pastor Damian‌
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Wedding Anniversaries5 Dirk & Violet Linclon16 John & Lori Dupler27 Fred & Wilma Carrell
Birthdays3 Janie Vandeberg 20 Anna Meyer5 Jenna Mansfield 24 Debbie BakerRoger Hanner 29 Montana Dobbs9 Fred Gronlund 30 Sandi Tapley11 Hunter Lidner 31 Mark Baker

Church OfficeHours: Tues 10am-12:30pmTues 2:30-5pmThurs 6:30-8:30pm
Bible Studies: contact the church office for
addresses.WithCongregationalChurch atCongregationalChurch in July

Thurs 1:15-2:15pm
Leader: MargieLindner Mon 2-3pm
Leader: CarolKriegh Mon 7:30-8:30pm
Leader: SaralynnKerr Tues 7-8pm

Dates to Remember‌Page‌ ‌

July Worship Schedule‌

Sunday, July 5‌ – Revelation Series –10 AM‌With Communion‌Pastor Damian is preaching on Revelation 6.‌ ‌ ‌
Sunday, July 12 ‌– Service in the Park – 10 AM‌Location: Sutton Park‌ ‌                   ‌815 Washington St, Cheney‌ ‌Director of Cheney Outreach, David Smith, ispreaching.‌ ‌
Sunday, July 19 ‌– Mission Sunday –10 AM‌Our Missionary Joy Prim is preaching.‌ ‌ ‌
Sunday, July 26 ‌–‌  ‌Revelation Series 10 AM‌Pastor Damian is preaching on Revelation12:13 – 13:18‌ ‌
Pastor’s Upcoming Absence‌Pastor Damian will be the camp pastor atTwinlow Summer Camp from ‌July 19 until‌
July 24 ‌and will not be available during thattime.‌ ‌He will also be out of office from ‌August 17 –‌
September 21‌ in Germany for vacation and acontinuing education course with theLutheran Church.‌ ‌Please contact Carol Kriegh if you needpastoral support during that time.‌ ‌
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Need to update your birthday/anniversary
information? Email the church OfÏce!‌



Sun‌ Mon‌ Tue‌ Wed‌ Thu‌ Fri‌ Sat‌

1‌ 2‌ 3‌ 4‌

5‌ 6‌ 7‌ 8‌ 9‌ 10‌ 11‌

12‌ 13‌ 14‌ 15‌ 16‌ 17‌ 18‌

19‌ 20‌ 21‌ 22‌ 23‌ 24‌ 25‌

26‌ 27‌ 28‌ 29‌ 30‌ 31‌
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Pastor Damian’s day off is Friday. Please allow him to enjoy his day off and do not contact him on Fridays. Thank you!‌

Worship in the Park

---------- Pastor Damian at Camp Twinlow --------- Carol Kriegh can assist with  pastoral support ----------

Sassy Senior Society 2-
3:30pm

Meals on Wheels11am-1pm

Meals on Wheels11am-1pm Meals on Wheels11am-1pm

Meals on Wheels11am-1pm
Meals on Wheels11am-1pmMeals on Wheels11am-1pm

Meals on Wheels11am-1pm

Meals on Wheels11am-1pm

Missionary Sunday!

July 4th

AA Meeting 7-9pm(WIC room)
AA Meeting 7-9pm(WIC room)

AA Meeting 7-9pm(WIC room)

AA Meeting 7-9pm(WIC room)

Al Anon Meeting11:30am-1:30pm(Library)
Al Anon Meeting11:30am-1:30pm(Library)
Al Anon Meeting11:30am-1:30pm(Library)

WIC All Day

WIC All Day

WIC All Day

WIC All Day

Meals on Wheels11am-1pm
WIC All Day

Al Anon Meeting11:30am-1:30pm(Library)FEED CHENEY 5:30Veteran’s MemorialPark



Missionary Joy!‌Page‌ ‌8‌

Join us July 19‌  for Sunday worship‌ ‌th‌

With our Global Ministries Missionary:‌

She will be sharing about her ministry in Hong Kong‌
Joy Prim‌

As I’ve entered this year, my word of the year is ‌LOVE‌:‌
LIVE ‌my faith in action each day.‌
OPEN ‌to how God is moving in my live and the lives ofothers in my community‌
VALUE ‌each other and each other's contribution. Tonot take advantage or make someone feel less thanbecause they have less.‌
EMPATHY ‌each and every day. To work to understandour differences and not isolate someone because ofthem‌I invite you to join with me and embrace ‌LOVE ‌in 2026.‌

