
Synod Constitution Provision that was approved at the March 28 Synod Council meeting: 
 
WHEREAS, our synod constitution currently reads,  

“S7.26 This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit representatives of mission 
settings formed with the intent of becoming recognized congregations and authorized worshiping communities 
of the synod, which have been authorized under ELCA bylaw 10.02.03., to serve as voting members of the 
Synod Assembly, consistent with †S7.21.”; and  

 
WHEREAS, the 2025 Churchwide Assembly amended this non-required language in the synod model constitution; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, this new amended language would allow the synod council to create a process to grant non-rostered 
camp and campus ministry representatives voting privileges at future synod assemblies, therefore be it, 
 
RESOLVED, to amend the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Constitutional Provision S7.26 to read: 

S7.26.    ​ This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit persons currently 
serving as synod-authorized ministers and/or lay representatives of authorized worshiping communities 
and/or outreach ministries of the synod, which have been authorized under ELCA bylaw 10.01.04., to serve 
as voting members of the Synod Assembly, consistent with †S7.21. 

 

 

For reference: 

10.01.04. Within the territory of each geographic synod, the synod—in keeping with criteria, policies, and 
procedures proposed by the secretary of this church, after consultation with the appropriate churchwide 
unit or units, and approved by the Church Council—may acknowledge certain authorized worshiping 
communities and authorized outreach ministries as related to the synod and part of the synod’s life and 
mission. Such worshiping communities and outreach ministries, authorized by the synod, shall accept and 
adhere to the Confession of Faith and Statement of Purpose of this church, shall be served by leadership 
under the criteria of this church, and shall be subject to the discipline of this church.    

†S7.21.  ​ The membership of the Synod Assembly, of which at least 60 percent of the voting membership 
shall be composed of laypersons, shall be constituted as follows: 

a.   All rostered ministers under call on the roster of this synod shall be voting members of the Synod 
Assembly. 

b.   Lay voting members shall be elected by each congregation or its council as follows: A minimum of 
one lay member elected from each congregation with fewer than 175 baptized members and a 
minimum of two lay members elected from each congregation with 175 or more baptized members, 
typically one of whom shall be a man and one of whom shall be a woman. The Synod Council shall 
establish a formula to provide additional lay representation from congregations on the basis of the 
number of baptized members in the congregation. The Synod Council shall seek to ensure that, as 
nearly as possible, at least 45 percent of the lay members of the assembly shall be women and, as 
nearly as possible, at least 45 percent shall be men. 

c.   Voting membership shall include the officers of this synod. 

 


