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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of
faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated
as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and quiet room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might
also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we
remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE My Song is Love Unknown V. Williams
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.
God of compassion,

you call us out of the binds of death

on this, our resurrection day:

make us ready to surrender

the fear in which we hide

to step into your future

alive and unashamed;

through Jesus Christ, the life of the world.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children are invited for a time together.

SPECIAL MUSIC (10:30 a.m. only) Columbine Vander Cook



PSALM: Psalm 130
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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Out ! of the depths
I cry to | you, O LORD;
’0 LORD, ' hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3If you were to keep watch ! over sins,
O LORD, ' who could stand?
*Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you ' may be feared. R
°I wait for you, O LORD; ! my soul waits;
in your word ' is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
70 TIsrael, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- ' teous redemption.
*For the LORD shall ' redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his
friend out of the tomb and restores him fto life.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. * Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. ~ So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” * But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorrﬁed through it.” ”
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

" Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” * The dlsc1ples
said to h1m “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” ’ Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. '’ But those who
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” ' After saying this, he told them,
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” '* The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” " Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring



merely to sleep. ' Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ' For your sake I am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” '° Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

""When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had alread?/ been in the tomb four days. '
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. - When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home *! Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. ** But even now I
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” ** Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” ** Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.” * Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrectlon and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, °° and everyone who lives and believes in
me will never die. Do you believe this?” *" She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world ”

“* When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” >’ And when she heard it, she got
up quickly and went to him. "’ Now J esus had not yet come to the Vrllage but was still at
the place where Martha had met him. *' The Jews who were with her in the house
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. "~ When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” * When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply rngved * He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” *~ Jesus began to
weep. *° So the Jews said, “See how he loved hrm'” 37 But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

** Then Jesus, agaln greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. *” Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” * Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” *' So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for
having heard me. " T knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” " When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ' The dead man came out, his
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus sa1d to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”



> Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did
believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
The assembly stands.
PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations. Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe
into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those
who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where
biodiversity thrives, especially our local lakeshore and dunes ecosystems.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all
who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety.
Graciously keep the lands, people, and churches of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania in
your care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so
many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized.
Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Guide, we pray for our Little Lamb Preschool community, for Mary and Cheryl
who teach the Longnecks class, and for these students and their families: Charlie, Chloe,
Makenna, Elias, Genevieve, Gianna, Haisley, Hudson, Jaxon, Maeve, Mason, Mattie and
Ronan. Bless the students in their growth and learning, that they might know your love
more and more each day; strengthen and equip their families in their calling to nurture
your beloved children. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer our thanksgiving for Jonathan Edwards, Oscar Romero, and all people who
have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us
up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.
DARE TO DISCIPLE: OFFERING OUR INTENTIONS

COMMITMENT HYMN ELW #685 Take My Life, That I May Be
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1 Take my life, that 1 may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways, on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days;
take my feet and let them be

take my lips and let them be
take my in - tel - lect, and use
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let them flow in cease-less praise.
swift and beau - i - ful for thee.
filled with mes - sag - es from thee.

ev - ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

—

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the live chat, and
for those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through E ; E
the participation and support of its members and guests. Because offerings
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts for
the Lutheran Diaconal Association www.thelda.org.
If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY (8:00 am): Columbine Vander Cook

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am): Wondrous Cross of Love Butler

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul. What
wondrous love [ this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the heavy cross for my soul.
To God and to the Lamb I will sing. To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM,
while millions join the theme I will sing. When I survey the wondrous cross on which the
Prince of Glory died, my richest gain I count, but loss and pour contempt on all my
pride. Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small; love so
amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
Thanks be to God!
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DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

server that you require this.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW #485 I Am the Bread of Life
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ELW #712

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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who up - on
still the cap - tives long for

the cross, for -

free - dom; still

1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
in grief we mourn our dead.

in  its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,

that your ser - vants, Lord, in
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS

The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
++ bless you now and always.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #758

You Are the Way

»

0 | . .

b A I | . I | T .

y v v | | | | T f ] .

(W ) j : | | -

J % A o
1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.
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Worship Leaders
Acolyte

Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Sound/Light
Video/Livestream

Pastors

Director of Music Ministries

Cantors

Worship Participants

Communion Baker

8:00 a.m.

Reid Venstrom

Phyllis Schroeder

Linda Mapes

Barbara Clements
Darla Hernandez

Luke Venstrom
Irene Adams

Lance Nolting

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch

Adam Gibson-Even

The Sanctuary Choir
Sam Venstrom, trumpet

Lois Felten

10:30 a.m.

Phil Hahn

Roy Summerville

Phil Hahn

Tony Reinhold
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

We are thankful for:

e preservation of the distinct cultural practices, literature, music and natural resources
in these countries.

e the faithful witness of Christians during times of persecution and for those who
survived times of occupation.

e how these countries peacefully became independent after 1918 and 1991.

e new-found freedoms that the people here have experienced, that they might be used
for the good of all.

We pray for:

e peaceful relations with Russia and among all the ethnic groups in these lands.

e the healing of old wounds remaining from 20th century struggles.

e just economic development that benefits all citizens in these countries, and for those
who live and work abroad.

e governmental leaders and all people, that they might together strive for justice,
peace and the well-being of all.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of March 22, 2026

March 22

Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758

A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great preacher.
Though his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was more concerned with
God’s love. He served both as missionary to the Housatonic people in Massachusetts,
and as president of the future Princeton University.

March 24

Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, died 1980

Romero was deeply concerned with injustices evident toward the poor and powerless in
El Salvador, and worked forthrightly against political repression. He was assassinated
while presiding at the eucharist in a chapel near the cathedral in San Salvador.

March 25

Annunciation of Our Lord

Nine months before Christmas we celebrate the annunciation, in which the angel
Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Son of God. The ancient
church believed that this was also the date of the world’s creation and of Jesus’ death on
the cross.
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Roll the Stone Away

You can understand why they don’t want to roll the stone away. “Already there is a
stench,” Martha says (John 11:39). Why open the grave? Why let out that smell? There
could be no purpose. After all, Lazarus is dead.

This is not unbelief. “I believe that you are the Messiah,” Martha says (v. 27), confident
that her brother would one day rise again. But it is a faith that desperately wants God to
provide an escape from suffering and struggle: “If you had been here,” both sisters say,
“my brother would not have died” (vv. 21, 32). The presence of Jesus, they think,
should protect them from pain and death.

What they don’t understand, though, is that the places of pain and suffering are exactly
where Jesus goes. He enters dead places to bring hope to life. He transforms the stench
of decay into an aroma of thriving. He summons Lazarus out of the tomb to walk into
freedom.

This is why Jesus tells them to take away the stone. He wants to open the place that they
are convinced holds only grief, and to expose what they believe to be a shameful smell.
Yes, it is difficult to face. However, only when the grave is opened can Lazarus respond
to Jesus’ call. Martha and Mary must remove the stone that hides what they do not want
to bear, so that new life can emerge from the tomb.

What are the stone-covered places in your life? What are the places in your heart that
you are convinced hold only pain, decay, and fear? In the tender love of Jesus, you do
not need to hide them. Jesus is calling you to open them. He will enter these places with
resurrection power, transforming death into life and shame into glory. Facing these
tombs takes courage. But you can trust that Jesus will bring healing to your brokenness.
He is in the business of calling the dead back to life. Let the stones be rolled away.
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