Colossians 1:21-29
“Because of The Secret”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Col. 1:21-29) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “Because of The Secret”

~ INTRO ~

NOW… REMEMBER…
- We’re taking a detour thru Colossians…
· Because there are many newer believers at this church…
· Who may NOT be ready to be on Mission for Jesus. 

SO… WE’RE…
· Venturing thru Colossians…
· To strengthen a basic-understanding…
· Of how to walk with Jesus!

NOW…. 
· Before we dive into the study…
· Let me remind you about two take aways from last time:

I. THIS LETTER

1) Leads Christian into a path of maturity.

2) Pushes back against misguided beliefs.
 
3) Teaches how Jesus is to be apart of our whole-life.

THIS IS IMPORTANT…
· Because the New Testament is made up of about 75% Epistles. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. David Jeremiah. The World of The End © 2022. Retrieved from Audiblebooks.com. ] 

· (Those are the books that teach on Christian Living.)

POINT BEING…
· God cares about how WE live… as one of His!

II. DISCIPLERS ARE TO = (1 Thess. 3:2(b) – 3) NLT

a) Strengthen other believers in the ways of the Lord.
b) Encourage other beliervers in the true faith.
c) Provide perspective to younger believers when trials come.

SIMPLE IDEA… 
· When we disciple others we’re preparing them…
· For the next world – NOT this one. 
· (It’s not riches here / it’s treasures there.)

· We do this by passing along simple truths about the person…
· AND presence of Christ – it’s relational.  

HERE’S WHERE OUR TEXT STARTS TODAY:
	- Read (Col. 1:20-23 & 27) NLT
· This tells me what God did for me & who I was before Jesus.

HERE’S THREE BIG IDEAS WE’RE GOING TO EXPLORE:

“Because of The Secret” (Col. 1:27-b) NLT

#1 – I LIVE WELL:  

I WANT TO PASS ALONG TO YOU… 
· Small truths for using your whole Bible.

YOU SEE…
· The word of God is living & powerful… (Heb. 4:12)…
· AND can be trusted to speak to us in real-time.  

HERE’S AN EXAMPLE… 
· As we unpackage our first idea of… living well.  

DON’T READ… JUST SHARE – (1 Thess. 4:1-12) NLT

· (v.1) live in a way that pleases God.

· (vv.3-8) stay away from all sexual sin. 

(v.4) Originally provided two specific applications: [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Cambridge University Press, NLT Pitt Minion Reference Edition – First Published 2009. Footnote on (p.975) for 1 Thessalonias 4:4.   ] 


1) Know how to select a mate.
· e.g. (character traits tested over time).
· Many people get into relationships too quickly!

2) Learn how to live with your current mate. 
· e. g. (roles /communication / love / intimacy).

THINK ABOUT HOW MANY MARRIAGES…
· Just go thru the motions of tolerating each other & co-existing.
· God has better for you!!!
· AND wants to heal what is broken. 

OTHER IMMEDIATE APPLICATIONS…
· (v.5) Sleeping around before marriage.

*Living together before marriage is a problem in the church…
	- And if you’re a Christian… take steps to correct this now.  

· (v.6) Scamming on other believers spouse in the church.  

· (vv.9-10) Brotherly love – (kind / supportive / rallying to help each other)

· (v.11) Quiet life /mind my own business / work hard

(v.12) THE IMPACT…
· Of living out a principaled life…
·  Happens as people take notice & respect you. 
· It’s the first step in influencing others for Jesus.

OK…
· Let’s advance the conversation. 
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#2 – I HAVE HOPE: (1 Thess. 4:13 – 5:1) NLT

THE CHURCH…
· Is to have hope because of the resurrection of Christ!
· Our hope is tied to Jesus…
· AND is present to help us deal with death.

ADDITIONALLY… WE’RE TO LEARN…
· That Jesus could come at any moment!!!

· This prompts us to live wholesome lives.
· It motivates us to keep short accounts.
· It encouragaes us to live in the light of scripture.
· (So were NOT ashamed at Jesus’ appearing.) 
· (1 John 2:28) NKJV   
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#3 – I KNOW WHAT TO DO: (1 Thess. 5:12-22) NLT

· (v.12) Honor church leaders giving you spiritual guidance 
· (v.13) Show them respect & wholehearted love 
· (v.13) AND live with each other in peace
· (v.14) Warn those who are lazy and NOT contributing
· (v.14) Encourage those who are timid 
· (v.14) Take care of the weak 
· (v.14) Be patient with all 
· (v.15) Don’t’ allow revenge in the church 
· (v.16) Be joyful
· (v.17) Keep praying
· (v.18) Be thankful in all circumstances (because God is with you)
· (v.19) Don’t stifle the Holy Spirit
· (v.20) Don’t disregard prophecy
· (v.21) Test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good
· (v.22) And finally stay away from all evil

~ IN CLOSING ~

	- Paul is teaching the church how to put Jesus FIRST…
· In ALL areas of life!
· He’s discipling them how to live here…
· With their eyes on heaven. 

AND THIS IS EXACLTY…
· Why we’re doing this type of study.
· To ensure that you know how to live as a followers of Christ…
· Before taking up the Mission for Jesus – making disciples.  

READ (1 Thess. 2:19-20) NLT

I WANT TO SEE YOU SUCCEED…
· And bear much fruit in the things of Christ. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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