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Faith Formation Opportunities ~ Sundays 9:20 a.m.

Church Hall 120 Library Sanctuary
9/27/2026 Empathy New Testament Survey
Stephen Ministry | D. Keammerer
10/4/2026 Empathy New Testament Survey | Getting to Know CLC
Stephen Ministry | D. Keammerer
10/11/2026 | Empathy New Testament Survey | Getting to Know CLC
Stephen Ministry | D. Keammerer
10/18/2026 | Empathy New Testament Survey | Getting to Know CLC
Stephen Ministry | D. Keammerer
10/25/2026 | Empathy New Testament Survey
Welcome New | Stephen Ministry | D. Keammerer
Members
Altar Guild Request

The Altar Guild is in need of more volunteers to help with after communion cleanup on
Sunday mornings and or other communion preparation duties.

Look for Marilyn McGawn in the Gathering Place for

more information and a chance to sign-up for a specific Aitar Gui{d

Sunday to help.

You can also contact Marilyn at
memcgawn@comcast.net or call 219-242-8615 (home).

Thank you in advance.




PEOPLE

. . i COMMUNITY
D ’Ihﬁr "’Z{t Fe “l’ths' CONVERSATION
Shared Values. CHANGE

Stronger Communities. 4% &% A

|,_‘

INTERFAITH ACTION NETWORK '|||

- LOVEYOUR ' .
MNEIGHBOR

CANDIDATE FORUM

1‘( REAL QUESTIONS. A STRONGER COMMUNITY. , 2

* K X

Given the recent

How will you What will you do to How will you support o
combat hate and expand access to our most vulnerable | Storm crisis, how would
promote a safe, mental health care neighbors and create | YUY work for prevention,
welcoming community and Medicaid in opportunity preparedness and
for all? Northwest Indiana? for all families? adequate resources

for the future?

REGISTER TODAY

M SUNDAY, NORTHWEST INDIANA
BB OCTOBER 18, 2026 ISLAMIC CENTER Scan the QR code
9803 Colorado Street : to register and
400 = SO0 EM Crown Point, IN 46307 learn more!

Join us on Facebook: : e
https://www.facebook.com/lANfacebook1 https://tinyurl.com/ianloveyourneighbor

Join us for a respectful conversation,
* a stronger community, and a brighter future.

* ACT JUSTLY LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR STRONGER TOGETHER *



CLC Social Ministry and Mission
September 2026

Compass International Family Center, Valparaiso http://compassIFC.org
equips international neighbors of all ages in Northwest Indiana with the
5. educational services and support needed to thrive in their new community.
~ Compass is “Open Arms * Hand in Hand” equipping new neighbors with
« language and life skills needed to thrive in the US, strengthening our

= community by breaking down divisions and 1solat10n With approximately
COMPASE 90 children and 40 adults joining 50 annual volunteers each week, each
imrarnasinnat eamin conee COMPAsS nlght is an opportunity for growth and new friendships. Compass
offers the following free services for all ages: Adult English classes, Citizenship classes, K
-12 tutoring, English learner preschool, Childcare, and soccer skills/drills, arts and crafts,
and other fun enrichment projects.

——

Project Neighbors — Freedom Recovery Fund

https://projectneighbors.org/frf Led by Project

Neighbor’s Black Board members and staff, the

FREF is a sustainable and comprehensive resource

for the Black community in Valparaiso. The FRF
helps address systemic issues and racial inequality. Funding is allocated as follows:
Personal Incentive Accounts (e.g. home/business ownership), Emergency Grants (e.g.
unforeseen reduction in income), and Legal/Advocacy Assistance (e.g. generating wills/
trusts and estate planning to help build legacy of wealth). The FRF aims to engage a
network of community leaders who share a common goal of improving the quality of life of
Black community members in Valpo.

