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Sheltered in Grace: We Crossed $200,000! 
August 2, 2026 

 
$202,359 pledged.  Thanks be to God! 
 
We have crossed the $200,000 mark — and more 
than $82,000 of what you’ve committed is going 
straight to our mortgage principal. The contract is 
signed, work begins in August, and this 
congregation keeps showing up. 
 
We are at 81% of the Hallelujah Goal.  Give at 
clcvalpo.org/shelteredingrace.  Questions about 
appreciated securities, a tax refund, or an IRA 
charitable rollover? Contact Heather Budnik. 
 

We built this place together.  
Let’s protect it and then some. 

Confirmation Project  
James McDaniel 

 
If you’ve returned from a holiday abroad with leftover foreign coins or 
banknotes, you’re not alone—no matter how small the value—can be 
turned into meaningful donations for good causes.  
 
My project is to collect foreign coins to help UNICEF.  My collection jar is 
in the Gathering Place near the TV. 
 
Thank you in advance.   
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CLC Social Ministry and Mission 
August 2026 

 
Speak up for people who cannot speak for themselves.  Protect the rights of all who are 
helpless.  (Proverbs 31:8) 
 

 

 
 

 

Global Refuge (formerly Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service) 
www.globalrefuge.org “We stand with newcomers” has a vision that all migrants and 
refugees are protected, embraced, and empowered in a world of just and welcoming 
communities.  Global Refuge’ mission is witness to God’s love for all people, standing 

with and advocating for migrants and refugees, transforming communities through 
ministries of service and justice.  For over 80 years, Global Refuge has been a champion 
for migrants and refugees from around the globe. A legacy of courageous and 

compassionate service has made a difference in the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
people who have sought safety and hope in America’s communities. Global Refuge 
history reflects American Lutherans’ and others deep immigrant roots and passionate 

commitment to welcoming newcomers, especially those who are most in need. In 
partnership with community-based legal and social service providers nationwide, Global 
Refuge has helped over 500,000 migrants and refugees rebuild their lives in America. 
 
Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) https://www.lbwinc.org has existed since 1943 to 
show the love of God to people with visual disabilities and to bring them into a growing 
relationship with God.  LBW does this by engaging some 5,000 volunteers in over 115 
Production Centers | (lbwloveworks.org) throughout the United States.  Volunteers 
joyfully produce approximately 250,000 volumes a year of Braille and specialized Large 
Print Bibles and Christian literature.  CLC is one of these Work Centers (#129) and is 
involved in making Braille books of the Bible for the blind.  Volunteers work every 
Tuesday in CLC’s Fellowship Hall.   Monthly emphases gifts go towards national LBW 
activities and help with supplies for CLC’s Work Center. 
 
Help achieve our goal of $2000 in August (including $1200 in CLC budgeted funds).  

Use your weekly worship giving envelope mailed with check to CLC and indicate 

“Global Ref./LBW” or contribute through Subsplash on the CLC website https://

clcvalpo.org via the “Give” button and choose Monthly Social Ministry Emphasis.  

Thank you to members for supporting monthly social ministry emphases. 

Global Refuge                 

http://www.globalrefuge.org/
https://www.lbwinc.org/
https://www.lbwloveworks.org/ministry-centers/production-centers/
https://clcvalpo.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/
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AMOS 
 

A Mission of Service is so grateful for Christ Lutheran Church’s faithful support. Due to 
our congregation’s involvement with AMOS since September 2016, two of our 
congregants, Christiana McLean NP and Gail Mannington RN (BOD) are in the process 
of fundraising and preparing for our November 6 medical mission trip to Guatemala and 
Copan, Honduras. Our nursing licenses and passport information have been forwarded 
to the Guatemalan Government for approval of our mission. This is the largest group we 
will be taking, 12 nurses and providers will be providing care to this community. We are 
so excited. The Guatemalan government has made changes to how we bring 
medications into the country and because of this, instead of our AMOS drop box, we 
graciously request visiting the AMOS website to see how you can make a difference. 
The Guatemalan Government now requires that we log every medication and expiration 
date which makes it labor intensive. Our website provides a link to purchase 
medications which will be delivered directly to AMOS for logging and packing, and a 
donate button to help us purchase additional medications needed, here and in Guatemala 
and other supplies necessary. 
 

Kindly continue to use the AMOS drop box for the newborn baby hats and bags 
(15’x18” cotton bags with casement and ties) sewn by the ladies in our congregation. 
We use these for the Helping Babies Breathe program where we teach the midwives 
how to resuscitate newborn infants, and for the Teenage Hygiene Program and for many 
other projects. Our programs have now become sustainable due to your support of 
AMOS and the people of Central America.  
 

AMOS website: https://amissionofservice.org and find us on Facebook. 