There are more than 380,000 Migrant DomesticWorkers in Hong Kong.‌ ‌These workers are from the Philippines,Indonesia, Nepal, and other Southeast Asiancountries and Africa, working to provide for theirfamilies at home.‌ ‌They are serving as modern-day slaves, are thelowest-paid employees in Hong Kong, and areoften abused.‌ ‌Come to learn more about the ministry and howwe support Joy and the Migrants.‌

July 19th‌



What’s Happening this Summer‌Page‌ ‌

 ‌Summer Worship in the Park‌Every summer for multiple years now, we meet monthly for worship at Sutton Park inCheney. We gather together with the Cheney Congregational Church‌  ‌and the EpiscopalChurch.‌ ‌The services start at 10 AM and we ask you to bring a comfortable chair for yourself (andothers if you like).‌ ‌Coffee, cookies/donuts and water will be provided.‌ ‌In case of a heavy rain, we will inform you where we are meeting for worship.‌  ‌ The remaining dates for this year are:‌ ‌
July 12‌
August 23‌ 

Nominate a HeroNominate a HeroNominate a Hero‌‌‌Nominate a Hero‌For our fall movie series, we are collecting‌stories of folks who often get overlooked. We‌want to highlight those in our community who‌have secret powers or abilities, or just a‌massive heart, and celebrate them.‌ ‌In your nomination, tell us the person’s name‌and a bit about why you want to see them‌highlighted.‌
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Email Pastor Damian or the church‌
ofÏce with “Hero” in the subject.‌
cheneyumc204@gmail.com‌

Photo Updates!‌We are updating photos in‌our internal database, and‌taking some fun ones for‌our upcoming movie‌series!‌We would love to get afamily photo along withindividuals.‌Stop by the Photo Booth‌area outside the sanctuary‌(stair side) to get yours!‌



A New Six-Week Worship Series Begins October 4What do Spider-Man and Batman have to teach us about faith?More than we might think. Beginning Sunday, October 4, 2026, we invite you to join us for a six-week journey into themasks we wear, the identities we hide behind, and the courage it takes to become the peopleGod created us to be.For the first three weeks, we'll swing through the original Spider-Man trilogy starring TobeyMaguire. Peter Parker's story is one of responsibility, sacrifice, forgiveness, and discoveringwho we truly are when life becomes complicated.Then, for the final three weeks, we'll enter the darker world of Christopher Nolan's Dark Knighttrilogy. Bruce Wayne's journey raises questions about fear, justice, grief, hope, and the maskswe put on to protect ourselves and others.
Throughout this series, we'll ask:

What masks do we wear in our everyday lives?
What parts of ourselves do we hide?
How do we deal with guilt, fear, and brokenness?
What does it mean to find our true identity in Christ?

This will be a series filled with humor, great stories, memorable movie moments, and meaningful conversations about faith and life.Whether you're a longtime superhero fan or simply curious about how God speaks through stories, there's a place for you in this adventure (andmaybe it's a good chance to invite a friend, neighbor, or colleague to this series).
And one more invitation: these movie series are always a community effort! If you would like to be part of the creative process, for example through music, decorations,videos, drama, or other elements of worship, we would love to have you involved. If you haveideas or would like to help bring this series to life, please reach out to Pastor Damian. There isroom for your creativity and gifts.
Come discover that sometimes the greatest heroes are not the ones who wear masks but the ones who have the
courage to take them off.

Autumn Worship Series‌Page‌ ‌10‌

thethe‌‌Masks WeMasks WeWearWear‌‌
the‌Masks WeWear‌



POOL PARTY!‌ ‌And we'll have Fun Fun Fun till Patti takes the floaties away!‌ ‌ Join us for our annual picnic and pool party: Sunday, August 2, from 1:00 till 5:00‌What to bring for the picnic: a dish or treat to share with everyone and any specificbeverage you want. We will provide plates, napkins, utensils, and punch and water for all.‌What else to bring: folding chairs, lawn games, swim gear, and sunscreen (please bring yourown towel).‌
Where: The Sooys!‌ ‌
19408 W Williams Lake Rd, Cheney.‌ ‌
Patti’s cell: 509-953-5631‌Reminder: We have minimal cell service out here in the country.‌Bring friends and family as all are welcome.‌And bring a playful attitude for a fun afternoon.‌

