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2022 Recap

Change is the New Normal
What significant change a single year can bring. The first half of 2022 found us

packing up the car with our three kiddos often as we traveled around the midwest
connecting with churches and individuals, sharing the vision God put on our hearts to
see a Gospel movement in Thailand. What a privilege and blessing to meet so many

of our prayer and financial partners face to face. Attending the Converge Unleash
Conference also launched us into the year feeling connected with other like-minded
believers through times of worship and encouragement from the Word. In the spring,
we welcomed our lovely, fourth daughter, Mavis June. From meals and childcare to
personal gifts and handwritten notes, the outpouring of love toward our family was

unforgettable. Soon after Mavis arrived, we began packing and purging our
belongings to move into Brooke’s parents’ home. Again, our local friends and family

showed up with muscles, vehicles, big smiles and open hearts, ready to serve.

In between family gatherings and typical summer pool days, we began the visa
application and packing process while battling covid, ear infections and summer

colds. Looking back, it was just as much of a whirlwind of events as it sounds, and
we especially felt your prayers and support during that challenging few weeks. In

August, we said goodbye to our dear friends and family and made the 29 hour trek
across the world to Thailand. A few days after we arrived in Bangkok, Delphine began

her first day of Kindergarten at an international school. Our focus for the next few
months of fall involved helping our kids adjust to our new surroundings, and spending
a few hours each day learning Thai language online. We were also able to form some

sweet friendships at BCF, an international church near our home.

At the beginning of December we moved again, this time to Lopburi, Thailand. Still in
the central part of Thailand, Lopburi is where our family will spend the next 7 months,

up to 1 year, learning Thai. We have already been enjoying our life in Lopburi a lot,
although admittedly, the move has disrupted routines and rhythms that the children

had found some comfort in. We have more space in our new home, which allows our
them freedom to run around and play more independently. During our learning hours
at the language center, we have trusted childcare workers who take good care of our
daughters. Because Lopburi is significantly smaller than Bangkok, people are eager

to talk with us here and ask questions, but this time all in Thai. This has a very
motivating effect on our study habits! There are also language students from America,

Germany, the Netherlands, and Singapore currently studying here that have already
been a source of encouragement and joy.

Our moving truck/crew loading up and our landlords getting in the last minute hugs
before our move.

Looking back on this year, we are in awe of all God did in our lives, and how He
continues to encourage us through each one of you. Through each of you, God
taught us about the richness of community that brings growth, accountability, help,
encouragement and so much joy in the Lord.

Thank you for praying, for checking in, dropping a note, message on Facebook, or
email. Thank you for praying. Thank you for setting the example of continuing to trust
the Lord and follow Him in the places He has planted you with the people He has
entrusted to you for this season.

Our family is so grateful to God for each of you. May the New Year bring a fresh
reminder of God’s never changing faithful love and we are praying you run into His
embrace over and over again through whatever this next year brings.

Our family participated in a local school outreach. We learned a few songs and Cory
even dressed up as one of the wise men as part of a Christmas skit!

(Above) Giselle helping draw and remember Grandma and Grandpa’s house

(Above) Delphine was chosen to sing her first duet in the elementary Christmas
musical. This was also her very last day with her ICS class in Bangkok. We are so
thankful for the wonderful teachers who helped her thrive during her time there!

Click here to partner financially!

What we are grateful for:

more space for our family in our new home
opportunities to speak Thai each day
a supportive learning environment
the opportunity to experience ministry in different contexts over Christmas
break was so special and eye opening

Ways to pray:

ourselves and our children adjusting again to new people, places, and rhythms
opportunities to share our lives and the love of Christ here in Lopburi
wisdom for our teammates (the Lelands) in Udon connecting with local believers
and beginning to pursue opportunities for ministry
peace and patience for our hearts each day as we are parenting our kids
through a difficult season for them

Please continue to reach out with your updates and prayer requests. We love
hearing how God is at work in each of your lives!
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