Confirmation Project Request 
 

As many people here know, a lot of people in our church knit or crochet during the 
services. But most of the time, someone forgot their supplies. For my confirmation 
project, I will be collecting yarn, crochet hooks, knitting needles, and scissors for cutting 
yarn to have handy in the Gathering Space for those who want to crochet but forgot their 
supplies that day. If you have yarn that you don’t need, spare crochet hooks, spare knitting 
needles, or scissors that could be used for cutting yarn, you can bring them to put in the 
designated box in the Gathering Space. There will also be patterns for needed supplies for 
the Lutheran World Relief kits.  This way, we’re not just helping people in our church be 
able to do what they love during church, but also helping people all over the world get the 
things they need, as well as helping those in our church who knit or crochet (or who want 
to learn), build bonds and create quality conversations. Thank you, Gabby Soleim 
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Your Love is Needed in Sunday School! 
Your love – your kindness – your faith – your time. These are the best gifts you can 
give! Our young folks come to Sunday School each week ready to meet Jesus, to learn 
about God’s love and faithfulness, and that happens as they get to know YOU! We are 
looking for caring adults to join our team-teaching groups. 
 
Leaders for each group are part of a rotating team that allows for lots of flexibility in 
scheduling. Our Youth Helpers are amazing! The curriculum is anchored in the Good 
News and makes preparation easy. 
 
The gift of relationships with faithful caring adults is so crucial to our kids – and the gift 
of relationships with faithful, curious, joyful kids is so lifegiving for us adults! 
So please pray about joining us – contact Pr. Erica (pastorerica@clcvalpo.org) or the 
church office with interest or questions. 
 
Adult Faith Formation Hour - your ideas welcome! 
Planning is in the works for our Adult Faith Formation opportunities on Sunday morn-
ings next year. Ever year we're surprised by how quickly the schedule fills with good 
things! If you have an idea, a series you'd like to lead, a guest you'd like to invite, etc - 
please be in touch with Pr. Erica (pastorerica@clcvalpo.org) so that we can do our best 
to fit all these good opportunities into the calendar! 

Senior Group - All are Welcome! 
 
We will have a brunch & game morning for our August event.  Meet at church on  
Thursday, August 27th, at 9:30 am for a variety of table games and/or conversa-
tions.  No need to sign up, just show up.  Feel free to bring a breakfast or brunch item to 
share with the group.  And invite a friend along, if you like. 
 
Any questions - ask Judy (mbboom@comcast.net or 309-368-9536) 
 

mailto:pastorerica@clcvalpo.org
mailto:pastorerica@clcvalpo.org


 6 

 

RAINBOW  Parents* 

*Our love is not conditional. 

Whether you’re new on this journey or have been championing your child for some time, you 
also need a safe place for support and encouragement. We all need a brave space where we 
are allowed to “start where you are at” and share our hard questions. We all need a communi-
ty that will be there for us as we struggle, learn, and grow. We all need spaces where we en-
counter the God who knows and loves us, so that we can be signs of that love for those 
around us. 
 

Parents, Grandparents, and Guardians, if you’re looking for someone to walk with you on your 
journey, then join us at our next meeting on Thursday, August 27th, at 6pm in the conference 
room across from the music room.  

 
Are you interested in joining a group of CLC folks on a 
Civil Rights Pilgrimage?  There will be an informational 
meeting with Pastor Joanne Sorenson (she will be on 
Zoom) at 11:00am on Sunday, August 23rd in the 
Church Hall (the room next to the kitchen).  Pastor 
Sorenson has led many Civil Rights Pilgrimages and has 
agreed to be the leader for our Pilgrimage.   
 
The trip will take place February 10-15, 2027. 
We will learn history by WALKING…… We will visit 

Montgomery, Birmingham, Selma, and Atlanta. • Get the BIG PICTURE at EJI Legacy     
Museum and Memorial • Take a walking tour of downtown Montgomery and see MLK’s 
“Dexter Church” - Freedom Rides Museum -    Rosa Parks Museum - slave market square • 
Walk the bridge in Selma and learn about Jim Crow south from a Foot Soldier • See 
Birmingham 16th St Church, Ingram Park, Jail where King stayed, “dynamite” hill, and 
much more • Plus enjoy some EXCELLENT Southern cooking & BBQ.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Sutherland or Pastor Erica.   
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Christ Lutheran Church offers a Grief Support Group every other week on Wednesdays 
from 9:30 - 11 am in the Conference Room. (209). The group serves adults who have 
experienced a loss of a spouse, parent, child, friend, sibling, or neighbor. The core 
group of peer support welcomes others to walk together in our grief journey . 
 

Come when you can. Coffee and Kleenex available.  
 

The group is facilitated by Cheryl Slack, a Stephen Minister. You may contact her at             
219-241-0677 or one of the pastors if you have any questions. 
 

Upcoming dates are August 26. 