Help achieve our goal of $2500 in September (over and above giving combined with CLC’s
$1200 budgeted amount). By achieving our goal CLC will help Compass and Project
Neighbors Freedom Recovery Fund continue mutual support and service activities that are
crucial to effective ministry. Use your weekly worship giving mailed in check to CLC and
indicate “Compass/FRF” or contribute through Subsplash on the CLC website https://
clevalpo.org via the “Give” button and choose Monthly Social Ministry Emphasis. Thank
you to members for supporting monthly social ministry emphases.
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AMOS

Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent Pampered Chef fundraiser for A
Mission of Service (AMOS)! We raised a total of $714 for the mission so our team of
volunteers can be better prepared to serve in Guatemala! If you wanted to help but
weren't able to participate, please visit our website amissionofservice.org or find us on
Facebook for ways to help and information on our upcoming Golf Outing Fundraiser
10/3. You can also speak with Christiana McLean or Gail Mannington.

Music at Christ Lutheran Church

Thursday (6:00 - 7:10 pm): Celebration Ringers Handbell Ensemble
Thursday (7:30 - 9:00 pm): Sanctuary Choir rehearsal

If you enjoy singing or interested in ringing, we’d love to have

é . (©)  you join one of our musical ensembles! Contact our music
( ‘Q\ ;& director Brian Bartusch (brian.bartusch@clcvalpo,org) or speak
J = to him after a worship service if you are interested or have any
questions.

Our Lutheran heritage and our ELCA denomination alike call us to faithful, committed
participation in civic life including and especially voting:

“This church teaches that civic engagement is a vital aspect of discipleship for baptized
Christians. We have a responsibility not only to fulfill our private roles and functions in life,
and to pray for those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2), but also to be civically engaged. We do
so to act against destructive consequences but also for fair and compassionate governance.”
From the ELCA social message “Government and Civic Engagement in the United States:
Discipleship in a Democracy” (p. 13)

Indiana’s voter registration deadline is October 5. Take two minutes
today to check your voter registration or register to vote: wemakeindi-
ana.turbovote.org
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It's Time to Register for Sunday School!

We're looking forward to a great year of Sunday School, starting on
September 13 at 9:20am. Follow this link/QR code for our Registra-
tion Form, so that we are ready to welcome your child and have all
the important information (emergency contact, medical concerns, etc)
right from the get-go!

4 )

Annual Congregational Retreat

Mark your calendars for the CLC Retreat this coming February 19-21!
And if you'd like to join the planning team, come to our first meeting on Sunday,
Sept 20 after the 2" Service - see Pr. Erica with any questions!

- J

September Altar Gifts

Holy Communion In Memory of Kim Henry

Tammy Basich ~ Celebrating Colin’s birthday!

Altar Candles Michael and Lois Felten ~ In Memory of Catherine and
Betty Bauer

Eternal Lamp Cheryl Watson ~ In Memory of Betty Watson and
Evelyn Whitaker

Senior October Event
Everyone is Welcome!

Our October 22, 2026, Senior Meeting will offer a presentation by Gregg Hertzlieb,
Director and Curator of Valparaiso University’s Brauer Art Museum which has now
reopened. He will also have slides to show as he discusses the many wonderful art
pieces Brauer has in its collection. Please join us at 9:15 for coffee and treats so that the
presentation can begin at 9:30 am.




Volunteers Wanted for Event

What: The Carsten & Georgia Falkenberg Meal Pack: NWI 18" Annual Event
Sponsoring Organization: Pack Away Hunger [https://www.packawayhunger.org]
When: Saturday, October 10, 2026 at 9-11:30 am OR 12:30-3:00 pm [two shifts]
Where: Crown Point High School, 1500S. Main Street, Crown Point< IN 46307

This annual event will attempt to pack 100,000 healthy meals with 90% of the meals
going to food pantries in NWI and 10% sent abroad to a country with the greatest
immediate need. There are two packing shifts to pack meals—one in the morning and
one in the afternoon. Church members and church youth groups from NWI volunteer
their time to help pack the meals. All age levels are welcomed to participate!