Excited for the Future‌Page‌ ‌11‌

A New Chapter in Music Ministry‌We are excited to announce Kristina Komarov as our newMusic Director starting August 3rd! A graduate of EasternWashington University, Kristina brings extensiveexperience in choir accompaniment and worship musicleadership.‌After a thorough selection process, we believe she is theideal choice to maintain the musical tradition at CheneyUMC. Kristina will also take over the accompanist rolefrom JoAnna Cockrum.‌Additionally, starting September 10th, Choir Rehearsalswill move from Wednesdays to Thursdays at 7:00 PM afterthe summer break.‌Harmoniously yours,
Pastor Damian and the SPRC Team



Building for the Future‌ ‌Page‌ ‌

An Update on Our Construction Project‌ ‌Dear Cheney UMC Family,‌As many of you have already heard, we have a construction issue that needs to be addressed soonerrather than later. Rather than simply repairing the problem, we saw this as an opportunity to dreamabout the future of our church building and ask an important question:‌ ‌How can our facility better serve our ministry and our community for years to come?‌To help us with that process, we invited the architectural team from FUSE to evaluate the wall facing4th Street and to look at other possibilities for improving our building. Some of the ideas that havebeen discussed include better sanctuary lighting and automatic doors to improve accessibility forpeople of all abilities.‌We also wanted your voices to be part of the process. On April 23, we held an open meeting wheremembers of the congregation shared ideas and hopes for our building. One of the themes thatemerged was the desire for a larger and more functional Fellowship Hall, especially on Sundaymornings and during church events.‌Following that meeting, a smaller team met two additional times with FUSE to discuss the concernsand ideas that were raised, explore what is possible, and begin developing some potential designs.‌Phase One remains our highest priority: addressing the wall along 4th Street. We are excited about abeautiful and practical design concept that not only solves the problem but also enhances theappearance of our church. You can see some of the design images in this newsletter.‌  ‌

Architect’s
rendering of 4th
Street with new

wall.‌

12‌

Continued next page‌



Building for the Future‌ ‌Page‌ ‌13‌

The next step is another open meeting for the entire congregation, where the FUSE team willpresent their work, explain the process that led to this design, and hopefully provide somepreliminary cost estimates.‌We invite you to come, listen, ask questions, share concerns, and offer your feedback.‌As we move forward, we will also need your help in making this project possible. We do have somereserve funds available, but additional gifts beyond our regular giving will be necessary tocomplete this important work.‌
Please join us for the congregational presentation:‌
Tuesday, June 30, at 5:00 p.m.‌
Cheney United Methodist Church‌ Together, we have the opportunity not only to repair a building but to invest in the future ministryof Cheney UMC and create a space that is more welcoming, accessible, and ready for thegenerations to come.‌ 
Pastor‌ ‌Damian‌ ‌ 



Germany Trip 2027 Update‌Exciting news! We have officially finalized the dates for our Germany trip in 2027.‌We will be traveling from July 1–12, 2027, for what promises to be an incredible journeythrough some of Germany's most beautiful cities, historic sites, and cultural treasures, and ofcourse, some United Methodist Churches.‌Our next information meeting will be held on ‌Sunday, July 26, 2026, at 11:30 a.m.‌immediately following worship. At this meeting, we will present the finalized itinerary andshare information about the next steps in the planning process.‌At this time, I am not yet able to provide exact costs, as airlines do not release ticket prices thisfar in advance. I hope to have more information on pricing later this summer.‌We are also planning a German Fundraiser Dinner sometime this fall to help offset the cost ofthe trip. More details will be shared in the coming months, but you can already look forward toan evening of delicious German food, fun, and fellowship!‌If you are interested in joining us or simply want to learn more, we invite you to come to theinformation meeting. There is still plenty of time to ask questions, explore the itinerary, anddecide if this adventure is for you.‌One additional note about participation: I have been amazed and humbled by the amount ofinterest in this trip. More than 50 people have expressed interest, and over 34 peopleparticipated in choosing the July dates!‌Because of that excitement, there is a possibility that we may have more people interested thanwe can reasonably accommodate. If we do reach our capacity, priority will be given to activeparticipants and members of Cheney UMC, as this trip grew out of our church community andministry together.‌I hope you understand this decision, and I am deeply grateful for the enthusiasm andexcitement surrounding this adventure.‌                                           ‌Auf Wiedersehen… for now!‌
                                         ‌Pastor Damian‌