August Altar Gifts 
 

Holy Communion   Cheryl Watson ~ In Memory of Lana House 
 
Altar Candles  Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In Memory of Carson & Vera Abbott 
 
Eternal Lamp Given to the Glory of God   

Little Lamb Preschool is a ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, serving children and 
families in our community. At times, families face unexpected hardships such as 
divorce, illness, an accident, or loss of employment that can make paying tuition 
difficult. 
 
Our scholarship fund provides temporary financial assistance to families during these 
challenging seasons, helping their children continue attending school and enjoying the 
stability, friendships, learning, and care that preschool provides. 
 
Would you prayerfully consider making a donation to the 
Preschool Scholarship Fund? Your generosity helps ensure 
that a temporary hardship does not have to interrupt a child's 
education and sense of stability. 
 
Thank you for helping us care for our preschool children and 
their families when they need it most.  Please see Laura 
Venstrom or Heather Budnik for more information. 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PROJECTS 
 
QUILTS                                       
Quilts Completed: 227 
 
BABY CARE KIT PROJECT 
2026 GOAL-500 
KITS COMPLETED-380 
AUGUST NEEDS are light weight jackets, sweaters, and dark colored hand towels. 
INTERESTING FACT-In just three months the Lutheran World Relief truck will arrive at CHRIST. 
 
FABRIC KIT PROJECT 
2026 GOAL-100 
KITS COMPLETED-48 
AUGUST NEEDS are 3 yards of solid or print cotton fabric for the LWR sewing centers. I yard or 
more of cotton or flannel fabric can be used for receiving blankets. 
INTERESTING FACT-Since 2016 when the fabric kit began at Christ Lutheran and including our July 
kit number, we have assembled 1,358 Fabric Kits. 
 
PERSONAL CARE KITS 
KITS COMPLETED-528 
AUGUST NEEDS are cash to purchase needed items. 
INTERESTING FACT- In the last month we completed the 10,000th Personal Care Kit from Christ 
Lutheran. 
 
ALUMINUM CAN PROJECT 
2026 GOAL-$250 
April 2026 Delivery-$60.00 
June 2026 Delivery-$60.00 
The more cans we bring in, the more soap we can buy. Ask others to save their CANS for us. See a can; 
pick it up!  Every CAN counts! 
INTERESTING FACT-Each Baby Care Kit and PERSONAL CARE Kit must include 2 bars of 4 
ounce gentle soap. So far this year we have used 760 bars of soap for the BABY CARE PROJECT and 
1,032 bars for the PERSONAL CARE PROJECT. 
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Name Tags 
 

We would love for everyone to wear name tags, if you do not have one 
please let the office know. Also, we have lanyards for your name tag if you 

would like one too. 
 

jen.bias@clcvalpo.org 
219-462-6660 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 
 

It’s August, and soon your children will be back in school. We are still collecting supplies 
for the School Kits for Lutheran World Relief, which are an important lifeline for learners 
all around the world.  As your children will soon begin the new school year, think about 
choosing supplies for others. We currently have enough supplies for 28 school kits – far 
from our goal of 120.  Each kit contains the following: 
 

FOUR – 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper (not loose-leaf paper or        
composition books). 
ONE – 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other. 
ONE – pencil sharpener. 
ONE – pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well). 
FIVE – UNSHARPENED #2 pencils with erasers. 
FIVE – black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink). 
ONE – box of 16 or 24 crayons. 
ONE – 2.5" eraser. 
 

Please consider buying in bulk from Amazon. It is an easy way to purchase a larger quan-
tity at a lower price.  You can have the supplies delivered directly to the church.  
 

Gathering supplies with your children is a great way to remind yourself and them that we 
need to continue to love our neighbors, near and far.  There is a basket in the Gathering 
Space for donations. Thank you for your support!   
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Faithful Citizenship Project 
  
Leadership Assembly: Launching the Faithful Citizenship Project  
How can our congregations help our members and our neighbors participate in public life 
with hope, purpose, and love? Does loving our neighbors include helping them have a voice 
in shaping our community? Join We Make Indiana’s Porter County chapter Leadership As-
sembly as we explore how churches can strengthen faithful citizenship during this election 
season and beyond.  
Together we’ll reflect on our shared call to seek the well-being of our community, learn 
practical ways congregations can encourage civic participation, and launch our fall efforts to 
help every voice be heard.  
  
Tuesday, August 25 at 6:30 p.m. Christ Lutheran Church Valparaiso (Church Hall) 
  
Pastors, lay leaders, and anyone interested in serving the common good are invited.  
  
RSVP here or contact organizer Serena Fugate: serena@wemakeindiana.org,  
219-508-7714  
  
https://secure.ngpvan.com/8TYrq6eGwk6Hdracbb-GmQ2  
  

mailto:serena@wemakeindiana.org
https://secure.ngpvan.com/8TYrq6eGwk6Hdracbb-GmQ2
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