If you want to make a monetary contribution toward the supplies used in the meals you
may do so at: www.givebutter.com/NWIN2026 If you would like to volunteer to
participate as a “packer’” you are asked to register for the event using the same website
previously given.

If you have any questions regarding Pack Away Hunger or this packing event, contact
Karl Reichardt @ 219-252-9515 or karl.reichardt@valpo.edu

QUILTS FOR LWR

Although we make these quilts to give away to those in need if you see one in the
sanctuary that you would like to purchase, the quilters are requesting a donation of $50,
which will be used for shipping the quilts overseas.

Of course 1f you are not interested m purchasing a quilt but would like to make a
donation for shipping please do so. Make the check out to Christ Lutheran and in the
memo section fill in “LWR Shipping”

Please use one of the envelopes that can be found in the Gathering Place for your
purchase or donation.

Thank you!!
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PROJECTS

QUILTS
2026 GOAL-389
Quilts Completed: 295

BABY CARE KIT PROJECT
2026 GOAL-500

KITS COMPLETED-450
SEPTEMBER NEEDS are hats, sleepers, and light weight dark colored hooded
jackets.

INTERESTING FACT-At Ollie’s IVORY soap is $4.99 for 10 4 ounce bars. That
makes each bar 50 cents. That is the best soap price that has been found. LWR
WANTS at least 8 ounces of soap in each Kit assembled.

FABRIC KIT PROJECT

2026 GOAL-100

KITS COMPLETED-56

100 PER CENT COTTON FABRIC UPDATE-Michael’s has now increased cotton
fabric cost from $2.99 to $3.99.

This means our buying power has been reduced and our kit numbers will be affected
as well. Michael’s does have a craft fabric that increased in cost from $1.99 to $2.99 a
yard. BEWARE OF THIS FABRIC-it does have a percentage of cotton, but it also has
polyester which is a plastic. That is NOT what LWR WANTS TO USE FOR
CLOTHING CONSTRUCTION. It makes the clothing too HOT.

FLANNEL UPDATE-Michael’s has now increased flannel fabric cost from $3.99 to
$4.99 a yard.

PERSONAL CARE KITS
KITS COMPLETED-612
SEPTEMBER NEED is cash to purchase needed items.

ALUMINUM CAN PROJECT

2026 GOAL-$250

September 10, 2026 Delivery was $72.00. That was the most cans we have ever had.
Keep those cans coming! The Metro Recycling is still paying 60 cents a pound.




Blessing of the Animals - Feast of St. Francis

All through September, we’re marking the Season of Creation in worship, and it will
wrap up on the Feast of St Francis with a Blessing of the Animals! Bring your pets to
the back turnaround on Sunday, October 4 at 12:30 for a brief service of blessing for
these creatures, who are such a blessing to us!

Christ Lutheran Church offers a Grief Support Group every other week on Wednesdays
from 9:30 - 11 am in the Conference Room. (209). The group serves adults who have
experienced a loss of a spouse, parent, child, friend, sibling, or neighbor. The core group
of peer support welcomes others to walk together in our grief journey .

Come when you can. Coffee and Kleenex available.

The group is facilitated by Cheryl Slack, a Stephen Minister. You may contact her at
219-241-0677 or one of the pastors if you have any questions.

Upcoming dates are October 7

We have reached our LWR school kit goal!

Thank you for your generosity! We have reached our goal of 140 school kits for Luther-
an World Relief. We will assemble the kits on Sunday, October 4™ between services
and we will need your help. While the Sunday School youth are great helpers, we can
use your help in guiding them, especially the younger ones, or assembling a few kits of
your own. Join us in the Activity Center for this quick project.

Thanks again for your donations!

Christ Lutheran Faith and Justice Pilgrimage

We are continuing to plan for the CLC Faith and Justice Pilgrimage which will take
place February 10-15, 2027. Registration for the Pilgrimage will begin in early
November. More information to come!