Journey to Germany‌Page‌ ‌14‌



Thank You, Cheney UMC‌I am so proud of our church. On June 16, the Upriver Fire broke out in Spokane Valley. Fueledby strong winds, the fire spread quickly, destroying more than 15 homes and tragicallyclaiming one life. Even for those whose homes survived, events like this leave deep emotionaland spiritual wounds. In moments like these, I am especially grateful to be part of the UnitedMethodist Church.‌Immediately, Spokane Valley UMC, under the direction of the Red Cross, became an emergencyshelter for those who had been displaced. At the same time, UMCOR (United MethodistCommittee on Relief) reached out to Pastor Alissa and myself to see if we could help staff theResource Center in Spokane Valley, supporting with volunteers and‌  ‌offering a listening ear,words of comfort, and practical assistance to those affected.‌Because Spokane Valley UMC was preparing for Annual Conference, Cheney UMC stepped in.Within only an hour of sending out the request, many of you offered your time and energy.Together, we covered Friday and Saturday at the Resource Center with three wonderfulvolunteers all day long.‌I was deeply moved by your willingness to serve, and so was Kathy Bryson, our UMCORliaison, who sends her heartfelt thanks as well. Thank you for being the church. Thank you foryour prayers, your presence, and your willingness to help when our neighbors needed usmost. In times of tragedy, you reminded people that they are not alone and that God's love isstill present, often through the simple acts of kindness and compassion offered by ordinarypeople.‌I am proud to be your pastor.Grace and peace,‌
Pastor Damian‌

Relief Support‌Page‌ ‌15‌



Coffee (and more!) that Reflects Our Values‌You may have tasted (or smelled) a recent change here at Cheney UMC, particularly during Sundayfellowship time. This change may have seemed sudden, but it actually arose from a churchwideexamination.‌As a church, Cheney UMC has spent time exploring how to better care for creation, including our recentServiceberry series, and the Creation Care team headed by Ronda Cordill. We have examined our ownindividual and church-wide impacts on climate, poverty, and being good neighbors and stewards.Changes over the past few years have included our reduction of single-use dinnerware and reducingour use of disposable paper products. We have also tried some eco-friendly low-waste cleaningsupplies around the building, thanks to our locally owned (by a church member, no less!) EvergreenRefillery.‌ ‌As the new office administrator, along with learning about purchasing supplies, I was tasked by PastorDamian to factor in Social Justice and our church values when ordering. Thanks to the Church Counciland Nurturing Team leaders' discussions, we have been making some sourcing changes that are betterfor the world (and our church funds!). There have been a few simple swaps, including the ordering ofcleaning supplies, toilet paper, and more, to Evergreen Refillery, and ensuring copy paper is 100%recycled or even entirely tree-free (sugarcane waste!).‌Finding coffee that fits our values, budget, and coffee connoisseur standards (especially Pastor’s!), wenow serve Equal Exchange Fellowship Blend after service. It seems like a simple thing, but we areactually making a strong statement about our values as a community.‌We are affirming our commitment to keeping small farmers on their land, empowering them to feedtheir families, and retaining economic control. We see the importance of working with indigenousproducers and women, as sustainable agriculture is key to fighting climate change.‌Founded in 1986, Equal Exchange partnered with coffee farmers organized in a movement founded byCatholic priests (through studying and living liberation theology). By collaborating with small farmercooperatives and offering fair prices and pre-harvest financing, Equal Exchange supported smallproducers' access to global markets. Equal Exchange now works with 24 farmer groups in 11countries, buying about 5.5 million pounds of green coffee beans annually. The company exclusivelysources from small-scale cooperatives, ensuring high-quality coffee for U.S. consumers.‌We now proudly serve coffee that reflects our social justice values. (And hot chocolate, too!)‌
Macey Fredenberg‌

Coffee and Social JusticePage‌ ‌

Learn more at equalexchange.coop‌
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Greetings from Zambia!‌Page‌ ‌ 17‌

