Colossians 1:1-14
“From Knowing to Growing”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Col. 1:1-14).
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “From Knowing to Growing”

~ BACKGROUD ~

WELL TODAY…
- We’re going to take a detour into the book of Colossians.
· Because I know there are many newer believers here…
· Who may NOT be ready to be on Mission for Jesus. 

· You barely know Jesus & barely know how to live the Christian life. 

SO… WE’RE GOING TO TAKE…
· A short venture thru Colossians…
· Because your not alone as a newer believer.

THIS BOOK…
· Will help you live out your faith in Christ!
· It will put to rest many misconceptions about being a Christian.    

CHARLES SWINDOLL… (commentary)
“The young believers at Colossae still lacked the deep-rooted, mature faith in the sufficiency of the person and work of Christ that would enable them to withstand the onslaught of worldly philosophies and man-made religions.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Swindoll, Charles R.. Insights on Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary Book 9) . Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.. Kindle Edition.] 


IDEA #1 – THE GOSPEL CHANGES LIVES: (vv.1-8)

THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN…
	- Around (AD 60 – AD 62).

AND THE ONLY REASON…
	- I’m sharing the time frame with you…
· Is so you can see how the book of Acts ends.

· The Apostle Paul is in Rome on house arrest…
· For preaching the gospel (Acts 28:30-31).

THE GUY WHO IMPRISONED OTHERS…
- For preaching about Jesus…
· Is now locked up for the same thing. 

LET’S DIGEST…
· A powerful reality!
· When I allow Jesus to lead my life…
· Change is possible! (v.6)

PAUL IS WRITING…
	- To a group of people he never meet…
· His letter was delivered to a town he never visited…
· And read publically to a church he never preached in. 

WHAT WOULD CAUSE A MAN TO DO THIS?
	- Why would he invest his time like this? 

LOOK AT (v.8)
· The Holy Spirit gives His followers a love for other people. 
·  It’s NOT a fabrication… it’s a NEW desire given by God!

IDEA #2 – FRUITFUL GROWTH: (vv.9-10)

THIS LETTER HELPS IN THREE MAJOR WAYS:

1) Leads Christian into a path of maturity.

2) Pushes back against destructive beliefs:
 
· (Col. 2:4) – Deception from well crafted arguments.
· (Col. 2:8) NLT – High-sounding nonsense. 
· (Col. 2:18) – Mixing Christian theology w/ pagan practices.

3) Teaches how to incorporate Jesus into our whole-life (Chp. #3 – #4).

· Understanding where personal change is needed
· Family structure God’s way
· Careers with a bigger purpose
· Spiritual priorities for dailyu life
· Relationship that model Christ’s Mission

ONE OF THE BIGGEST…
· Desires I have had thru my Christian life…
· Is a hunger for discipleship. 

· This book will disciple you into proper Christian living!

IDEA #3 – IMMEDIATE USE: 

AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF (vv.1-2)…
	- Paul quickly brings the conversation to PRAYER (vv.3-4).

THEN HE HITS PRAYER A SECOND TIME…
	- In (vv.9-14) READ TEXT

AND HERE’S WHAT WE’RE TO PUT INTO PRACTICE.
	- We’re to pray!
· Pray for self & pray for others

(v.9)
1) Filled with the knowledge of His will 
	
Fill (pleroo) = Filling to completeness.
 
Knowledge (epignosis) = Full deep understanding.

THE HOLY SPIRIT ENLIGHTENS…
· The believers inner person & prompts us for immediate use:

a) We stop living the WRONG WAY = (Eph. 5:17) NLT

b) We start living the RIGHT WAY = (Ps. 119:1-3) NLT 

(v.10)
2) Walk worthy of the Lord  = Living a life that honors God…
- This is reflected in transformed character.

a) Fully pleasing Him
b) Being fruitful
c) Increasing in knowledge of God (knowing what pleases Him)

 *(Eph. 4:1-3) NLT (Phil 1:27) NLT (1 Thess 2:11-13) NLT

(v.11)
3) Strengthened to endure  = Not giving up OR going back.

- Strengthened = Endurance & perseverance
- Might = Manifest excellence (outward sign of Gods character)
- Power = Idea is the same resurrection power that rose Jesus

EXAMPLES WHERE TO APPLY THIS:

a) Stand strong in tough times = (1 Peter 4:12) fiery trial
b) Proper balance of wealth = (1 Tim 6:10) strayed from the faith
c) Getting rid of what holds you back = (Heb. 12:1) weight & sin 

~ IN CLOSING ~

	- Colossians covers what is called the Pre-eminence of Christ.
· Paul taught these Christains how to put Jesus…
· Over ALL the other competing pressures!

AND THIS IS EXACLTY…
· Why I have broguth you back to this book.
· So you will know how to live as a follower of Christ! 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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