COMPASS IFC’S THIRD ANNUAL
INTERNATIONALLY-THEMED

7
0CT
6-9 PM
1325 Evans Ave
Valparaiso, IN 46383

Fundraiser to support Compass International Family Center: Welcoming
and equipping international neighbors of all ages with the educational
services and support needed to thrive in their new home

Event Sponsorship and Participation Levels

Special sponsor signage and recognition at the event;
Event Sponsor recognition and promotion on social media and in our
newsletter; table for a team of 8 is included

Table for a team of 8 ($35 per person + 20) - must purchase a
Senda Team/Buya complete table even if you don't have a complete team of 8.
Table Tables of a complete team of 8, however, are eligible for special
team prizes. Tables are exclusive to that team.

You will NOT be placed with pre-existing teams who bought
Single Ticket tables. There will be tables reserved for single ticket buyers who
will be teamed up with each other on the night of the event.

Sign up, buy a table for
your team, or sponsor
the event by scanning

the QR code. No payment

needed at this time!




AMOS

A Mission of Service is so grateful for Christ Lutheran Church’s faithful support. Due to
our congregation’s involvement with AMOS since September 2016, two of our
congregants, Christiana McLean NP and Gail Mannington RN (BOD) are in the process
of fundraising and preparing for our November 6 medical mission trip to Guatemala and
Copan, Honduras. The Guatemalan government has made changes to how we bring
medications into the country and because of this, instead of our AMOS drop box, we
graciously request visiting the AMOS website to see how you can make a difference.

Kindly continue to use the AMOS drop box for the newborn baby hats and bags
(15°x18” cotton bags with casement and ties) sewn by the ladies in our congregation.
We use these for the Helping Babies Breathe program where we teach the midwives
how to resuscitate newborn infants, and for the Teenage Hygiene Program and for many
other projects. Our programs have now become sustainable due to your support of
AMOS and the people of Central America.

AMOS website: https://amissionofservice.org and find us on Facebook.

Ministry Fair
October Committee

Christian Education committee works with children ages Pre K through Fourth Grade.
We recruit teachers and youth helpers to teach Sunday School each year. In December
there is a Christmas program. In the Spring for the last two years, we have held par-
enting session. During the summer we hold multigenerational activities for the congre-
gation. One is a service project to give back to the community. If you would like to join
us, please let me know at eswayneS0@gmail.com.
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Storm Recovery: How Can We Help?

Over the past two-plus weeks, our local food pantries have provided a variety of sup-
port in Lake and Porter Counties to keep our friends and neighbors afloat. The work is
ongoing, and supplies have been hit hard. It’s our turn to support them as they continue
to support our community.

Hilltop Food Pantry has an urgent need for the following supplies— preferred over
financial gifts right now.

Peanut butter Quart Ziplock bags
Jelly Condiments

Bread Toilet paper

Pastas Paper towels

Spam (the canned meat) Liquid shower soap
Pork and beans Laundry detergent
Pasta sauce Sandwich Ziplock bags
Drop off:

-At Hilltop Pantry, 606 Union St. Valpo: 3-6 pm Tuesday through Friday
-At Hilltop Neighborhood House, 460 S. College Ave., Valpo: 6:30 am to 6:30 pm M-F
-At Christ Lutheran, during office hours or Sunday mornings

Immanuel Food Pantry:
Instant potatoes, Canned spaghetti sauce, Canned veggies, Boxed Helpers

Drop off:

During church office hours
Immanuel Lutheran Church

1700 Monticello Park Drive, Valpo

To support efforts in Lake County: donations can be made to these reputable organiza-
tions:

Lake County’s Legacy Foundation: legacyfdn.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?
funit_id=5554

Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church (one of our partner churches in We Make Indi-
ana Lake County): @Givelify giv.li/by1r00

Sojourner Truth House: sojournertruthhouse.org/

11
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Special screening package for
$129 for our members includes:

Carotid Artery Disease Screening
@ Atrial Fibrillation Screening
Peripheral Artery Disease Screening
¥ Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening

Call to schedule an appointment near you!
800-324-9458 and use code: HABC001

[ ]
LIFE LINE E ; SCREENING,
The Power of Prevention

Next event is coming soon!

