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Founded in 1874, the mission of St. Olaf College is to challenge students to excel in the liberal 
arts, examine faith and values, and explore meaningful vocation in an inclusive, globally 
engaged community nourished by Lutheran tradition. St. Olaf’s current student population of 
approximately 3050 degree-seeking undergraduates represents 49 states and 100 countries. 
21% are first-generation college students, 22% identify as domestic students of color, 11% are 
international students, and 22% are income-eligible for Pell grants. St. Olaf continues to be one 
of only a handful of higher education institutions nation-wide that meets the full demonstrated 
need of all admitted students through a variety of financial assistance programs, including a new 
study abroad affordability commitment to be launched in 2027, thanks to the generosity of Louis 
and Mary Kay Smith. Approximately half of our students indicate that they are affiliated with a 
Christian denomination, with 15% self-identifying as Lutheran and another 5% as members of a 
denomination in full communion with the ELCA. 
 
St. Olaf’s core curriculum engages students with the full array of liberal arts disciplines, 
including one required course examining Religion, Faith, and Values, one on Christian Theology 
in Dialogue, and one on Ethical Reasoning in Context. Among our class of 2025 graduates, 
97% had participated in a “high-impact educational practice,” such as a mentored research 
experience, a learning community, study abroad/away, or an academic civic engagement 
course. Over the past three years, an average of 94% of our recent graduates were working, 
pursuing further education, or engaged in full-time military or other service programs within 
seven months of graduation. 
 
Under the leadership of president Dr. Susan Rundell Singer, the college is now implementing a 
six-year strategic plan, focused on elevating vocation, expanding innovation, and sustaining 
community. Leading the implementation of the strategic plan are three implementation teams 
and the President’s Leadership Team, including our new vice president for academic affairs and 
provost Dr. Tarshia Stanley and chief of staff Kathryn Lohre ‘99. Dr. Stanley comes to St. Olaf 
from Wagner College on Staten Island where she served as Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs. Ms. Lohre comes to St. Olaf after serving for fifteen years in the Presiding 
Bishop’s Office as the Executive for Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations and Theological 
Discernment. 
 
St. Olaf continues to offer daily Chapel services and Sunday worship throughout the academic 
year, led by College Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Matthew Marohl, and featuring members and friends of 
the St. Olaf community as speakers and musicians. Consistent with St. Olaf’s identity as a 
“rooted and open” ELCA institution, the College Ministry team also includes an Associate 
Chaplain for Jewish Life and an Associate Chaplain for Muslim Life. This year, St. Olaf was 

ranked #4 on Niche's Best Christian Colleges in America list, recognizing St. Olaf as an 

academically strong, faith-based institution. 
 
In the fall of 2025, the College named Dr. Kiara Jorgenson, Associate Professor of Religion and 
Environmental Studies, as the Martin E. Marty Chair in Religion and the Academy. The Marty 

https://wp.stolaf.edu/news/st-olaf-receives-20-million-gift-to-support-student-study-abroad-experiences
https://wp.stolaf.edu/news/st-olaf-receives-20-million-gift-to-support-student-study-abroad-experiences
https://wp.stolaf.edu/news/st-olaf-receives-20-million-gift-to-support-student-study-abroad-experiences
https://www.stolaf.edu/multimedia/streams/archive/chapel
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-christian-colleges/
https://www.stolaf.edu/profile/jorgen1
https://www.stolaf.edu/profile/jorgen1
https://wp.stolaf.edu/provost/martyhistory/


Chair fosters ongoing dialogue that explores the intersection between significant religious and 
cultural issues and St. Olaf’s role as a liberal arts college of the church.  
 
The Lutheran Center for Faith, Values, and Community continues to advance a compelling 
vision for Lutheranism in the 21 st century, foster interreligious engagement, nurture vocational 
discernment, and provide thought leadership on campus and in the community. A key part of the 
Lutheran Center’s work is to help all the college’s constituencies understand the role of 
Lutheran tradition in supporting the things they value most about St. Olaf. The Center has 
recently completed or is nearing completion on two projects made possible by grants from the 
Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education. The Life on Purpose project infused 
vocational exploration in St. Olaf students’ experiences by supporting shifts in advising, 
classroom projects, and faculty and staff capacity building around vocation. The Honest 
Storytelling project engaged twenty staff and faculty and one student to research and tell untold 
and undertold stories from the college’s first 150 years, and will result in the publication of a 
volume in honor of the college’s sesquicentennial due out through Fortress Press this fall.  
 
In 2025, grants from Lilly Endowment Inc. continued to support two complementary initiatives—
the Nourishing Vocation Project and the Nourishing Vocation with Children Project—advancing 
congregational leadership, vocational discernment, and intergenerational, arts-enriched 
worship. The Nourishing Vocation Project, part of the Thriving Congregations Initiative, 
strengthened congregations and ecclesiastical partners by fostering peer leadership, deepening 
vocational discernment, and expanding practical ministry tools. Pastoral coaching pilots and 
adaptable resources enhanced leaders’ capacity for contextually grounded discernment, while 
integration with broader institutional and interfaith efforts extended the initiative’s reach and 
sustainability. 

The Nourishing Vocation with Children Project advanced child-attentive, arts-enriched worship 
through the Nurturing Children through Worship and Prayer Initiative. Resources were refined 
and expanded, engaging congregations across multiple states and denominational contexts. 
New liturgies and participatory art experiences nurtured children’s faith while strengthening 
congregational life.  

We look forward to an exciting summer 2026 at St. Olaf as we welcome back Lutheran Summer 
Music to campus for the first time since 1994 and the national conference of the Association of 
Lutheran Church Musicians.  

We invite lay, professional, and rostered church leaders to the 2026 Conference on Worship, 

Theology, and the Arts, July 20–22, 2026, at St. Olaf College, under the theme “Nourishing 

Vocation: Every Time + Every Age + Every Place.” We encourage you to take advantage of the 

many opportunities and resources St. Olaf provides for education, artistic engagement, and 

spiritual enrichment. We look forward to welcoming you to campus, and to welcoming the 

prospective students you introduce to St. Olaf. 
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