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“I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

March 23, 2026
Dear siblings in Christ,

As you gather for your synod assembly, | want to express my gratitude for what you are doing — and
have been doing — for this church, our church.

In the months since | was installed as presiding bishop, | have been focused on connection. Some of you
have heard me talk about what it means to be a connected church. This vision of connectedness grows
directly out of one of the three priorities we, as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, have
named for this season of our life together.

When we lifted up these priorities, we committed ourselves to them not as abstract ideas but as guiding
commitments for how we live and serve as church. As | reflected on them, the third priority stood out
with particular clarity: to be a connected, sustainable church, raising the bar together.

That priority has been shaping my thinking and my leadership. It asks not just what we do but how we
do it — together, across congregations, synods and the churchwide organization. Connectedness is not a
program or a slogan; it is a way of being church that recognizes our shared calling and our shared
responsibility. This is not my church. It is yours. It is ours, together. The ministries you carry out in your
congregations and synods are not just yours — they are ours together.

Over the next several years, you will hear this priority expressed with greater focus and clarity. In 2026,
our emphasis is on connection — strengthening relationships, listening deeply and recognizing how
much we depend on one another.

In 2027, you will begin to hear me speak more intentionally about sustainability — how we steward our
people, our resources and our structures so that our witness remains strong for generations to come. By
2028, connection and sustainability will come together in a shared language of togetherness, as we
more fully live into who God is calling us to be as church.

So, when you hear language about being together, it is about living out the ELCA’s vision of a world
experiencing the difference God’s grace and love in Christ make for all people and creation. It matters
deeply to me that we know who we are, moving forward as one body, trusting God and one another.

| believe this is how connection is built — not by standing alone but by being church together.

With gratitude and hope,
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The Rev. Yehiel Curry
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America