Where: CLC Activity Center
Time: 8:00 a.m.— 6:0 p.m.

Please call number listed above to schedule your
appointment.

Lutheran World Relief Annual Ingathering

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF Truck packing day is Saturday,

2pm. Whether you are able to assist with paperwork of ready to
move boxes, we could use your assistance that afternoon. Baked
goods to share with our guests that will be bringing their boxes
would be appreciated. Sign up sheets are in the gathering area. If
you have any questions, please reach out to Becky Fry
219.241.6854.

October 17 from 2 - 5pm. The semi-trailer will be arriving around
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Save money and do more? Sounds good!

Our church office is always looking for ways to be good stewards of our gifts, and
we’ve discovered that by changing providers we can Do more for Lower fees. We are
changing away from SubSplash that you’ve heard us mention, to new providers:
Planning Center Online and The ChurchCo. It means adjusting our online giving, but it
will be worth it to pay less overhead! Watch for instructions and “Tech Support
Sundays” to come.

_d

Cleaning
Service

Busy work week? No time to clean?
Overwhelmed with catching up?
We can help!

Our Services

Vacuum, Dust, & Mop

General Tidying

Kitchen Counters, Sink, etc.
Bathrooms

Bedrooms & Living Areas

1st Visit: In-person to
provide estimate.
2nd Visit: Scheduled
cleaning date.
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Christ Lutheran Church Endowment Fund Grant Recipients Announced!

What a blessing it is to see the interest accumulated annually from thoughtful endowment fund
gifts by congregational members extend the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church beyond the
scope of our operating budget.

The Total Interest Accrued from the CLC ELCA Endowment Fund Pooled Trust Account from
inception in January of 2025 to the end of the 1% quarter of 2026 was $6,768.50.

On July 29" the CLC Endowment Fund Committee reviewed and voted on 5 Grant
Applications for various projects having congregational, local, regional and even global impact.
On August 18", CLC Church Council approved the recommendations.

A summary of the applicants, their requests, and amounts approved are as follows:

Global Impact

Applicant: Kellie Bittorf, Organization: City of Refuge NW Missionary Project. Granted
$2,000. Purpose: Reimbursement for supplies for August 2026 Mission trip to Okinawa, Japan
supporting VBS at World Mission Christian School and performing some needed repairs.

Regional Impact

Applicant: Crystal Koss, Beneficiary: Family of Megan Ramirez (Chesterton). Granted $2,217.
Purpose: Replacement of weather-damaged wooden fence to ensure safe outdoor time with
therapy dog for level 3 autistic young woman.

Congregational Impact
Applicant: Cheryl Slack, Organization: CLC Stephen Ministry. Granted $500. Purpose: Gift of
Empathy Faith Formation Hour Offering, Fall of 2026, for books and supplies.

Congregational Impact

Applicant Samuel Venstrom, Purpose: Confirmation project to start a Free Outdoor Little
Library at CLC to benefit the congregation AND local community. Granted $750. for supplies
and materials.

Local Impact
Applicants: Karl & Paige Reichardt, Organization: Project Neighbors. Granted $1,000. Purpose:
The Crossing Studios Apartments in Valparaiso for essentials to complete one unit.

Total of all the above Awards: $6,467
Fund Applicants will provide the congregation with a follow-up report on the impact and
outcomes of their worthy causes, within a year of receipt of funds.

May the Lord continue to Bless CLC and our work, Amen.
Grace Safrin 2026 CLC Endowment Chair

15




Christ

Lutheran
CHURCH

16