The United Methodist Church is alive and thriving here at a special place called Kafakumba, located nearNdola, Zambia. The Kafakumba ministry began in 1999 and has grown into a remarkable outreach thatserves the surrounding communities through several ministries, including the Training Center (with thePastor's School at its heart), a primary and secondary school (Grades 1–10), a medical clinic, God's Kids, welldrilling, Journey of Transformation, and logistics support.Our hostess during our stay has been Elinda Steury, who manages the Kafakumba Medical Clinic. Rosana andElinda first met in 2018 when Rosana participated in her first nursing study abroad while attending school inMelbourne, Florida. They quickly became close friends, and over the years, Elinda has become an invaluablementor in helping Rosana organize Washington State University's first nursing study abroad program toZambia.The WSU nursing students have participated in several clinical rotations that they describe as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see how healthcare is practiced where resources are often limited. One example waswitnessing a new mother who, after giving birth, was offered the equivalent of Tylenol for pain relief becausestronger medications simply were not available.Student rotations included three days at Roan Antelope General Hospital, one day at the Fisenge village clinic,one day at the Kafakumba Clinic, and a full day of medical outreach in the remote village of Kenyenda.Several students shared that the outreach clinic in Kenyenda was the most meaningful experience of the trip.After a 90-minute drive from Kafakumba, the team spent six busy hours caring for patients. They workedalongside a Zambian Clinical Officer (similar to a Physician Assistant), two Zambian nurses, and an Americanmissionary nurse. Under supervision, the students assisted with triage, patient assessments, and treatment.Common concerns included respiratory illnesses, symptoms of malaria—which frequently resulted inpositive test results—and other medical conditions requiring referrals to the nearest hospital for specializedcare.Kafakumba is filling an enormous need in this region. Government-run hospitals and clinics often strugglewith limited funding, resulting in shortages of medications, supplies, and equipment. One particularlydifficult experience for the students involved caring for a young child during a painful wound-care procedure.Because local anesthetic medication was unavailable, the child had to endure a level of pain that wouldalmost certainly have been prevented in a U.S. hospital. It was a sobering reminder of the challenges faced byhealthcare providers and patients alike. The experience deeply affected the students and brought many ofthem to tears.As we reflect on the past four weeks, we are filled with gratitude for the opportunity to witness God's work inZambia and to partner with the wonderful people of Kafakumba. While we are looking forward to returninghome to Cheney and seeing our friends and family again, we leave with a greater appreciation for theresilience, faith, and compassion of the people we have met. Although this year's study abroad has come to anend, plans are already underway to return next year and continue building these meaningful relationshipsand opportunities for service.Thank you for your prayers and support. They have been a blessing to our team throughout thisunforgettable journey. Please feel free to email us directly if you have any questions: brooks.tnr@gmail.com
Todd and Rosana Brooks   (see the photo on the next page!)



SEED Youth Ministry‌ ‌Page‌ ‌

New Youth Ministry starts in Fall 2026!‌We are excited to share some wonderful news! Beginning in September 2026, a new ecumenical youthministry will launch in Cheney: SEED Youth Ministry. (And no, this is not SEED Campus Ministry—although there is a connection!) SEED Youth Ministry is a partnership between Cheney United MethodistChurch, Cheney Congregational Church, and the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection. Together, we wantto create a welcoming, inclusive, and Christ-centered community where young people can ask questions,build friendships, serve others, and grow in faith.‌This ministry will be guided by an ecumenical board. Representing Cheney UMC are Macey Fredenberg,Kevin Thorson, and Regina Yancey, and we are grateful for their willingness to serve.‌ ‌We are thrilled to announce that the ministry has received a $5,700 grant from the Pacific NorthwestConference's Ministry Opportunity Fund (MOF). In addition, SEED Campus Ministry has committed$20,000 over the next two years to help fund a part-time Youth Pastor position. To make this ministrysustainable beyond those first two years, we will be inviting all three churches to invest financially in itsfuture.‌ ‌We are currently searching for a part-time Youth Pastor and are also looking for volunteers who have aheart for young people. Our current plan is to gather on Tuesday evenings:‌
5:00–6:30 p.m. – Middle School Youth Group‌  ‌
6:30 p.m. – Shared Dinner‌  ‌
7:00–8:30 p.m. – High School Youth Group‌  ‌We believe that young people are an important part of the church right now. In a world of constantpressure and competing voices, they need a place where they are loved just as they are and can encountera healthy faith in a loving God. Please pray for this new ministry, consider how you might support it, andhelp us spread the word. We cannot wait to see what God will do through SEED Youth Ministry!‌

Planting seeds of faith, friendship, and belonging in the next generation‌
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The nursing study abroad
students in front of the

Kafakumba training
center with Rosana

Brooks.‌ ‌



Opportunities to Engage‌Page‌ ‌19‌

FREE SACK MEAL‌ ‌
FAMILY CAREGIVER SUPPORT‌

WHEN‌

5:30 PM MONDAY‌

JULY 27, 2026
For accommodation contact Cheney Parks and

Recreation at 509-498-9250 by July 24.‌

WHERE‌

Veterans Memorial Park‌

612 4th Street, Cheney‌

FOR MORE INFORMATION‌

509.498.9250‌ ‌

WWW.FEEDCHENEY.COM‌ ‌



204 4th St‌ ‌
Cheney, WA 99004‌ ‌
Return Service Requested‌ ‌
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